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PREFATORY HOTE. 

Ik preparing a second edition of this work, I have been actuated by the same motive that 
prompted me, when I first gave an exposition of the true causes of the " Texas Insurrection." 
The grand deception, practised by Slaveholders and Land-Speculators, still operates upon 
thousands of honest minds, although the eyes of many have been opened by the publication 
of facts, &c., relative to the subject. 

The first edition of the pamphlet having been soon exhausted, while the demand for it 
was increasing, — and as the subject upon which it treats is one of the most important that 
now engapres the attention of the citizens of the United States, — I have considered that even 
a further exposition is called for. \^'ith this view, the present edition, revised and much 
enlarged, is offered to the public. The additions which have beftn made, will be found 
highly corroborative of the original statements, generally. 

That the work, as now presented to the reader, may have a tendency to throw more light 

upon the question involving considerations of such momentous import, and induce the honest 

portion of our citizens to give the subject their immediate attention, in such manner as they 

may deem consistent with their country's honor and the immutable principles of justice, is 

the only desire of 

The Author* 
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It is g-enerally admitted that the war in 
Texas has assumed a character which must 
seriously affect both the interests and the ho- 
nor of this nation. It implicates the conduct 
of a large number of our citizens, and even the 
policy and measures of the government are 
deeply involved in it. The subject, as now 
presented to our view, is indeed one of vital 
importance to the people of (he United States; 
and it particularly invites the attention — the 
most Kolemn and deliberate consideration — of 
all who profess to be guided by tiie true prin- 
ciples of justice and philanthropy. It is not 
only to be viewed as a matter of interest, at the 
present day. The great fundamental princi- 
ples of universal liberty— the perpetuity of our 
free republican institutions — the prosperity, 
the welfare, and the happiness of future gene- 
rations—are measurably connected with the 
prospective issue of this fierce and bloody con- 
flict. 

But the prime cause and the real objects of 
this war, are not distinctly understood by a 
large portion of the honest, disinterested, and 
well-meaning citizens of the United States. 
Their means of obtaining correct information 
iy)on the subject have been necessarily limited; 
and many of them have been deceived and 
misled by the misrepresentations of those con- 
cerned in it, and especially by hireling v^riters 
for the newspaper press. They have been 
induced to believe that the inhabitants of Texas 
were engaged in a legitimate contest for the 
maintenance of the sacred principles of Liberty, 
and the natural, inalienable Rights of Man: — 
whereas, the motives of its instigators, and their 
chief incentives to action, have been, from the 
commencement, of a directly opposite charac- 
ter and tendency. It is auaceptible of the clear- 
eat demonstration, that the immediate cause and 
the leading object of this contest originated in a 
settled design, among the slaveholdtrs of this 
country, (with hind- speculators and slave-tra- 
^^J*J lo wrest the large and valuable territory 
of Texas from the Mexican Republic^ in order 
to re^ftablish the SYSTEM OF SLAVERY; to 
open a vast and profitable SLAVE-MARKET 
therein,' and, ultimately, to annex it to the United 
States, And further, it is evident—nay, it is 
very generally acknowledged — that the insur- 
rectionists are principally citizens of the United 
States, who have proceeded thither, for the 
purpose of revolutionizing the country; and that 
they are dependent upon this nation, for both 
the physical and pecuniary means, to carry the 
design into effect. We havs a still more im- 



portant view of the subject. The S/avfifyffing 
Interest is now paramount in the Execulijoc 
branch of our national government; and {ts'^n-, 
fluence operates, indirectly, yet powerfitll^\^ 
through that medium^ in fav(»r of this GranCt 
Scheme of Oppression and Tytannical Osurpa"^ 
lion. Whether the national Legislature will join 
hands with the Executive, and lend its aid tu 
this most unwarrantable, aggressive attempt, 
will depend on the VOICE OF THE PEO- 
PLE, expressed in their primary assemblies, 
by their petitions, and through the ballot- 
boxes. 

The writer of this has long viewed; with 
intense anxiety, the clandestine operations of 
this unhallowed scheme, and frequently warned 
the public of the danger to be apprehended, 
in case of its success. He has carefully noted 
the preparatory arrangements for its consumt- 
mation — the combination of influence— the 
concentration of physical power— the organi- 
sation of various means — and, finally, (he un- 
dissembled prosecution of it, by overt acts of 
violence and bloodshed: — and he now stands 
pledged to prove, by' the exhibition of well 
attested facts and documentary evidence, that 
the original cause, the principal object, and 
the nature of the contest, are what he has, 
above, represented them to be. 

To give a correct detail of the plan of ope- 
rations, adopted by the instigators and foment- 
ers of this Texian war, as well as an exposition 
of the character and identity of those who have 
been the active instruments of carrying it into 
execution, I will commence with a brief histo- 
rical narration of the settlement of the country 
by the Anglo-Americans. Their proceedings, 
in connexion with others, relative to the sub- 
ject before us, will be duly noticed in the course 
of my remarks. In the performance of (his 
duty, 1 shall make us.e of facts and illustrations, 
drawn from personal observation, and from nu- 
merous documents in my possession. 

In reviewing the history of colonization in 
Texas by the Anglo-Americans, it will appear 
that the first regular plan adopted, was the 
privilege granted to Moses Austin, of Missouri, 
by the Spanish authorities, in the year 1820. 
Previous to that date, a few persons from the 
United States had temporarily established 
themselves in the eastern part of the Province, 
as Indian traders and unauthorized adventurers. 
A lart^e tract of country was marked out on the 
map, and Austin was invested with the privi- 
lege of introducing three hundred families of 
industrious, orderly settlers, professing the 
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Catholic religion, witAiir^ £iven time. — When 

he had obtained thit^pint, or privilege, he re- 
turned to Missouri. *ig|<^ proceeded to make the 
necessary prepar^tAips for carrying his colonial 
enterprise intoVflfeat. Before completing his 
arrangements ,1iQ\rever, Moses Austin suddenly 
died, — arftl.his son, Stephen F. Austin, took 
the business'rq his hands, as the legal heir and 
represepta|iv& of his father. He soon repaired 
to Tei(%tf,*Ji&ith a considerable number of set- 
tlersV*|t^ most of whom 'emigrated from the 
stat^^^dT Tennessee, Missouri, and Louisiana. 
dTit«prior to his obtaining legal possession, or 

/^fl^cting the settlement of the families who 

"""ipbconipanied him, the revolution occurred, 
\ ^hich annulled the authority of the govern- 

'*inent, and resulted in the separation of all the 
Mexican Provinces from the Spanisli Crown. 
The, circumstances here referred to, rendered it 

•, necessary for Austin to apply to the new Govern- 
ment for a confirmation of hl3 father's grant. 
This was obtained with little difficulty, in a 
modified form, and both the contractor and 
settlers were liberally supplied with lands, 
gratis, on the condition of occupying them and 
pledging themselves to be obedient to the 
iaw!) of the country: yet the settlement of the 
colony was still restricted and confined to per- 
sons of the Catholic persuasion. 

During the brief reign of the Emperor Itur- 
bide, and the succeeding administrations of the 
Federal Government^ Austin proceeded with 
the settlement of his colony, under the same 
regulations as before, and procured an exten- 
sion of privilege to introduce settlers in other 
parts of Texas. Laws were enacted by the 
Federal Government, regulating the terms and 
plans of colonization; — and when the Provinces 
of Coahuila & Texas were united under a State 
Government, special regulations were made, 
by the legislature, in conformity with those of 
the general Congress, all of which were sub- 
mitted to by the colonists, and binding on 
them.* The settlements rapidly progressed, 
(the terms being extremely liberal,) and 
Austin succeeded in fulfilling his contracts 
with the government, relative to the introduc- 
tion of the number of settlers for which he had 
stipulated — receiving the/<fff simple of large 
tracts of land as a reward for his trouble. 

The spirit of enterprise, adventure, and 
speculation was now aroused; and divers other 
persons obtained grants, (the privilege of in- 
troducing settlers,) with the view of colonizing 
the remaining vacant lands in Texas. The 
most prominent '* empresarios" (contractors) 
were Zavala and Filasola, of Mexico; De Witt, 
of Missouri; Ross and Leftwitch, of Tennessee; 
Milam, of Kentucky; Burnet, of Ohio; Thorn; 
of New York; Wavel and Beales, of England; 
Cameron, of Scotland; Vehlein, of Germany; 
M'Mullin, Powers, and Hewitson, of Ireland. 
All these entered into contracts with the go- 
vernment upon the same principles that Auhtin 
»i * .. , 

* The C-olonization Law of Coahaila & Texas v^ill be 
inserted, at the eoncluiion of this article. 



had done.f None of them, however, have suc^. 
ceeded in fulfilling their contracts, except D< 
Witt, and Powers and Hewitson. Some ofth« 
others have introduced a part of their settlers/ 
but the most have disposed of their * 'grants" 
to joint stock companies, organized for the 
purpose, in New York and Nashville. These 
companies are extensively engaged in specu- 
lating with said * 'stock,*' (and "scrip," which 
they pass off as preparatory titles to land,) 
among the credulous, the ignorant, and the 
unsuspecting, wherever they can find such 
willing to purchase. In no age or nation, per- 
haps, have unauthorized and illegal specula- 
tions in lands been carried to such extremes as 
in T^xas, within the period of a few years 
past.^ The swindling operations in the Yazoo 
land speculations of Mississippi, were mere 
chdd*s play in comparison. The government 
has thus been defrauded, and its liberal munifi- 
cence abused, by the overweening and reck^ 
less spirit of avaricious adventurers. As 1 have 
before said, the terms offered by the govern- 
ment to bona fide settlers, were of the most 
liberal nature throughout. They were not 
only authorized to select large quantities of 
land, and hold the same, in fee simple, on con- 
dition of settlement, — but they were also per- 
mitted to introduce all articles necessary for 
their own accommodation, for the space often 
years, free of the customary duties paid by 
citizens of the Republic— This, indeed, open- 
ed a wide door for smuggling goods into the 
country, to supply the Indian traders, as well 
as the native inhabitants. The colonists did 
not fail to improve the opportunity; and many 
foreigners took lands, professedly with the 
view of settlement, and engaged extensively 
in this illicit traffic. Contraband articles — such 
as arms, ammunition, &c. for the savag^e 
tribes — were also introduced in great quanti- 
ties whenever the vigilance of the government 
revenue officers could be eluded. Slaves were 
likewise taken in and held, in violation of the 
constitution and laws of the State and the de- 
crees of the General Government. 

In this state of things, propositions were made 
by the government of the United States to that 
of Mexico, for the purchase of the Texas coun- 
try, with the view of incorporating it into this 
Union. The overture was instantly rejected 
by the Mexican authorities, as they neither 
possessed the inclination nor the constitu- 
tional power to alienate any portion of the ter- 
ritory of the Republic. Many of the news- 
papers in the United States now teemed with 



t There were several others who obtained **grants** 
fh>m the Sute. Grant & Beales, and Soto & Egerton, 
were of the number: but theirs were located in Coahuila. 

X Sundry **rrants" were also made, b^ the general go- 
vernment of Mexico, to various persons in the Territory 
of Santa Fe. These were, Dominguez; Wilson & Exter; 
Royuda Ik Beales, and Chambers. A large portion of the 
**grants" made to these persons, as well as Uiose in Coa- 
huila^ have been transferred to the companies, as afore- 
said, in New York— not a settler having been placed 
upon any of them, except that of Grant & Beales in Coa- 
huila— and a very few have settled there. 
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essays and remarks, tending to urge the acqui- 
sition of Texas by any practicable means; and 
the agent of the government was charged with 
intriguing for the purpose at the Mexican 
Capital. The idea was also held out by the 
colonists, that the laws prohibiting the intro- 
duction of slaves could be easily evaded, and 
that they would soon be strong enough to de- 
clare and enforce the perpetuation of slavery 
(although it was abolished by the general and 
state governments) in that part ot the coun- 
try. — The emigration from the slaveholding 
States to Texas was thusfaccelerated, in the 
hope of ei^entually accomplishing this object. 
In order to counteract these efforts, the ope- 
rations of the colonization system were sus- 
pended by law in the year 1830. A few troops 
were then sent to Texas, in addition to a small 
number previously stationed there, to prevent 
the illicit and contraband trade, the introduc- 
tion of slaves, and to enforce obedience to the 
laws generally; but their number was insuffi- 
cient for the purpose; and the regulations of 
. the government were daringly and continually 
violated with impunity. 

The native inhabit^ints of Mexico are, almost 
to a man, opposed to slavery.— The system 
has been totally abolished in every section of 
the Republic, except in Texas. There it has 
been protpectivtly extinguished, as in Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey, and some of the other 
states of this Union. But, to explain more 
particularly the manner in which this was ef- 
fected — the Constitution of the Mexican Re- 
public, adopted in 1824, expressly provided 
that no person should thereafter, be born a 
slave, or introduced as stich in the Mexican 
states; that all slaves, then held, should re- 
ceive stipulated wages, and be subject to no 
punishment but upon trial and judgment by 
magistrates. The Constitution of Coahuila & 
Texas, promulgated on the 11th of March, 
1827, also contains this important article : — 

''13. In this state no person shall be born a slave 
after this Constitution is published in tlie capital of 
each district, and six months therekfter, neither will 
the introduction of slaves be permitted under any 
pretext** 

On the 15th of September, 1829— the Anni- 
versary of Mexican Independence — President 
Guerrero, in conformity to an article in the 
Federal Constitution empowering hitn to that 
effect, issued a decree totally and immediately 
abolishing slavery throughout the Republic. 
A change in the administration of the govern- 
ment took place soon after, and representations 
were made to the general Congress, setting 
forth that many of the slaves, introduced by 
the Texas colonists, were so extremely igno- 
rant as to unfit them for freedom; and a 
dispensation of the aforesaid decree was grant- 
ed, so far only as related to Texas. The 
former system was, of course, revived in that 
particular section of the country, and the slaves 
introduced prmoiM ^9 /A« year 1824, are still 
legally held as apprcntieei. The colonists then 



adopted the plan of taking in slaves under 
formal indentures, for long periods, (in some 
cases for ninety- nine years,) in order to evade 
the law. l*he State Legislature passed a law, 
as soon as these facts were made known to it, 
requiring the registration of all slaves that had 
been legally imported, and declaring that no 
indenmre should, in any case whatever, be 
obligatory upon others for a longer period than 
ten yeart. It was also provided, by law, that 
all children of persons, thus in the condition 
of apprentices, should be free from the control 
of those who held their parents, at the age of 
fourteen years, and be placed by the municipal 
authorities under the care of suitable persons, 
to learn some useful trade or industrious occu- 
pation, and receive a portion of common school 
education. 

About the beginning of the year 18.32, a re- 
volution commenced in the administration of 
the general government of Mexico. In the 
course of the ensuing summer, it was consum- 
mated so far as the state of Coahuila & Texas 
was immediately interested, and the govern- 
ment troops were all compelled to leave the 
colonies. The foreign settlers and traders 
united with the party opposed to the adminis- 
tration, in this case; and when the troops were 
expelled, the custom houses were all closed in 
that portion of Texas which was principally 
inhabited by foreigners. Nothing was then 
in their way, to hinder them from evading 
every law which they chose to disregard, and 
many of them expressed their determination to 
suffer no more government troops to be sta- 
tioned there in future, if they should be enabled 
to prevent it, under any Mexican administra- 
tion. For some length of time thereafter, the 
political affairs of the Republic were somewhat 
unsettled, and the colonists in Texas were 
permitted to pursue their own courae, subject 
only to the civil authority of the State. This 
they heeded no further than it suited their 
whims or their interests; and the laws, forbid- 
ding the introduction of slaves, the trade with 
the Indians in trms, &c.,' and the swindling 
speculations in land, were considered by them 
as mere blank leaves in the statute book. 

Among the settlers in the colonies, at this 
period, were some ambitious aspirants from 
the United States of the North, who having 
lost the confidence of the people in their own 
country, here sought a new theatre where 
they might press their claims to public favor 
and political distinction. These, with the large 
slave-holders, land*specalators, &c., were 
clamorous for the speedy adoption of measures 
to form a State government tor Texas. The 
population of that particular section of the 
country was far less numerous than in Coa- 
huila; — and, consequently, their influence in 
the state legislation, and means of obtaining 
lucrative offices, were very limited. All hopes 
of a voluntary cession of 1*exa<( to the United 
States by the Mexican government, were now 
at an end. Therefore, unless the measure of 
establishing an independent State, separate 
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from any di«li*ict cunUining a Istrg^ native po- 
pulation could be carried into eflTect, their 
views of political aggrandizement would be 
thwarted, and i( would also be impossible to 
carry out their schemes of slavehu^ding, &c., 
when the government should determine to en- 
force obedience to the laws. 'I'he idea was 
entertained, th^t an ** independent State," 
under the confederated system, might stand 
upon its ** sovereignty'' and nullify the decrees 
of the general government, to suit its purposes. 
This doctrine was promulgated throughout the 
Texas country, and embraced by a considerable 
portion (perhaps a majority) of the cclonists, 
whu were mostly trom our slaveholding States, 
and easily induced to believe that their pecu- 
niary interests would be eventually promoted 
by the change, as proposed. Many of the sub- 
stantial settlers, however, were opposed to the 
measure at the lime. The most uf those who 
bad tkken lands, and honestly engaged in im- 
proving them, evinced no desire for its speedy 
adoption, as the burthen of supporting a 
State government must fall with its heaviest 
weight on them; and being, generally, persons 
in middling or low circumstances, and l)a:ving 
but recently established themselves in business 
there, they would be scarcely able to bear it. 
I'he office-seekers were principally men ol 
little or no capital ) engaged in no business 
enterprises; would be subject to slight tax- 
jation, if any ; and of course, they had nothing 
to lose, but every thing to gain, from the suc- 
cess of the proposed measure. And by their 
clamorous enorts, with the aid of the specula- 
tors and extensive slave proprietors,, they 
succeeded at length in calling a Convention, 
to draft a State Constitution for Texas, in the 
early part of the year 1833. 

The course to be pursued in the establish- 
ment of new States, either in the Territories 
of the Republic or by divisions of existing 
States, was clearly defined by the laws of the 
Federal Government. Certain formalities were 
prescribed, which required more time than was 
consistent with the anxious haste of the office- 
hunters &c. in Texas. The Convention 
aforesaid assembled without having been legal- 
ly authorized to enter upon the performance 
of the duties which it assumed. A draught ol 
a Constitution was prepared by thai body, and 
Steplien F. Austin was deputed as the bearer 
of it to the capital of the Republic, to apply 
for its ratification by the general Congress. 
Although the then existing Constitution of Coa- 
buila & Texas contained an express prohibi- 
tion of slavery, as before mentioned, the 
subject was not even adverted to in this one 
proposed for Texas.* For this and other 
reasons, the application of Austin, as agent for 
the Convention, was promptly rejected. To 

* Many of tlte colonisti, aiid even lome of Uie meml>en 
i>f the ConTention, openly admitted, in convenation with 
eitizen* of the United States, that it wai the ipecial 
detign of the framert of that instrument, to leave it open 
for the re-establishment of slavery under the wart:n.ign 
aath<»ity of the eonteroplated State Oovemment. 



obviate the objections that were anticipated on 
the score of informality in the proceedings, 
the Convention had instructed its ag^nt to put 
in the special plea that other States had pre- 
viously been admitted into the confederacy, 
without complying with all the formalitiea 
required by the Federal laws. But whatever 
might have been the inducement to dispense 
with the prescribed rules in other cases, the 
general Congress did not see fit, in this instance, 
to deviate therefrom; or else the other causes 
of objection to the Texas Constitution9,were 
considered of themselves sufficient for the re- 
jection of the application. 

On learning the fate of their proposition, 
the clamors and complaints of the movement 
party in Texas, were loud and general. To 
preserve his popularity with that pariy, Aus- 
tin was said to have MCted very insolently 
towards the Federal authorities. A little 
difficulty, at least, occurred between them ; 
which, however, was soon adjusted. But 
finding that he could not then obtain the sanc- 
tion of Cong^ss, to the measure of establishing 
a State Government for Texas, separate from 
Coahuila, he wrote to the Ayuntamiento 
(Council) of the municipality of San Antonio 
de Bexar, recommending an immediate organ- 
ization, for the purpose. It is also believed 
that he recommended the same thing to the 
other municipalities in Texas. A majority of the 
Ayuntamiento of Beiar were native Mexicans; 
and they were indisposed to second the rash 
proposition of Austin and the reckless proceed- 
ings of some of the other colonists. Instead 
thereof, that body passed resolutions severely 
censuring this act of Austin, and sent an 
official statement of the whole proceedings to 
the Governor of Coahuila & I'exas. He im- 
mediately communicated the same to the 
Federal Executive, and orders were issued for 
Austin's apprehension. I'he latter had been 
informed of the measures adopted by the 
Ayuntamiento of San Antonio de Bexar, and 
quitted the capital before the Executive had 
received the documents. A force was instantly 
despatched in pursuit of him, and he was 
overtaken at Saltillo, having merely crossed 
the boundary line and entered the. State of 
Coahuila & Texas. He was forthwith remanded 
to the seat of government, and committed to 
prison, to await his trial upon a charge of trea- 
sonable conspiracy, or insubordination to the 
laws of the Republic. 

While his CMse was pending, and he was 
thus in a state of confinement, Austin wrote to 
the leading politicians in Texas, advising them 
to desist from the further prosecution of agi- 
tating measures, and then recommended strict 
obedience to the laws of the country .t Many 
severe denunciations were uttered by them, 
both against the government and Austin him- 
self—against the former for its resolute pro- 
ceedings in thwarting their insatiate ambitious 

t The letter written by him upon this occasion, will b* 
inserted hertafU'r. 



HISTORY OP TKXAS COLONIZATION. 



designs ; and agfainst the latter, for his ill- 
digested and unfortunaie measures. But not 
feeling themselves yet strong enough to cope 
with the disposable force of the nation, (the 
native inhabitants, even in Texas, were almost 
unanimously opposed to their disorganizing 
schemes,) they endeavored to suppress their 
feelings as much as possible, and the tranqtiilli- 
ty of the country remained undisturbed. The 
trial of Austin was protracted, and he conti- 
nued in durance a period of nearly two years. 

Some excitement was produced among the 
Mexicans by the aforementioned turbulent 
proceedings of the Texas colonistsi but as the 
latter did not at this period nppear disposed to 
push their measures to further extremes, the 
excitement at lenfi^th died away, and friendly 
feelings towards the foreigners were again en- 
tertained by the natives generally. The law 
enacted by the general Congress, in 1830, 
prohibiting the migration of citizens of the 
^ United States to Texas, was repealed in 1833; 
and the colonists were again admitted, upon 
the same liberal terms as before. The Legiii" 
lature of the State of Ooahuila & Texas 
establiahed the trial by jury; and it also enacted 
that no persons in the State should be nvolested 
ou account of their religious profession, be it 
what it might. The adjoining State of Ta- 
maulipas, likewise guaranteed the' freedom of 
religious opinion by law ; and the popular 
newspaper press, throughout the republic, 
zealously advocated a change in the Federal 
Constitution, by which the free exercise of 
public worship, by all .denominations of 
Christian professors, should be permanently 
secured. 

But the spirit of ^ nullification " had' found 
its way into (he Mexican confederacy. It per- 
vaded several of the "sovereign, independent 
States;" and occasional attempts at insurrection 
in various places, were the Consequence* This 
still prevented the Federal government from 
taking efficient measures to enforce the laws 
in Texas; and the introduction of slaves,* the 
unauthorized speculating in lands, and every 
species of smuggling and contraband trading 
went on as before mentioned. It was currently 
reported and generally believed, that. even 
some of the individuals at the head of the 
State government of Coahuila & I'exas were 
deeply engaged in these illegal land specula- 
tions — and that immense tracts had been 
disposed of by them in contravention of the 
Federal regulations. At length the executive 



* £ven while the ConTention, before alluded to, was 
in session, a slave-trader boldly landed a eargo of slaves 
in Texas, from AfHca, via Cuba. This was such a baie- 
faced violation of the laws of Mexico, and the treaties 
with other nations, that the Convention felt the necessity 
of passing a formal censure upon the conduct of the 
slaver. Yet some of the members warmly opposed it ! 
and nothing was done to punish the ** pirate,** although 
it was publicly known that he was for a length of time in 
the country, making sale of his slaves, not far disunt 
from where the Convention met. A short time there- 
after, another similar eargo was tntrodueed, and disposed 
uf with like impunity. 



authorities of the republic determined to send 
a few troops into the I'exas cotmtry, to re- 
establish the custom-houses, and check the 
various abuses an<l violations of law, which 
had long been and were still so glaringly 
apparent. At this juncture, also, the Mexicans 
having become wearied wiih the disorders 
arising from the principles of nullification, 
which had taken deep root in their confeder- 
ated system, a proposition was submitted for 
their consideration, to change their form of 
government to thattof a consolidated Republic. 
Austin was finally liberated, throuf*h the cle- 
mency of the Federal authorities, and he again 
left the capital — having pledged himself, it 
was stated, to use his influence in preserving 
the political tranquillity of Texas. 

In theirdetermination to resist the constituted 
authorities of the Mexican Republic, the Texas 
colonists calculated largely on receiving aid 
from the United SUties of the North. From 
the commencement of their settlement in that 
Province, we must bear in mind, the most of 
them anticipated its eventual separation from 
the government of Mexico, and attachment to 
the Northern Union, This was early resolved 
on by them, unless indeed other measures 
could be adopted for the perpetuation of slave- 
ry. A full and complete understanding existed 
between them and the advocates of the system 
in this country and elsewhere. A very active 
and extensive private correspond e nee was kept 
up for this purpose. Their plans were all 
deeply laid; and the rejection, by the Mexican 
government of the proposition to cede tl>e 
territory in question to the United States, had 
no other, effect than temporarily to frustrate 
their operations and occasion a modification of 
their arrangements. A vast combination was 
then entered into (though not formally or^aU' 
ized) the ramifications of which may be traced 
through a great portion of the United States, 
and some of the British colonies, as well as 
the Anglo-American settlements in nearly all 
the north-eastern parts of Mexico. Its imme- 
diate object now is the establishment of an 
** Independent" government in Texas, to pro- 
mote its grand ulterior designs. 

As 1 have said before, the gieat land-specu- 
lators, in New York and elsewhere, (coDsisting 
of individuals and companies) have covered 
with their ** grants" almost the whole area of 
the un.<»ettled parts of Coahuila & Texas snci 
of the Territory of Santa Fe. These •• grants" 
will i>early all soon be forfeited, as it will be 
impossible to introduce a sufficient number of 
settlers in season to comply with the terms 
upon which they were issued by the govern* 
ment. A recent act of the State Legislature 
prohibits the renewal of them in Coaliuila & 
Texas ; and no hope is entertained thai the 
general Congress will further tolerate such 
unlimited schemes of swindling speculation, as 
they have heretofore facilitated. — The most 
strenuous exertions are therefore made to 
throw a population into Texas, thai will favor 
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the views of these cormorant speculatorst and 
lands are freely offered as an inducement for 
the enterprining and -daring to emigrate from 
the United States and other countries. Many 
such have accepted the invitation, and in nu- 
merous instances have taken lands to which 
they can have no rightful claim whatever, and 
bold the same in violation of the laws. 

In case the Independence of Texas shall be 
established, all grants and claims, as aforesaid, 
are legalized, (particularly if the claimants 
take an active part in the revolution ;) the 
system of slavery is to be re-established upon 
a firm Constitutional basis ; and every facility 
will be given to the introduction of slaves 
from the United States, Cuba, and Africa.* 
This, it is confidently believed, will afford great 
opportunities to build up princely fortunes in 
the Texian Empire, by the sale of land, the 
extended traffic in slaves, &c. 

It was not considered sound policy, to de- 
clare the Texas country entirely independent 
of Mexico, while the hope of continuing the 
Federal form of government existed. The 
colonists still felt themselves too weak to com- 
pete with the power of the republic; and it 
was doubtful whether the auxiliary force from 
the United States, which they expected to co- 
operate with them, would be sufficient to 
ensure success. Besides, they were somewhat 
divided in opinion among themselves as to the 
measures that should be adopted, and the men 
who should be intrusted with the authority to 
direct the operations of the scheme. The 
most of those who marshalled as political and 
military leaders, were upstarts in whom they 
had little confidence — some of them broken 
down politicians and mere adventurers from 
the United States^ — persons, in fact, of very 
doubtful character and capacity. When the 
change in the form of government was pro- 
posed* therefore, they declared for the Con- 
stitution of 1824, hoping that the native 
citizens of the Slate of Coahuila & Texas, as 
well as those of several contiguous States, 
would unite with them. This would give them 
time at least, if successful, to acquire more 
numerical strength to carry out their main 
design at a future period. But in the result of 
these calculations, they were totally disappoint- 
ed. When it was ascertained that a large majori- 
ty of the states readily sanctioned the proposition 
to alter the Constitution, and that every one, 
except Coahuila & Texas, finally acquiesced. 
Without attempting forcible resistance, the 
native inhabitants of this State also gave in 



* I hare heretofore adverted to the fact, that tlaves 
kare already been introduced ttom Africa, hj the con- 
niranee of the coloniitt, with perfect impunity. We 
have recently been informed, through the newspapers, 
dut fhcilities were given to the commander of a regular 
itare-trading veuel (clandestinely of eourseO to procure 
sapphet at N«w York, and proceed to his destination. 
Ana it has been more than insinuated, that persons in 
high official stations, deepl]r enraged in Texas land-specn- 
lauon, were instrumental in furnishing this staver with 
means to prosecute hi< nefarious enterprise. I have no 
doubt of die truth of the statement. 



their adhesion, or refused to join the coluy]/>f/ 
in an insurrection.f 

Previous to the arrival of Austin in Texas^ 
a small number of troops reached its southerrx 
borders under General Cos. The governmen'%1 
had not contemplated an open resistance or^ 
the part oi' the colonists to the re-establish^^ 
ment of the custom-houses, the enforcement 
of the laws, &c , and ^id not send an adequate 
number to compel their obedience. But, true 
to their long-settled determination, they pro- 
ceeded to arrest the march of the Mexican 
troops into that part of the country. Austin 
had visited New Orleans on his way home. 
There the future plans of operation were con- 
cocted. He was accompanied to Texas by 
some daring adventurers. An army was im- 
mediately organized. Mexican revenue cut- 
ters were seized, under the charge of pirating 
upon the commerce of the United States in 
the Gulf of Mexico.^ The troops under 
General Cos were driven into the fort at San 
Antonio de Bexar. Expeditions were fitted 
out in various parts of the United States, and 
auxiliary forces proceeded to the assistance of 
the colonists, under the guise of emigrant 
settlers. An a{(ent of the Texas land-specu- 
lators in New York was stationed at New 
Orleans, for the express purpose of forwarding 
these "emig^nts," &c. Austin took the 
command of the colonial army, but he soon 
thereafter relinquished the office, leaving the 
Mexican troops besieged at San Antonio. He 
never was popular with the turbulent spirits 
in Texas ; and they now got him out of their 
way by giving him the appointment of com- 
missioner to procure further aid, both physi- 
cal and pecuniary, from the United States. 

t It has been asserted, that the proposal to change 
the form of government was made, and enforced, by the 
usurped auUiority of the President. This is not true. 
The measure was recommended by othei-s, sanctioned 
by the general Congress, and acquiesced in by the Mex- 
ican people very generally. The Executive, as in duty 
bound, merely proceeds to enforce the national will. 
The Mexicans bad become weary of the dissentions 
arising under the Federal or^jpanization. The **nuUi- 
fiers" of that Republic acted with more spirit than those 
of our country. When they retolved to abrogate the 
laws of the general g^Temment, they frequently essayed 
to put their threats m execution ; and, in too many in- 
stances, blood was shed, before their disputes were 
settled. In the proposed amendments or alterations oi 
their Constitution, the main essential features of a re* 
publican government were preserved ; and as the form 
was more simple, and easier to be comprehended by Uie 
people generally, they hoped for moriKtranquillity and 
permanent prosperity under it. 

X The wnter of this was travelling in company with a 
captain of one of the United States revenue cutters mx 
the period here alluded to, who had been stationed on 
the coast of Louisiana a short time before. There were 
then loud complaints, in the newspapers, of the negli- 
gfence of our government in protecting our commerce in 
the Gulf of Mexico.— The Captain was questioned as to 
the actual state of things there. He replied as follows : 
** These complaints proceed altogether from the smug^ 
glers. The commanders of vessels whom they denominate 
piratetf are regularly commissioned revenue ofitcevBy 
acting under themuthority of the Mexican government. 
The smuggling gentry are sometimes detected, and their 
goods, arms, ammunition, Stc, taken fVom them; and then 
they have the barefkced assurance to call upon our go- 
vernment to protect them in violating the Mexican 
laws." 
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It was then "neck or nothing" with the 
speculators and advocates of slavery. They 
could not even stand upon the basis of 
•* State sovereignty,'* as a great majority of 
the citizens of Cohauila 6c Texas itself had 
agreed, tacitly at least, to the new order of 
things.* A fractional part only, and that 
almost entirely composed of foreigners, were 
disposed to resist, for any considerable length 
of time, the decree of the general Congress. 
A meeting of some of the colonists and adven- 
turers was held, and the incipient steps were 
tAken to prnclaim the independence and 
sovereignty of Texa«5. It was proposed, in 
describing the limits, to leave the western 
boundary undefined, in order that the con- 
templated new republic might embrace as 
much of the Mexican territory as could be 
conquered. The intention of the revolutionists 
is, to comprehend within its limits a vast extent 
of country west of Texas proper, viz. parts of 
Coahuila and the former btates of Tamaulipas 
and Chihuahua, as well as most of the territory 
of Santa Fe. The *' grants" to which I have 
heretofore alluded cover nearly the total sur- 
face of this extensive region, with the excep- 
tion of those portions of Tamaulipas and 
Chihuahua, which they have in view. In fact, 
their object is to extend the bounds of the 
Texian Empire to the Rio Bravo del Norte, at 
least as high up as its great bend, where it 
passes through the eastern chain of the Rocky 
Mountains. 

I will now proceed to a brief review of the 
•* Declaration of Independence," recently 
issued by the Texas colonists.— But I will 
preface my remarks upon this particular sub- 
ject, with a statement of the population of 
Coahuila 8c Texas, as far as it was correctly 
ascertained in the year 1832-33, immediately 
previous to the proposed establishment of an 
•• Independent State" in Texas, under the 
Mexican Constitution of 1824. This statement 
is taken from official documents. The muni- 
cipalities, or d'Mtricfs, named, comprise the 
population of cities or towns, with the inhabit- 
ants contiguous thereto, viz.: 

MumcipaUtiea. JSTo. ofinhafntarUs. 

Leona Vicario, (formerly Saltillo,) . . 24,087 
Vallalonquin, .... 3,499 

Capellania, . • . .3,576 

Parras, .... 11,941 

y isca of Bustamenta, . . . 5,189 

Monclova, .... 5,021 

San Francisco and San Miguel de Aguays, 1,005 
San Buenaventura, . . . 4,212 

Nadadores, . . . . 1,984 

* yfe do not learn that more than two native Mexicans 
of note, have joined thecolonists and foreign adventurers, 
in the preteut insurrection. These are, Lorenzo de 
Zavaia, and General Mexia. The first is one of the 
•* empresarios " connected with the •* Galvezton Bay 
and Texas Land Company," of New York ; and the last 
was banished from the Republic, I believe, on some 
charge of a treasonable nature. They are both deeply 
eniifaged in the land speculations before alluded to->Dut 
neither of them were residents of the State of Coahuila 
& Texas. 
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Cienegas, 
Abasole, 


• 


• • ■ 


1,631 
1,237 


Candela, 


• 


• • • 


2,491 


Santa Rosa, . 






2,334 


Guerrero, 


• 


• • • 


1,015 


Rosas, 






2,122 


Nava, 


• 


• • • 


569 


Gigedo, 






863 


Morelos, 


• 


• • • 


616 


AUende, 






678 


Bexar, 


• 


• • • 


1,677 


Goliad, 






1,439 


Austin, . 


• 


• • « 


6,186 


Nacogdoches, 




• • 


834 


Gonzales, (De 


Witt's 


colony,) . 


466 



Total, 



84,672 



Of these municipalities, the five last named, 
only, are in what was originally called ihe Pro- 
vince of Texas. The population «f that of 
Austin, as well as Gonzales, is wholly composed 
of foreigners. Those of Nacogdoches, and 
Goliad, contain a large number of native inha- 
bitants. In that of Bexar there are very fewr 
foreigners. The others, likewise, contain 
none of consequence. Biit although a correct 
census of the whole population of Texas had 
not been taken, and of course the exact num- 
ber was not officially ascertained, an estimate 
was made by an agent of the general govern- 
ment, commissioned^ f<ir the purpose, 4rt the 
period alluded to. He visited the different 
settlements, and obtained his information from 
the most intelligent colonists themselves. 
According to his calculation, the whole then 
amounted to 21,000. If we deduct the num- 
ber of native inhabitants in Bexar, Guliad, and 
Nacogdoches, (say 3,000,) from this estimate, 
it will appear that the colonists and other 
foreigners in Texas, at that time, numbered 
about 18,000. This, it is presumed, included 
persons of all Colors, and in all conditions, 
except the uncivilized Indians. We will* 
however, suppose that the number of foreign- 
ers themselves amounted to 20,000. The 
whole population of the State would thus be 
about 97,000. It will therefore appear, that 
the number of the colonists was less than one- 
fourth of the population : and even of that 
proportion a moiety, perhaps, had not taken 
measures to acquire legal title to citizenship. 
From this view of the state of things it is evi- 
dent, that if the colonists could not exercise as 
much influence in the legislation of the State 
as they wished, there was a reason for it. 
They had their proportion of representatives 
in the popular branch of government, and all 
were governed by the same general laws. If 
they had sufficient cause of complaint, their 
views, their objects, and their supposed inter* 
ests, must have been very different from those 
of the native inhabitants of the country, to 
whose government they had voluntarily 
pledged their allegiance. But I have before 
stated what their views and objects were, and 
shall at present merely request the reader to 
bear the ^ame in mind. 
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Id painting nut tome of the grou error*, 
or the unwarrantable aisumptions, in the 

UecUraliun of Inrlcpendence lately promul- 
gated by ihe culoniitb, 1 will endetvor to use 
■1 much hrevit]' >■ the case will permit. 

" ■ ■ * preamble, m 



ufed by the cotunitli before they took the re 
fjilution to act up > govemmeni (or themstlvei 
That they should be dispoirit to con-plain c 

Spanish tongue, is marvellous indeed! Ka^^ 
nny one the folly to loppoae Ihat ihe nalive^. 
iTOuld have tdopted ■ foreign language, for th , 
purpose, merely, to iccommodate a handful 



"The Meilain govemment, by its tolonliation 
Uoi, iniited and iniluced the Angto-Ameriian po- 
pulation to cdwiiieiM »ildeme«, under the pledged 
^th of a written coiutilutioii, Oiat they should 
cmtinue to enjoy that constitutional liberty and 
repobliean ROvei-pment to which tliey had been ha- 
bituated in die land of dieir birth, the United States 
of Amerioa. In this eipectalion they had btai 
cruelly disappointed — a> the Meiican nation has 
aequicficed in tiie late chanpA made in the govern- 
ment by Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna;^who 
tMiing overturned the Qnatjlulion of this conntry, 
now dftTS ns the cruel alteruxtive, either to abandon 
our home*, acquired by so many privadons, or submit 
to the most intolerable ol all tyranny, the combined 
deipotiim of the sword and the pnothood," 

Here the idea is inculcated, that the Mexi- 
can nation solemnly pledged itself to gusrantee 
to the colonists the same form of government 
thai they had been accustomed to in the United 
Slates. It is true, that in organizing their go. 
vernment, the Mexicans adopted a plan very 
similar to our own. But the terms upon which 
they invited and permlKed Ihc aettlement of 
foreigners were, that Ihey must be subject to 
the regulations which the constituted authori- 
ties should from time lo time see til to make. 

Theb'isinesaofcolonizingeommenced under 
the authority ofthe Spanish Monarchy; It was 
continued under the Imperial form of govem- 
ment, previous to the establishment of the Fe- 
deral syttem; and every change wu sanction^ 
ed by Ihe colonists, and the declaration of 
their allegiance renewed, until they conceived 
the plan and purpose iif asserling their "Inde> 
pendence." Their charge against the Pres' 
dent, of usurping authorily and eatabllshing 
mllllary despotism, is not borne out by fact . 
The change in the form of government was 
made by the representative a of (he peopli 
by (he Executive. The Constitutional Ri 
lie still eiislsi and we have no evidence, triat, 
in this respect, the Pre>klent eiercites anf 
authority save that with wbich he is investeil 
by the laws. 

They proceed lo say: — 

" It has sacrifieed our welfare lo the Slate of Coa- 
huila, by which our intereatii have been eoniinuall-v 
depreMcd through a jealous and partial course of le. 
gialatioo, carried on at a far distant seat of govern- 
It by a hostile majority in an unknown tongue ; 



purpose, merely, to iccommodate a hai 
I aieign settlers? Aa (o (he "bumble 
in which Ihey preferred their ippl' 
the privilege of eslahliEhing a Stat 
ment, and (he cause of rejectiim, I 
refer the leader to my former stater 

Alluding to Austin's lmprI>onment, they 
gravely aasert:— 



avor to procure the acceptani* rf our ConMita- 
lo and the eitabliahment ofa State garcmmenL" 

I will leave it lo the decision of every candid 
ader, whether (he allrmpt (o organize a 
Slate government, without the consent of the 
national Congress, and aller that body had re- 
fused its sanction to the messure, can bs fairly 
a "zealous endeavor U> proewt 
lAeactfplonee" of the instrument I have before 
ited, particularly, the coiine he pursued iit 
is case, and need not repeal it. 
Proceeding with the enumeration of their 
grievances," the colonists charge the govern- 
enl, in tbeiT Dectantion of IndependeDce, *• 

"It has fiuled and refused to secure no a firm 
liauB, the r^t of (rial by jury, that palladium of 
civil liberty, abd only sale giianntee for the life, li- 
f)erty and pn^ierty of the citizens.'* 

We do not learn that the genersl. govern- 
ment ever officially deeUred, either by the 
Constitution or otherwise, that the "triat hj 
jury" would be introduced in their code' of 
laws. Yet the Mexican stateBmen have evinced 
a disposition to establish their institutions upon 
the most liberal basis that the Intdligencc of 
Ihe people and the state of things generally 
would permit. One of the articles of the Fe> 
deral Constitution is in these Wurds:— 

<< tEO. The judicial power of etch tMc shall be 
exereised bv the tribunals that the Constitution 
eatablisb or designate, snd 
which appertain l^ '^ — ^ 
shall be terminat 






rate State government, and have in . ._. 
the proviaiona of the natiooal constitution, presented 
to the general Coogreai a republican coustitution, 
which was without just cause contemptuously n;. 

This language is rerj diflereot (torn (hat 



The Spanish colonists had never been fami- 
liar with that excellent provision in (he Eng- 
lish code, the iri'l by jury: and SI a aubstitute - 
for it, the Meiicin Fed en I Government 
adopted a system of Jrbilration, which it was 
supposed would belter comport with the habit* 
and understandings of its citizens, at the period 
of the organization of the Republic. Regular 
Courts were established for the prompt tran^ 
action of all business coimected with the judi- 
ciaryi and (he following articles of the Consti* 
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'*15S. No suit can be institnted, neither in civil 
nor criminal cases, for injuries, without [the plainttfiT] 
being able to prove, having legally attempted the 
means of conciliation." 



« 



156. None can be deprived of the right of ter- 
minating his differences by means of arbitrators ap- 
pointed by each party, whatever may be the situation 
of the controversy.'* 

It was understood that the States were at 
liberty to establish the trial by jury, when, in 
the opinion of the LeRisiatures, the state of 
society should warrant it. And by the Consti> 
tutionof Coahuila & Texas, the principle was 
recognised. The two following articles of 
that instrument relate particularly to arbitra- 
tion and trial by jury:— 

*' 178. Every inhabitant of the state can terminate 
his differences, be tlie state <^ tlie case what it may, 
by the medium of arbitrators, or in any other extra- 
judicial manner; the agreement in this particular 
shall be religiously observed, and the sentence of the 
arbitrators executed if the parUes who have made 
the compromise do not reserve tlie rig^t of appeal." 

« 192. One of the principal subjects for the atten- 
tion of Congress, [State Xegislature,] shall be to 



establish in criminal cases, the Trial by Jury, ex^ -vernment had previously nullified the acts of 
tending it gradually, and even adopting it m civil ..•'... 

cases, m proportion as the advantages of this precious 
institution may be practically devdoped." 



In order to carry out the principle alluded 
to in the last article here quoted, the Legisla- 
ture passed an act in the year 1834, (I believe,) 
instituting the trial by jury, and appointed a 
gentleman of legal acquirements, formerly a 
citizen of the United States, one of the judges 
to carry it into effect. A series of essays, 
written in the Spanish langfuage, were also 
published in the newspaper at the seat of the 
State Government about that time, elucidating 
the nature and advantages of the trial by jury. 
Thus we perceive that measures ti;ere taken— 
probably as soon as the state of things would 
admit— to incorporate this institution in the 
code of laws.' And, In the alterations proposed 
for the Constitution of the Republic, no men- 
tion has been made relative to this particular 
subject The reader will, therefore, judge 
with what truth the assertion has been made, 
that the government ** refused" to establish 
the trial by jury. 

One of their grievances is declared to be, 
that the government <* has failed to establish 
any public system of education,'/ 6cc. Nations 
are not " born in a day"— neit^r can their 
institutions, when newly modelled, be matured 
instantaneously* *' Public instruction" was 
considered a measure of paramount importance 
in defining the powers and duties of the go- 
vernment, and was enumerated with others in 
the constitutional provisions, but various 
causes prevented the adoption of a systematic 
plan of operations. The unsettled state of the 
country at particular times, and the lawless 
acts of the colonists themselves, were the pi in- 
cipal causes that retarded the establishment of 
public schools and other seminaries of learning, 



as the government proposed, and fully intend- 
ed to have done. 

They further charge the Federal Govern- 
ment with having acted tyrannically, as fol- 
lows:— 

<* It has suffered the military commandant station- 
ed among us to exercise arbitrary acts of oppression 
and tyranny; thus trampling upon the most sacred 
r^hts of the citizens, and rendering the military su- 
perior to the civil power." 

In what respect these "arbitrary acts" have 
been exercised, is not specified. But, as I 
have before stated, they themselves refined to 
carry into effect the laws, or render obedience 
to the civil authority, in numerous instances; 
and, of course, the Executive was obliged to 
resort to the use of military force, to cause the 
due observance of legislative enactments. 

Again, they say:— 

<*It has dissolved by force of arms the State Con- 
gress of Coahuila & Texas, and obliged our re^«- 
sentatives to fly for their lives from uie seat of go- 
vernment, thus depriving us of the fundamental 
political right of representation." 

But they do not tell us that the State go- 



the general Congress, in the sale of immense 
tracts of land, contrary to the provisions of the 
colonization laws. They keep oat of view the 
fi&ct, that it assumed the privilege of selling 
four hundred leagiies, (1,771,200 English 
acres,) even to fiireigners, m direct violation 
of the Federal statutes — and that one hundred 
leagues, or more, were actually thus disposed 
of to the New Fork land speculators. Even 
the •• provisional government" of Texas, esta- 
blished on the return of Austin from the Mex- 
icsn capital, declared these proceedings of 
the state government illegal and void. Instead 
of being necessitated "to fly for their lives," 
the members of the Legislature fled (it may 
rather be presumed) to avoid impeachment, 
or imprisonment and legal punishment for their 
misdeeds. 

l^hey also assert, that the government " has 
demanded the surrender of a number of [their] 
citizens, and ordered military detachments to 
secure and carry them into the interior for 
trial, in contempt of the civil authority, and in 
defiance of the laws and the constitution." 

We do not learn, however, that measures of 
this nature had been adopted, until it had 
been sufficientlv ascertained that the **civil au- 



thority" was prostrated, and the laws were 
wholly disregarded, in that section of the re- 
public, so far as they chose to consider them 
inconsistent with their views and pretensions. 
The following charge, too, is gravely pre- 
ferred: — 

" It has made piratical attacks upon our commerce, 
b^ commissioning foreign desperadoes, and autlio- 
rizing ,them to seize our vessels, and convey the 
property of our citizens to far distant poits for con- 
fiscation.'* 

The Mexican government is yet in its infancy, 
and has a very small marine. — Of course, it has 
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but few experienced naval commanders. Fo- 
reigners, in whom the government can repose 
confidence, are therefore occasionally appoint- 
ed to the command of its armed vessels. 1 
have before stated that the colonists were ex- 
tensively engaged in contraband trade, the 
introduction of slaves, 6cc. The custom- 
house regulations were completely '^nullified*' 
by them, when the Mexican troops were ex- 
pelled in 1832. I believe that not a single 
revenue establishment was kept up, except in 
those inteior towns where the native popula- 
tion was numerous. When the government 
vessels did succeed in capturing those engaged 
in smuggling, &c., it was necessary to take 
them to ports guarded by troops, to prevent 
their being retaken by the smugglers and Ihw- 
less * 'desperadoes" among the colonists them- 
selves, in places where they could effect it 
with impunity. Possibly, some abuses may 
have existed under this regulation: but had 
the colonists consented to aid in the execution 
of the revenue laws in the Texas ports, such 
abuses (if there even were any) might have 
been obviated. 

Another apparently serious '* grievance" is 
stated thus: — 

** It [the general government] denies us the right 
of vrorsnipping the Almigfa^ aco<Mrding to the dictates 
of our consciences — by the support of a national reli- 
gion, calculated to promote the temporal interests of 
Its human functionaries, rather than the glory of the 
true and living God." 

The institution of an established religion is a 
grand defect in the organization of the Mexi* 
can Republic. But this is nothing more than 
what may be said of the English, and msny 
•other European, as well as AmejHfcan govern- 
snents. I'he colonists well knew that none 
but the established religion was ever tolerated, 
•amstitutionallyt by the Mexican government, 
when they took the oath of allegiance to it. 
Many of them formally embraced the predomi- 
nant faith, were baptized, renewed their mar- 
riage contracts, Sec, according to the rites of the 
Catholic church. But a dispos'tion very ge- 
nerally prevailed among the Mexican people, 
to tolerate the public exercise of all other pro> 
fessions of the Christian religion; and both 
Methodists and Presbyterians held their meet- 
ings, openly, in the colonies, without the least 
degree of molestation from the government or 
individuals. Even laws were enact«d, by 
Mexicans, providing for their protection in the 
enjoyment of their religious privileges. Had 
they shown a disposition to unite with the na- 
tive inhabitants in supporting the laws of the 
country, there can be no doubt that these pri- 
vileges would eventually have been guaranteed 
them by permanent constitutional regulations. 

I omit the notice of sundry items in the list 
of grievances, set forth by the framers of their 
'* Declaratiou of Independence,'' as aforesaid. 
Many of them are merely incidental to the 
state of war, in which they have designedly 
involved themselves. But before I conclude 



my remarks, I must ask the attention of the 
reader to one more important speciiicationy 
which they dwell on with particular emphasis, 
viz: — that "the whole nature of their govern- 
ment has been forcibly changed, without their 
consent;" (meaning without the consent of the 
Mexican people at large;) and that their 
"rulers" have established ** a consolidated cen- 
tral military despotism, in which every interest 
is disregarded but that of the army and the 
priesthood," &c. 

This sweeping, wholesale assumption is em- 
bodied in their preamble; but in the sequel, 
they admit that **the Mexican people have ae* 
guieseed in** what they are pleased to call ** the 
destruction of their liberty, and the substitu- 
tion therefore of a military government." A 
few extracts from the Decree of the general 
Congress, relating to the proposed changes in 
the Constitution of the Kepublic, will throw 
some light upon this part of our subject, 
which is so completely involved in gloom by 
the "Declaration" of these revolutionists. The 
articles of the Decree aforesaid, from the third 
to the ninth, read thus: — 

** 3. The system of government of the nation is a 
republican, popular, representative one. 

4. The exercise of the supreme national power 
will continue to be divided into Legislative, Execudve, 
and Judicial, which cannot be united in any case nor 
for any pretext. — ^There shall be established, more- 
over, means sufficient to prevent the three powers 
from transcending the limits of their attributes. 

5. The exercise of the l^;i8lative power shall re- 
side in a Congress of the representatives of the na- 
tion, divided into two Chambers, one of Deputies, 
and the other of Senators, who shall be elected 
periodically by the people. The constitutional law 
will determine the quauficatioos which the electors 
and the elected must possess; the time, maimer, 
and form of their elections ; the period of the elect ; 
and every thing relative to the essential organization 
of these two parts of the aforementioned power, and 
to the circle of their prerc«ptives. 

6. The exercise or the Executive power shall re- 
side in a President, to be elected indirecUy and pe- 
riodically by the people, a Mexican by birth, wliose 
other circumstances, as well as those of his election, 
his term of ofiice^ his powers and mode of exercising 
them, will be determined by the constitutional law. . 

7. The exercise of the Judicial power shall reside 
in a Supreme Court of Justice, and in die tribunals 
and judges, which the constitutional law shall esta- 
blish : then* prerogatives, their number, duration, 
radication, responsibility, and mode of election, the 
said law will establish. 

8. The national territory will be divided into de- 
partments, upon the basis of. population and other 
conducive circumstances: a ccmstitutional law will 
detail their number, extent, and subdivisions. 

9. For the government df the Departments, there 
shall be Governors and departmental juntas ; these 
shall be chosen by the people, in the mode and in the 
number, "which the law shall establish; and those 
shall be appointed periodically, by the supreme ex- 
ecutive power, on the prc^iosal of the said juntas.'* 

These are the principal leading features of 
the Constitution proposed for the Mexican 
Kepublic, under its new organization. It 
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would seem to bear very little resemblance to 
a mere system of "military despotism," as the 
n^exas colonial insurrectionists assert ! The 
probability i%, that the people will possess as 
much liberty, be equally as well protected in 
the enjoyment of their inherent, inalienable 
rights and privileges ; and also witness more 
stability in their political institutions, and 
tranquillity among themselves, under such a 
form of government^ than that of a more com- 
plicated system. 

When it was proposed to organize a Federal 
Republican government in Mexico, after the 
brief reign of the Emperor Iturbide, delegates 
were elected by the-people to meet in conven- 
tion for the purpose. This body was denomi- 
nated a *• Constituent Congress," and was 
invested with authority |o frame a Constitution, 
in much the same way as did the ''Convention" 
which framed that of the United States of the 
North. But in providing for future amend- 
ments or alterations of the Constitution, which 
was subsequently adopted by the nation, the 
calling of such conventions was dispensed 
with; and the necessary power was delegated 
to the general Congress, to be exercised, 
should the state of the country require it, 
under certain formal rules of proceeding. 
One of the Articles of the Constitution, grant- 
ing this authority to the National Congress, is 
in these words : — 

•* In erder to reform or amend this Constitution 
or the Constii^utive Act, shall be observed, besides 
the rules prescribed in the foregoine articles, all the 
requisites provided for the formation of laws, ex- 
ceptinff the right to make observations granted to 
the President, in article 106." 

The Congress was thus constituted a " Con- 
vention," for this especial purpose, entirely 
independent of the Executive. The •• right to 
make observations granted to the President," 
in the formation of general laws, was the same 
ill principle as that of the Feto power, g\y en to 
the President of this republic. In the case 
before us, it was withheld. It will therefore 
appear, that the Mexican Congress was duly 
authorize^ to ** reform or amend" the national 
Constitution, when the state of the country 
should require it Whether the actual state 
of things did call for it, or not, is a pertinent 
subject for investigation, before we join the 
revolutionists in their condemnation of the 
measure. That body acted upon its constitu- 
tional responsibility, and it may be presumed 
independently of all authority but that of the 
people, to whom alone the members were ame- 
nable for the abuse of their power. 

I have previously stated that the principles 
of " Ntdlification," as professed . by many in 
this country, had taken deep root, and were 
often practically exemplified, in the Mexican 
Confederacy. The Texas colonists, individu- 
ally, and some of the States, in their "sove- 
reign" capacity, acted them out thoroughly; 
and not only were the tranquillity and pros- 
perity of the nation thus endangered, but even 



the stability of its free institutions, and the 
permanency of the government, were rendered 
wholly insecure, and liable to eventual des- 
truction. The more intelligent and reflecting 
among the M^ican people, were fully sensible' 
of this. They found by an experience of years, 
that the complicated system of government, 
adopted by their Anglo* American neighbors, 
was nbt sufficiently understood by the mass of 
their citizens, and consequently not adapted 
to their state and condition. In considering 
the proposal for a change in the Constitution, 
the municipality of Toluca expressed the fol- 
lowing views and sentiments: — 

" Feeling, therefore, the pressing and impenous 
necessity of terminating and hereafter preventing the 
abuses which have frequently been maae of power by 
the authorities of the different States— using it formerly 
and at present in several of them to the prejudice of 
the people, with whose happiness (the prime object 
of all social institutions) they had been entrusted, 
but which they sacrificed to their own private in- 
terests or to disgraceful passions : convinced, also, 
that it is indispensably necessary to adopt a mode c£ 
government more consistent with the establishment 
of an administration so economical as to repair the 
poverty, decay, and ruin, to which the profession 
and complexions of the present system has reduced 
the country, and so strong as to extricate it from 
opprobrious and expressive bankruptcy; to supply 
our internal wan^, and restore and coosdidate our 
impaired credit; opposed also to tyrannical and 
absolute power, whether exercised by one or more 
persons, dr by the unbiassed multitude ; tired of 
enduring sometimes heavy and barbarous oppi'es- 
sion, sometimes dreadful and bloody anarchy; 
desirous at length to see perpetually and irrevocably 
secured the peaceable enjoyment of a moderate 
national and constitutional freedom, and of the other 
social rights which have hitherto been merely nomi- 
nal, and basely violated," &c. &c. 

With this understanding of their state and 
condition, and this desire to improve it, in 
order to secure the peace and happiness of 
themselves and the successive generations of 
their posterity, the change in the constitu- 
tion was proposed, and sanctioned voluntarily 
by an immense majority of the Mexican peo- 
ple. It was also finally '* acquiesced in" by 
them unanimouslyt with the exception of a 
sm'.ill fractional part of the inhabitants of one 
of the states — and that fractional part composed 
almost entirely of foreigners, many of whom 
had not acquired citizenship in the Republic. 
This is the ostensible pretext, (though not the 
real one,) now urged by the Texas insurrec- 
tionists, for waging war against the Mexican 
government. They did not pretend to have 
sufficient cause of complaint, to adopt measures 
for their entire independence, so long as the 
hope existed that the Federal form of go- 
vernment could be continued. It is evi- 
dent, therefor^, that they were not oppressed. 
But they deny to the great mass of the Mexican 
people the right to abrogate such institutions 
as their own experience teaches them are 
unsuited to their condition ) unless, indeed, 
they will give up a large portion of their 
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countr}% and leave a ^reat number of their 
brethren to the exclusive control and unap- 
proved government of foreigners. Texas 
never did exercise the authority of an inde* 
pendent sovereignty. Neither did the colonists 
ever, exclusively, possess the attributes of a 
community, clothed with any political power 
whatever. When they settled in the country, 
they took up their abode among the native 
inhabitants, promised obedience to their laws, 
and were ever legally subject to all the regu- 
lations of their government. They never 
possessed a shadow of legal title to a foot of 
the soil, further than what a part of them 
acquired by the munificence and liberality of 
that same people and government, and what 
they obtained by purchase from them. What 
authority then can they claim, to dictate to 
the Mexican nation the formula of its political 
institutions — or demand the relinquishment of 
its right to possess and govern the country in 
which they have thus been permitted to settle 
themselves ? It was an acknowledged axiom 
with the founders of this Republic, that when- 
ever any form of government fails to secure to 
its citizen? generally the possession of their 
inalienable privileges, in the *' pursuit of hap- 
piness,** &c. — •• it is the right of the people 
to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new 
government, laying its foundation on such 
principles, and organizing its powers in such 
form, as to them shall seem most likely to 
effect their safety and happiness." Yet ihey 
never promulj^ated the doctrine, that a small 
minority in a community should exercise the 
right to prevent the majoritif from carrying 
this principle into effect. To elucidate the 
subject more fully, let us suppose a case, 
which would be strictly analogous to the one 
before us. 

At the close of the American revolution, 
«nd prevous to the organization of our present 
form of government, a part of the Province of 
Pennsylvania was settled by a considerable 
number of Germans. 1 bey had migrated from 
the monarchical principalities of Kurope, or 
at least from countries whose political institii- 
tions were different in their principles and 
organic structure from ours. We will suppose 
they did not approve the democratic republican 
form of government which our fathers esta- 
blished under the present Constitution. They 
composed a small part of the population of 
the province. They were settled among the 
native inhabitants, (or there were a large 
number of natives in the same part with them- 
sefves) whose ancestors hud opened farms and 
built up villages long before these foreigners 
had asked or obtained permission to fix their 
residence there. They had declared allegi- 
ance to the government under the first 
confederation ; they promised obedience to 
the laws and regulations which should in 
future be enacted by the legal authorities; 
and they were kindly treated, and in a few 
instances advanced to stations of honor, trust, 
and profit. But although the native inhabitants 



in the province out-numbere;f! them, as more 
than three or four to one, we will assume that 
they refused their sanction to the government, 
under the federal organization of this Union. 
The natives were almost unanimous in giving 
their assent ; all, except these fureignera, ap- 
proved or finally *• acquiesced^ in the pro- 
posed change. 

Now, let us suppose, that in this state of 
things, these Germans had declared fur the 
old confederation, taken up arms to resist the 
authority of the general Congress, called upon 
their brethren in Europe to aid them in their 
rebellion, and finally declared the independence 
of Lancaster, Berks, and as many other conti- 
guous counties as they might eventually be 
able to conquer : nay, suppose they had ex- 
pressed the intention in their **' Declaration," 
to make themselves masters of the whole 
State of Pennsylvania, a part of Virginia and 
of Ohio, and nearly all th^ Territory of Michi- 
gan, while they were still dependent upon the 
Germans in Europe for men, money, and other 
means to accomplish their object ! ! What, I 
ask, would the people of the United States 
have said and done ? What would their bre- 
thren, ** their own countrymen" in Europe, 
consider their duty in such a case ? What 
judgment, indeed, would the nations of the 
civilized world have pronounced upon their 
daring •• usurpation" of power— their ambi- 
tious, yet impotent efforts— their total disregard 
of justice, or their ignorance of the fiinda« 
mental principles of human government? I need 
not say what the impartial verdict would have 
been. 

Tell me not, that the comparison here fails 
in the application to our subject. It is strictly 
correct in every essential particular. If 
there is any variance in the similitude, the 
Germans of Pennsylvania would have been 
more justifiable than the Texas colonists in 
raising the standard of revolt, had they objected 
to the change in the form of government upon 
the principle above stated. Many of the 
former settled in the country long before the 
native inhabitants threw off the sliackles of 
foreign domination, and helped to fi^ ht the 
battles of national liberty. But the latter (with 
the exception of a very few) introduced 
themselves after the independence of the 
nation had been secured, by the establishment 
of a new government. Those wiio are ac- 
quainted with the history of Texas colonization, 
well know that I have fairly stated facts and 
circumstances ; and it will be found, iu the 
end, that my inferences are just and my con- 
clusions undeniable. 

1 have stated that "a vast combination was 
entered into, (though not formally organiz- 
ed,") having in view the re-establishmcnt of 
slavery in the Texas country, &c. I might 
rest the assertion on the evidence already 
adduced in proof of this; but, in order to 
illustrate it more clearly, I will ask the reader** 
attention to some more facts and observations 
connected with the subject. 
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This detign wu openly nwniruteil n ahoii 
time »ner the selllement of the famoui " Mii- 
iDuri QueMi'^n," by which it vta decided (hat 
silvery ihoiild n^ver be extended to *ny 
portion of the territory of the United Si«es. 
above the line uF 36 degrees und 30 nilnutt's 
or north Ulitude. Wheo the treity, defining 
the wcs'ern boundary of Louisian*, wsa raliBcd 
by our government, many i.f our cilizens were 
dissatisfied, because the 1'eiaa counlry was 
not Included within its limits. To some uf 
ihese the question of slavery, in that region, 
did not prub ably then occur; but soon after 
the coluniziliun cotnmenced, under Austin, 
it became a subject of general conversation 
and newspaper remark, in our Southern Slates. 
All the writers for the papers, at that perioii. 
contemplated the anneiaiion of the territciry 
to that of the EJnited Slates. Amung the 
tirst who publicly advocated the measure, 
particularly in reference lo the Mlenwun of 
the syBtem of slavery, were the writers oflno 
or more series of essays, originally published 
at St. Louis, in Missouri, over the aignaturi^E 
of "JmmOTnut," and "La Salic."* These 
euaya were attributed to the pen of ihe Hon. 
T. H. Benton, now a Senator in the CongresB 
of the United States. To give tlie reader a 
correct idea of their drift, and the manner in 
which llie doctrines they inculcated were re- 
ceived in different parts of the Union, I submit 
a few extracts from sundry publications, isau-td 
soon after they made their appearance. It 
nay be proper, however, to premise, (hat aiir 
government (then completely under the influ- 
ence of the fllaveholding interest] was endt^a- 
Toring to obtain a cession of the territory In 
question, and that it was at (he period of (he 
laitinvaslon of Mexico, by the armies of Spain. 
The first quotation which I shall make. Is 
from the Edgefield Carotinion, a newspaper 
aaid to be then underihe control uf the present 
ir M'nufEe, of South Caroli 



in the St. Louis Beacon, i . _ __ 

' Americanus,' and altribuCed to Colonel Benton, of 

treatj of 1819, and lUap/aying- Ihe advanlagei of 
the retnKcuian,hnte operated upon the public mind 
ID the vest with electrical force and ra^dity. 
The writer produces strong circumstantial pnio^ 
that the aurroHler of Tesas resulted from the lub- 
iervlency of our m^olialor to S]iain, in her contest 
with Meileo, toother with the powerful subiiding 
modve of hoatihty to the Hjulhern and western sec- 
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relinquished by thi 



now a subject of much 
This valuable territorj has now devolved on the 
republic of Mexico, anri from the eoulition of that 
country, suffering under ijevation and civil ioar, 
and tctlh tcanig Jinancea, it is su^qrased that tlie 
retrocession migtit be obtained for a reasMiBhli: 
equivalent. Great eoufidence b expressed that ibr 
administration will embrace the present favorthli- 
oecaaon of regaining an eitenilve and fertile region 



' BranferniEcuia Speech cf Jvhn Qninc; Adim 

joining, as far i'l lho° rIo ""Bravo a'\ NoiW,'»h'"„ 

altD t>e fbund, by a reference to Ibe um« ipetcli, ILat 
this claim could mM tir luftained, hj dipia&Btie ethirt, 

Mr. Adamt wflirciuiidepknim the gTVpini: dni^t 
of our ilavehoWioB, l«id-»pccula«iig KCBirf, ihalhi, 

tranilalnl into the Spaniih lanrnige, ml piibliilied in ■ 
pmopblelyil dw Mexican capital— a cap} uf which we 



loudly den 



ihe negotiation had 
le it was proceedji^ 

jMadrid, and wliere the restrictiooisls 

nbled in all dieL 
negotiator wag Mr. Adams, tlie 
of the most tliorough -going amcsig those reelrictionists. 
' Americanus ' eiposes the evils to the United States 
of this surrender under twelve distinct heads. Two 
of them of particular interest to this section of the 
country, are, that it brinei a non-alavehoidine 
aapiTtin }-uxtapeationv>ilhthe aUivehotihng tovth- 
aeat, and diminishes tbe outlet for the Indians inha- 
biting the States of Geoi^ia, Alabama, Misussiiipi 

A Charleston paper »1$o then obierved: — 
hat he [President Jack! 
iriety and practicabillt, 
St territory of Texai,' im 
led by the welfare of the 
ot &U to exercise an im- 
portant and favorable influence upon Ihe future 
destiniia of the South, b;i increaaing the votes of the 
shiveholding states ui the United States Senate." 

The Louiuana papers entered warmly kito the 
diacuasion of tbe question, about tlie same time. 
One of them openly asserted that General Houston 
liad then gone to the Texas caimtrj, for Ihe Jntrpote 
of revohSiordanf it, and observed; "We may 
expect, shortly, to hear of his railing hia flu^.'* 

The .^rkantat Gaztlte, & paper IhnroUKhly 
ideniilied with the slavcholding Interest, held 
forth this language, in the year 1830, respect- 
ing the purchase of the Texas country; — 

"As the subject of the purchase of Texas has en- 
grossed much oi tlie attention of our noliticians for a 
year or two past, it may not perhaps be inipn^ier to 
state that we are in possession of information, derived 
from a source entided to the hi^est credit, whieh 
destrojs all hope if the speedy acquisition of tliat 
country by the United Slates. Colonel Butler, the 
Charge d'Affiiircs of tlie United States to Meiico, 
was specially authorized by the President to treat 
with that government fbrthepurchaseofTexas. The 
present predominant party are decidedly opposed to 
the ceding any portion of its territory . [The writer 
might have added, and so are aU parltea.^ No 
hopes need therefore be entertained of our acquiring 
Texas, until some nther party more friendly to the 
United States than the present, shall predominate in 
Mexico, and perhapt not until the people t£ Texas 
tbaO thrara ^ff Ihe yoke ^ allegiance to tlut go. 
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vemment, which they will do no doubt so soon as 
they shftll have a reasonable pretext for doing so.* 
At present they are probably subject to as few 
exactions and impositions as any people under the 
sun." 

In addition to the writings of various editors 
of newspapers and their correspondents, we 
might enumerate the speeches of distinguished 
political orators, members of legislafive bodies, 
6cc. tending to show the general anxiety of the 
people in our southern states for the acquisi- 
tion of Texas and the certain calculations 
they made on the establishment and perpetua- 
tion of slavery therein, I will, however, quote 
a few from only one or two. In the Virginia 
Convention of 1829, Judge Usphur, of the 
Superior Court, observed, in a speech of 
considerable length, that if Texas should be 
obtained, which he strongly desired, it .would 
raise the price of slaves, and be a great advan- 
tage to the slaveholders in that state. — Mr. 
Gholson also stated in the Virginia assembly, 
in the year 1832, that the price of slaves fell 
twefity-Jive per cent, within two hours after the 
news was received ef the non-importation act 
which was passed by the Legislature of 
Louisiana. Yet he believed the acquisition 
of Texas would raise their ^tice fifty per cent, 
at least. 

These plain indicatioru of the resolution 
formed by the slaveholding party in thelJnited 
States, for the acquisition of the Texas coun* 
try, opened the eyes of some of our honest 
citizens. A few of the northern presses spoke 
out upon the subject The Geniua of Univer' 
sal Emancipation, for September 16tb, 1829, 
then published in Baltimore, contained the 
following article. — 

IMPORTANT RUMOR. 

We copy the information below, from the Na- 
tional Journal. The public has been, for some months, 
acquainted with the fact that Captain Austia has bad 
the grant of certain privileges in navigating the 
JRio dd Piorte with steam veesels, &,c. And it has 
also been conjectured that a disposition prevailed 
among some of our politicians to annex the vast tract 
of country, comprising the Texas and pans, or the 
whole, of several of the adjoining Mexican provinces, 
to this Republic- But we have not, until very re- 
cently, learned that a project of this kind is not only 
onjooly but that our minister to Mexico is using his 
influence to induce that government to cede to us the 
country in question. 

This proposition, we think, is of much greater im- 
portance than at first meets the eye. Some of our 
contemporaries speak quite favorably of the adoption 
of immediate measures for the acquisition of the 

* This idea prevailed so generally in Mississippi, at the 
period here alluded to, that the electors of one district put 
the following, among other interrogatories, to their can- 
didates for Congress :— 

** Your opinion of the acquisition of Texas, and how — 
whether by force or treaty— and whether the law 

Sreventing the emigtation of the Americans is not evi- 
ence of apprehension that that province w ishes to secede 
from the Mexican government ; and whether, if requested, 
we oug4)t to g^reue seceder military assistance; and what 
would TC the effect of the,acquiudon of Texas upon our 
planting interest.'* 



territory in question. Othen, in noticing it, paki 
over it without comment. 

What, we would ask, would be the conseqaenea 
of adding so large a territory to our already extensive 
domain? What the line of poUcy that will in such 
an event 'be pursued with respect to Slavery, in 
saiJ territory? These momentous queries force 
themselves upon our minds, as subjects of the deepest 
interest. We shall very soon recur to the general 
sutnect, and give our viewa of it more at length. 

Texas.— Uf the importance of this vast territory* 
whether viewed geographically or politically, as an 
appendage to the u nited States, ever^ one must be 
well aware. We believe that no man is more sensible 
ot the value of such an acquisition than our minister 
to Mexico; and we believe that a treaty of boundary, 
by which the Texas should be included in our Re- 
public, has been one of the chief objects of his hopes, 
and, as far as he^ould with propriety act, his efforts. 
The following article, extracted from the Creole» 
refers to a report that Great Britain has attempted to 
obtain by purchase this large tract of territory. In 
the present depressed and distracted condition of 
Mexico ; a great portion of her capital lost by her 
impolitic exclusion of the old Spaniards ; and an 
expedition hostile in its character and designs, on 
its way to her shores, it is not to be conceived that 
she will listen with indifference to any offers ad- 
dressed to her cupidity. It may be a sul^ect well 
worthy the attention and deliberation of (/ongreas, 
whether an appropriation to the amount required for 
the acquisition of this territory, would not be amply 
compensated by so large an accession to our territorial 
wealth and political power: 

Texas. — Rio Grande del Norte, or Great North 
River. — Captain Austin has obuined a grant from 
each of the States through which this river passest 
securing to him the exclusive navigation of its wstera, 
and is about to proceed on his first voyage, to ascend 
it by steam as high as Chihuahua, the capital of the 
State of that name, a distance of about six hundred 
miles. A voyage from New Orleans to Metamorsa 
or Refugio, on the del Norte, can be made in three 
or four days, and thence by steam to Chihuahua in 
the same time. The Ariel which left New York 
foi this purpose, has an engine oi 36 horse power, is 
about lot) tons burthen, moves at the rate of eleven 
miles and a half an hour, and draws but three feet 
four inches water. At high water she can get np to 
within fifteen leagues of Santa Fe, without being 
obstructed by the rapids. Thus a journey which now 
occupies two months, may be performed in a tort- 
night, and the products of one of the richest and 
most delightful regions in the world be added to oar 
imports. 

A rumor reached us by the last packet from Mexico, 
(the Virginia,) that a company of British merchant 
had offered to advance $.%(Xi(),000 to the Mexican 
government on the condition that the province of 
Texas should be placed under the protection ol[ 
Great Britain. It was also said that a proposition, 
would be made by the Mexican government, to pat 
the Texas lands into our possession, on a loan of the 
above sum. —This would be in contemplation of a 
treaty of cession to the United States, by which Uie 
Rio del Norte will become our southern boundary, 
if the proposition should still be accepted. The 
talents and experience of Captain Austin render him 
every way qualified for the bold project he has con- 
ceived, and we hope to see him early crowned 
with success proportioned to his zeal and activitv*** 

Creole. 

In the Nashville Banner of the 2]8t ult. we find 
some communications on this subject; in one of 
which it is recommended to exchanfe the territory 
west of the Rocky Mountains for tBe Province of 
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Texas. The acquisition of the Texas has been 
advocated bjr Mr. Clay, in his speech on the ^^panish 
treaty, in which he also eloquently deprecates the 
attainment of the province by any foreign power. 
** If (said he) Texas, after bdng peopled by us, 
should at some distant day bi'eak off, she will carrv 
with her a noble crew, consisting of our children s 
children, the sons of freemen." 

From one of the communications of the Banner 
we make the followmg extract, in reference to this 
subject. 

**The custom-house of New Orleans has paid the 
purchase money of Louisiana. If there is any man 
in the Union who has felt himself straitened in his 
private affairs in consequence of this payment, let 
him proclaim his name, and he shall have redress — 
but there is not one. 

"The customs of Texas would do the same 
thing. The Mexican, steeped to the lip in pover- 
ty, threatened with a powerful invasion by the 
mother country, will part witli this property .or any 
thing else for the sake of money. Now is the 
time, and this is tliQ hour, to strike fol* our country's 
weal. 

"Commercial men, every way qualified to form 
an estimate and to ^ive an' opinion, have said that 
Texas, in the hands of the British, would be of as 
much, or more importance to them, than the island 
of Jamaica. Let us for a moment imagine this de- 
lightful region in the hands of that proud and over- 
hearing nation, flinging bone^ of discord to the two 
sister republics, and tlien imagine, if you can, the 
deep toned imprecations, Uiat would pei*vade this na- 
tion from Miine to the Sabine, from the sources of 
the J^ssotiri to the moutli of the Chesapeake. 

**I believe president Jackson has a listening atten- 
tive ear. It is said he would as soon scan the opi- 
nions of a coporal, as those of a Major General, and 
that he with equal readhiess would adopt or reject 
either as his judgment might determine. Believing 
this to be the fact, I venture to make the above sug- 
gestion — with the addition that there is not one mo- 
ment to be lost." 

Since the forgoing was put in type, we have seen 
a numoer of spirited essays upon tne subject before 
us; and we cannot longer disguise the fact, that the 
advocates of slavery are resolved, at all hazards 
to obtain the territory in question^ if possible, for 
THE AVOWED PURPOSE OP ADniso FIVE OR 
SIX aMORE SLAVEHOLDING STATES to 
THIS union! !! 

It is now time for the people of the United States, 
who are opposed to the further extension of this 
horrible evil, (an evil unparalleled in the present 
state ef tlie world,) to AROUSE FROM THEIR 
LETHARGY, and nip the monstrous attempt in 
the bud. We thei*efore call upon them, ivith burn' 
ing' anxiety, to open their eyes to a sense of the ap- 
proaching danger. A "Missouri Question" — nay, a 
"Question," vastly more important, is nov} upon the 
tapis. Let it be duly considered; and let the pubhe 
voice, /rom every quarter of the Republic, denounce 
in tones of thunder, the unhallo-wea proceeding. 

It must be borne in mind, that the svstem of 
slavery has been abolished in Texas, by the Mexi- 
can government. It is now a free state. But 
the avowed design of Senator Benton, and others of 
his political clan, is to change this state of things, and 
introduce the slave system, with all its barbarities, 
again. Should tlie territory be added to this Unkm, 
upo'n the condition that slavery shotUd still be 
INTERDICTED, a great number of the colored 
people in tlie United States, at least those bordering 

3 . • 



on the Mississippi, might be induced to remove 
thither. Jt -would be the most suitable place for 
them in the -world. But a oreateb curse couhl 
scarcely befall our country, tlian the annexation of 
that immense territory to this Republic, if the sys- 
tem of slavery should likewise be re-established 
there. 

The present Administration of the ^;eneral govern- 
ment is believed to l>e in favor of obtaining this terri- 
tbiy, -with the view of increasing the munber of 
Slaveholding States. It is, indeed, boldly intimated 
in the JSTatimial Intelligencer, that itsgotiatioks 
FOR IT ARE NOW FSNDI17&. Again we say : Let 
the public sentiment be expressed. — Let the moral 
influence of the people— (tlie honest yeomanry of the 
nation )--be fa^ard, from the hi^est peak of our 
mo«mtains to the lowest valley — from the nortliem 
and eastern confines of the Union to its farthest 
soutliem and western limits. A more important 
occasion for such an expression of their will never 
occurred, and perhaps never may again. We shall 
not let the matter rest here." 

The Genius of Universal Emancipation, for 
September 25tl), (the week following) pur- 
sues the subject as follows: 

<<THS PURCHASE OF TEXAS. 

This subject now resolves itself into a JSTational 
Question of the utmost importance — the limitatioit 
AHfD circumscription,* OP the extension and 
PERPETUATION, of AMERICAN SLAVERY. It 
MJll be in vun for any one to place a different con- 
struction upon the prt^Msition. The quarter in 
which it originates; tlie champions who step forth in 
its defence; the time selected for its accomplish- 
ment ; — but above all, the argumeni used to shew 
its propriety, prove as clearly as even the most indu- 
bitable evidence can prove, that the great and leading 
object cS its advocates is to enlarge the boundaries of 
the region of Slavery, and extend tlie period of its 
duration, in this Republic. 

It is well understood in the political circles, that 
the most active promoter of this scheme is no less a 
personage than the famous Thomas H. Bentoit, 
now a Senator in the CQngress of the United States, 
and to whom the State of Missouri is more indebted 
tlian to any other man, for the ** blessings" of slavery, 
which have been entailed upon her. Benton is a man 
possessed of some good qualities. While his political 
principles, so far as they relate to slavery, are of the 
most detestable cast, hypoa^isy is not, by any means, 
a conspicuous trait in lus character. In general, he 
speaks out, boldly, the tyrannical aristocracy of his 
heail ; and an opponent may always know where to 
find him. We knew him well, as a chivalrous quill- 
di*iver, during the.period of the Missouri contest. 
Then, as now, he strenuously advocated the unlimit- 
ed exercise of all the odious "privileges and immu- 
nities" of a hereditary, irresponsible slaveholder: — 
and, indeed, he practically understood the nature of 
the cau'se he espotised. 

The esssays now publishing in the newspapers, 
over the signature of *^ Ameiicanus,''^ urging the 
immediate purchase of the province of Texas, are 
said to be from the pen oi this ambitious, political 
aspirant. Of the correctness of the supposition we 
have not a shadow of doubt. Now, as formerly, he 
unblushingly advocates the whole system of slavery, 
without any qualification whatever. One of the 
reasons that he assigns (and one which he seems to 
consider the strongest) for the purchase of Texas, is, 
as we have before 8tat4^, that five or six more 
slaveholding states** may thus be added to the 
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___ 1, th»t the United Sl»tea oiwe hail 

■ itehtTuI cWm to tlie prerinoe rf Teitsa, hy virtue 
CftneLouiiiuuipurehuei but thu (he continues) 
ft WM lost lAriruj'A tkt injbience of Ih* nim-itme 
holdiug tnitrat in Conf^at. Thia beir^ his rit-w 
of the nutter he now oiioalMea that the 8L WV- 
ITE PARTY is etra« enough to reyerae the t\- 
{■tine at«tE t:f\}an^,»niopma,ntiiivjBTld,m''«.-weTf. 
fbr the empk>7nient of iltve-lebor, like the eolonia! 
prcgectnra haie genenllj done berore him, rinoe t1>e 
diasoTerv of the Amerieain oontinent by the Kum- 
peana. There la a littJe difTerence, however, in thi' 
mode haretofore adtnted for aupplj-in^ the iferoaiiil 
lor tlnTM and thai which he no* haa in cerlempla- 
tJon. Instead of a dependence upon the African 
ilaTetr«de, he would eonven the whole eitent of 
oountr]', where aliTe-Ubor it unptiifitsble,and where 

tJoTiH.anrib}' thia means people those more aouthiein 
regiona with a nee of servilts (part of whom woiilil . 
be bred eapeaall)' for the puqwoe) at Isat tieict m , 
fail B) it coald bt done by the fortign imfUrtation 
alant. This would indeed be a splendid prtjert! 
worthy of the etpaeioua mind of a Bibtoh, who, I 
we muat admit, is fully (ompetent to school * Hiu-- 1 
kln«,oraU'Wolf,in rnattera ofthis nature. The 
boldnesa with which be advoealn meuuret n I'e- ' 
pagnant to the feelinga of the Riore religioua and 
moral portion of the BominuniCT, would seem to 
nvour aoniewhat of rashneu, >o other ■taleamnn. 
periMps, would dare, at this period of reiwbliean 
nftrnution, and in thia en of republican light, lo 
ntter the ^rannioid aentimenU that he does, on 
■tariry, *t least in so open and undisguised imannir. 
He mint have gnat conBdence in the strength of the 
ttaveUt parlgi or, otherwise, he muat calculate 
largely upon the aid of the "dinir/i Jacid" gentry 
ft the non-slivehdding alatet. To anure the co- 
^ operation of theae. every appeal will he made to their 
euindity— ererj inducement hdd out that the hOjii; 
ofgovemmentalpatronageunder the present dynasiy, 
can conjure up. — And QaX. aome of them will pi^ie 
reoreant in the hour of trial, and lash Ihemaeltei. to 
the car of despotism, past experience learca ue iio 
room to doubt. How many wdl thus degrade them- 
■elTes, and diagrace the land tj their birth, time alone 
will show. 

We ant Elad to find, since the hist number of our 

rttt wai lasued, that the eubject befare u> ia viewed 
the same light at we view it, by aome of our 
most reipeotable oontemporarlea. llie Petmtgh'n- 
itia Gaxtllt. of Philadelphia, and the ^mericni 
of New York, have come out in plain terms, an 
eipi-es) in a decided (one their spprehenaioni, i 

• The acquisition of the Texas promiiKs to be 
leading measure of the present ad ministration, m 
without doubt, one cf great magnitude and impoi- 
anCe. Thii will be very apparent from the fact 
stated, that the territory in question will make iiir 
aUtea, aa large aa Kentucky i to which add the n|u 
ling cocwderalion that it is designed lo make the 



'The Richmond Enquirer, with one of its hint* 
that are meant to siguity a great deal, says — *The 
Statesmen who are at the bead of our iffain, are 
not the men we take them to be, if they hate not 
already purtued the proper atepa for obtaining the 
cnaicHi of Teia* eien before the able Nos . of Amr 



le light. But, n«iu vtrreiu.' 
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... _ therefore to unrieratind, that nieaturet an al- 
i-eatly in ti-ain for the recoYCry of Texas. ' T/lt ' 
nbU numbert of .imeritanui' put die impnttanoe of 
this recovery to Southern men and Southern inta- 
resl, on the ground of the apaee and advatagea that 
country wilf alfia^, fv, 'ttie future eiiatenee cC 
Slave 9ute*.' Within th.- boundaries rf Texia, 
^nine States,' says Americanua ^aa large as Ken- 
tucky may be foiined.' With the iramenae bene- 
fits before our (Tea seeured to the United Statea by 
ihe anjuiiition of Louiuana, we should be eautioua in 
pronouncing qainsl Ihe eipediency of enrieavorin|; 
to obtain, for a fiur equivalent, so nne a [stmnoe aa 
Texas, and which runs in, in various parts, upoo 
what may, perhaps, be not impinperly called our 
national tioundariea. Yet, m die other hand, vhea 
the great, and, a* we do not heutate to aaj, onjuat 
preponderance of the Slave States, in the existiiif 
confederacTi ia ooOBdered, it may well cauae the in- 
habitants of the free slates to pause, and maturely to 
consider the etTect upon ■ our institution* and Union, 

. of the increase, bv the half dozen, of theae atatea— 
bound together by one common bond of peril, of 
profit, antl of political power. The moral conriden- 
ilons, too, which belcif to this subject, connected 
with the new md vast markrt that this proiiiwe 
would open to the domeetio slaie-trade — not lea* 
ntrocioUB in prindple. if soroewhat milder in practiee, 
[lian that which on the coast of Africa ia pronounced 
piracy, and puniahed with death — will not fail ta 
present themaelvea with force to the minda of all 
sonudeiate men.' 

The stand thua taken In die respectable and inflti. 
ential paper* above nnmeiCinaurci (he hope that 4m 

, more reOecdng part if our l(jlawci(4iena«ill thwart 
(he intentions of the advwates of slaveiy, in tbc pr«- 
4ent case, and put thia ^pntie scheme to mt for a 
j jcason. We were aware that a deadly aptithT C9t- 
I Isted, relative to the subject under review, and t^ it 
, our duty to sound the locain of alarm. Whatercr 
•e may think of (he puroliase of the terribry In 
question, with the view of colonizing oor oolored, 
I people there by thamehca, we do tKA dunk it weald 
I oe safe to do it at the present period. Trae, tha 
1 majority of the people are ^ipoaed to the eiteniatta 

; of slavery-, but will that majori^ act efficiendy M 

' j the present time ' We have strong doubta of tUi) 

' I and are deudediy of the opinion that the wisest poli- 
cy will be to defer the purchase, 'inUI the puUia 
I mind ia fully prepaiw' ■^-' •>•- — -^ 

L slavery heyona the lin 

1 1 The evidence thua i 
I people and govemmen 

t territory in question, even con(nir7 lo d 

- I wishes </ the Mexicans, induced their I 

- take a very aerioua view of the aulnect. I'he foUov- 
' ing is an ettroct frtan a paper bid befcre the Mexl- 

n Coifiess, in the yeai^ 1829, by Ihe Secretat7 of 
ate. A strmg appeal waa made to the nation, to 
, I loslun the govenmient in reaisting what was a l le g ed 
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tobcK premeditited uxt dttermined eocraachmtnt 
DpoD tnor (erriuirnl toTereignt;. 1 ihill co[i;, 
bawever, but kbidrII porlkn of hi) rcnurki. 

"The Ncnth Ameriuini sammeine bj- JDCraduciDg 
tbenueivfi inia the territorj which aef oofet on 
pr«tetice of commereia] n^oUalionB or of the eaU- 
blWirotntnf colonics, with or without the nMenl oi 
the GoTeroment to which il belongs. These colo- 
nie* gtow, muldply, become the predominint part in 
tile popuUtion ; vul u aoon M ■ support ia four 
'""■ r, Ihey be^ to set up rights whidi 



itibiela 



I, and I 



bring foi-wird ridiculous pretenuona^ founded upon 
histories] futs which src ulmiited by nobody, such 
a> l^ssile'i Voyages, now known to be a falsehood, 
but which sei-vts as a support, at this time, for tlidr 
elaim to Teiai. These eitrav^nt oninions. are 
for the Grit time, presented lo the world by unknown 
writers; Slid the labor which ii employed by others 
ki olTeriT^ proofs and rmsonings, is i]ient by them in 
repetitions and multiplied allegstion, fpr the purpose 
"-■ Tii^the ■■ '- ■ ' 



" Their machinatioDS in the coUDtrr they wish to 
acquire, are then hrourht to light by the appearance 
of eiptorers, some of whom settle on the nil, 
" ■ ■ ' ■ not affect the 

«■ possession of 
! by clegrees, 
nmroments wbith disturb the polilical state M the 
country in dispute ; and then follow disooutenti and 
dissatisfaction calculated to latigue tlis patience of 
the legitimate oruer, and to diminish the usefulnea 
of the admiaistratian and of the exerdse of aulliority. 
When things hare come lo (his pass, which ia pre- 
riiely the present state of thinga in Texas, the 
diplomatic management commences. Tlie inquietode ! 
they bare eicited in the territory m dispute, the 
iaterests of the colonists therein establi^ed, the 
insarrecBon of adyenturers and sstuks instigated by 
them, and the pertinacity with which the <^nion is 
set up as to their r^t of poaseBsion, become the 
subjects of notes full of expresuona of justice and 
moderation, nntil, with the sid of other incideDts 
which are never wantine in the course of diplomatic 
relaSooB, the deliretl end is attained o( cooclndiif in 
amngement onerous for one party ■• it is adTanta- 
geous lo the other. 

" It bu been said farther, that when the United 
States of the North bale succeeded in giving the 
tHviominsDce to the cdcmists introduced into the 
eOTintrica Ibcy had in view, they set up rights, and 
bring forward pretenuons founded upon disputed 
historical facts, arailing themselves generally, for 
the purpose of some oritical conjuncture to which 

.1... .1.. .1 ..-^^^ gf Qg^ 



they have commenced that dieonsnon prcdael]' at 

the smne time tbej saw ua engHged in repelliog the 
Spanish innaico, believing that our attention wonid, 
for a loi^ time be tliereby withdrawn Iran other 
things."* 

Whel her the chaises here made were correct, or 
nnl, I leave to the dniiaion of the intelligent reailer 
and imiiaitial hiMorian. Such, however, were the 
linpri'sslons that were made upoi> the minils of wdl 
inlornied Meiieans, and such tlie manner in whitJi 
thev i'\pres9ed their sentiments. Some of the 
n riti-vs for their public presses were vety pointed 
and eeiere. One of tliem, in speaking of the eHbrts 
of our [liplomatie agent, to alienate the territory from 
thp Mexican Republic, speaks thus i — > That when 
lir found his offer nhkctionable, he further insulted 
the nstinn by proposing a loan of ten millions, as > 
pawn-ljroker would, upon the pawning of I'exM 
until n.'iiud, which insidioug propdeal was meapt to 
lill the Miuntry of Texas with Anglo-Americans and 
4!svt>. Hiid to bold it afterwards in any event: that 
ultlzens of the United Slates enoHirage Uie excursions 
of the Comancbes, and other predatoiy tribes, against 
the Mexican frontier settlements, fumislung them 
Willi arras, awl buying their stolen mules, and even 
Me\iean freemen, audi as mutattoes and Indians, to 
he held as slaves in LouiHsns, be. i that they lui>e 
suggested ,lo the Texas colonists at various times to 
rcbel,anddeelare the country independent of Mexico, 
or even ask an union widi the United States ef the 
North, who wDI allow the bane of slavery,'' 

The eicitement produced among the Mexieana, 
hy the eflbrts above alluded lo, was very great j and 
upon Lht strength of these impressions, tbe general 
passed the law al Aprii 6lh, 1830, — 
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noticed in (he 
ament. A debate occurred. In 
whii:li the ceienraieo Mr. Hcskissoh took a lewflng 
pan, tbnl msnifesled the llvelteit Interest in the in- 
iltjietideTxe of the Mexican Republic, and the 
inlcgiity of its territory. It would require too much 
iiiace ut present lo insert the speeches, made during 

A-. .}■ : — ■■-■- brief aynopsis, or hasty review 

Ihe London " Times" :~ 
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List be (brected. This policy, which has produced 
od results to them, they have commenceo carrying 
o effect with Texas. The public prints in those 



lo persuade and 



states, includiif those which are more immediately 
under the influence i^tlidr ^vemmeait, are ei^aged 
in discussing the right tiiey imi^e they have U the 

couiitrr as far as the Rio Bravo. "---■ '^"' 

printed on the aame aubjeet, ai 
general circulatioo, vhoae liject ia 
convince Ilie peO{de of the utili^ an 

the meditated prcject. Some of them" ht 

thai Providence had marked out the liio Bravo as 
the natural boundary of tliose slates, which has in- 
duced an Kngllsh wnler to repraaoh them with an 
attempt u piake Providence the author of iheir 
uBUrpatioDi; but what ia m«et remarkable, is, that 



B Rio Bra> 

Ihe aame aubjeet, and thrown 

pediency of 



of It, is here givei 

" Mr. Huskisscsi, in presenting the Lirerpool 
petition Ml the sutyect of their relationa with Spain 
and Mexico, in the course of last ni^ht, ui^ed with 
great force the propriety of preventing Spam from 
making further Bttacksfrom Uie side ot Cuba, onlbe 
now libLTated Republic of Mexico. 

"There was a further subject, and one of extreme 
importanoe, dissussed by Mr. HusUgBou, in the 
course ot'hia speech — we mean the general prevalenee 
□1' »n Giiinion that the United Slates covet a line 
province of Mexico, called Texa^ and aiv dispoaed 
10 have recourse to ciolence, if necetsiuy, for the 
purpose of getting it into thrir hands, Theiirovinee 
of Te\a6 extends southwards from Ihe United States 
uluiig iJiO coast 1^ Mexico, and aa such, the seizure 
of it bv the former power could not be a matter of 
perfect indlRirrenee to Great Britain. The poeses- 
sion of the Floridaa by the United Slates has toiw 
(ince given rational cause of uneasiness to England, 
from regard to the safety of our West India Islandsi 
and te agree with Mr. Huskisscai, that wheii Ihe 
government of Washington Intimated its repugnance 
to slicing Cubs tranatiaTed from the feeble Fei^nand 
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to the vigorous grasp of Ge&ree IV., the United 
States should have been informed that if Cuba were 
to continue permanently Spanish, so Texas, and in 
general the whole shore along the Gulf, should ensure 
to the Mexican republic. 

•• The reference made by the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man to communications, official as well as private, 
from the late Mr. Jefferson, descriptive oithe eager 
and deep rooted longings of the American statesmen 
for slices of Mexico, and above all things, for the 
Island of Cuba, will not, we are sure, be lost upon 
the memory of his Majesty's Government in its 
future transactions with the Spanish Cabinet, with 
that of Mexico, and of the United States. With 
Spain we have a defensive alliance, ready made and 
cousolidated by die most obvious interest, to prevent 
Cuba from falline a prey to the svstematic f^gran- 
dizement of the united States. \Vith Mexico, we 
are equally identified in resistance to the attempts of 
the same States upon Texas " 

It must be observed that the principal advo- 
cates of measures for the acqtiisition of Texas, 
in the United States, previous to this period, 
were the southern slaveholders; — and their in- 
fluence was now paramount in the Cabinet. 
Mut finding that the territory could not be oh- 
tained by negotiation and purchase, and well 
knowing that no legal claim to it could possi- 
bly be sustained, the government declined 
pressing tlie matter further at the time. The 
writers for the newspaper press, too, now 
ceasec) to urge it upon the public attention. 
Yet the scheme was by no means abandoned. 
A different mode of operations was planned 
and adopted, for the ultimate and certain ac- 
complishment of their object. It was known 
that nearly all the colonists in Texas were ori- 
ginally from our slaveholding States, and either 
slave-holders themselves, or friendly to the 
re-establishment and perpetuation of the sys- 
tem of slavery there. I he plan thenceforth 
pursued was, to misrepresent the Mexican 
laws and colonial regulations, relative to slave- 
ry, and induce the emigration of persons fa- 
vourable to their views, untH their numerical 
and physical strength should enable them to 
take advantage of some critical conjuncture, 
and subject the country, at least, to their le- 
gislative control. Should they succeed in this 
they believed that they would, finally, be able 
to carry their whole design into effect — which 
could be done either by the future attachment 
of the territory to the norihern Union, or to a 
new confederacy that might eventually be or- 
ganized, still more fiivorable to the principle 
and practice of slaveholding. As I have stated 
before, in my previous remarks, the private 
correspondence kept up for this purpose was 
very extensive, and the emigration from our 
southern states to the Texas country continued 
to increase. Slaves were taken in without 
hesitation, and men of wealth, enterprise, and 
influence, throughout the southern and south- 
western States, lent their countenance and aid 
to the scheme. 

From the commencement of their operations, 
we have seen, that the "clioice spirits*' of that 
extensive, unholy combination of slaveholders 



and land-jobbers, who have swayed the desti- 
nies of Texas, have steadily and undevi&tingly 
pursued their object. They have constantly 
adhered to their settled, origin»l purpose, 
however they may have occasionally relaxed 
their open, undi8s;uifsed efforts. It is true, 
their rashness sometimes led them into the 
adoption of premature measures, and they 
were compelled to halt, and even to retrace 
their steps fur the moment. Thobe who had 
neither character nor property at stake, and 
those at a distance from the scene of action, 
were more reckless of consequences than the 
substantial settlers in the country, on whom 
the weight of responsibility must necessarily 
fall. This was strikingly exemplified in the 
case of Atistin's treasonable attempt, which re- 
sulted in his imprisonment by order of the 
general government. Calculating on the in- 
testine difficulties of the Republic, he was 
prompted to the commission of overt acts 
before their plans were stifficiently matured. 
The following letter (to which I have before 
alluded) will throw some additional light upon 
this part of our subject. It will be seen that 
he was pushed forward against his own will 
and better judgment, while he candidly ad- 
mits that the colonists had no cause of com- 
plaint against the government. Some precious 
confessions, indeed, are here recorded, which 
cannot fail to make the most forcible impres- 
sions on the mind of the reader. 

From the New Orleam Bulletin. 
The following letter from Col. Stephen F. Austin, 
was written immediately after his arrest by the 
Mexican Government, and is published in our latest 
Texas papers. We re-publish it as interesting to 
tliose who are seeking information of that fertile and 
promising region, its government and politics. 

MoNTERREV, Jan. 17, 1834. 

To the Ayuntamiento of San Felipe de Jlustin : 

I have been arrested by an order from the minister 
of war, and leave soon for Mexico to answer to a 
charge made against me, as I understand, for writing 
an officio to the Ayuntamiento of Bexar, dated 2l8t 
October last, advising, or rather recommending that 
they should consult amon^t themselves for the pur. 
pose of organizing a local government for Texas, in 
the event that no remedies could b» obtained for the 
evils that threatened that country with ruin. 

Ida riot in any manner blame the Oovemment for 
tcrresiing me, and 1 particularly request that there 
may be no excitement about it. 

I give the advice to the people there, that I have 
always given, keep quiet, discountenance all revolu- 
tionary measures or men, obey the State authorities 
and laws so long as you are attached to Coahuila, 
have no more conventions, petition throttgh the legtd 
channels^ that is through the Ayuntamiento and chief 
of department, harmonize iuUy with the people of 
Bexar and Goliad, and act with them- 

'Fhe general government are disposed to do every 
thing for Texas that can he done to promote its pro»- 
perity and welfafe that m consistent with the consUtMr 
tton and laws, and I have no doubt the state govern- 
ment will do the same if they are applied to in a prth 
per manner. 

It will be remembered that I went to Mexico as a 
public agent with specific instractions, and as such, 
that it was my duty to be governed by them, and by 
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Chat the result of Che civil war then pending wai 
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Under Iheie cireui 



Reipecifull; your tnnst ob't aerv'l. 

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN. 

On (he 10th of May, 1834, he al*o wrote ni 
foUowB, fmni tlie place of hii confinement M ' 
the seat of government. He tliies not admit 
that be had enlerlniiied the design of transler- 
rini; ttie country to the government of Ihe 
United Slateb. Nu one will inspect that ht 
had indulged a wish of that kind. It was hi> 
desire to be ii( iht ktad of polilleal ejfain in 
Texas; and were it attached to the United 
Stales he would eoon wiliieu a riaalry that 
muit eventiiall)' blaat hia hopet But many 
others concerned in Texas politics, did con- 
template Ibe transfer in questtont and, even 
according to Austin's confessions, the better 
disposed part of the inkabitantt, himself in- 
cluiled, wei-e dictated to, and raltd, by tlie 
land-Bpfculating and silave- trafficking banditti, 
who had more convenient opportunities lo 
concentrate their efforts. The letter from 
which the foUowinff is extracted, was directed 
to a gentleman in New Oileans. — 

" I have been in close and nolitary conSneraenl 
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Colony precipitated me into Iheae difficuliiea, by 

_.. ._ .._ as the ogent of excited 

and fevered conaiituenla, and 1 repreaenied them 
regardleaa of my peraonil aafety or welfare. 1 was 
mubh more irapaLienl and ol couiae imprudent than 
cold calculi' 
more ao thao 
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bave a hand in it; — ^yet its active promoters are 
principally citizens of the United States. 

The Kepublic of Mexico, fruro the period 
of Its organization, evinced the utmost libera- 
lity towards foreigners in granting permis>ion 
to c(Jonize its vacant lands, until that libera- 
lity, and the confidence reposed in their friend- 
ly disposition, were grossly abused, particu- 
larly by those who proceeded from our own 
country. Of the immense tracts of land 
designated for colonization, in the various 
contracts entered into with the different 
**Empresarios," those granted to Zavala, Veh- 
lein, and Burnet, were united and transferred 
to a company in New York, called the ** Gal- 
yezton Bay and Texas l^nd Company." 
This Association was fully organized on the 
16th uf October, 1830. The following named 
persons were appointed as Directors, viz: 
Lynde Caiiin, William G. Bncknor, George 
Griswold, Barney Corse, John Hagerty, Dud- 
ley Seldon, and Stephen Whitney. The fol- 
lou'ing were also' chosen as trustees, viz: 
Anthony Dey, George Curtis, W. H. Sumner. 
It is believed, however, that some of these 
subsequently declined acting, and others were 
appointed in their fx)aces. The contract en- 
tered into by the Government with Zavala, 
was concluded on the 12th of March 1829; 
with Vehlein, 21st December, 1826, and a 
second on the 11th October, 1828; with 
Burnet, 22d December, 1 826. The grants to 
Dominguez, and Wilson & Exter. were in like 
manner conveyed to Elisha Ttbbits, John S. 
Crary, Henry Hone and their associates, under 
the title of the **Jrkan8a8 and Texas Land 
Company,*' by whom Thomas Ludlow O^i^den, 
Daniel Jackson, and Edward Curtis, were ap- 
pointed Trustees to hold the same, &c. — 
Anotiier company was organized at Nashville, 
Tennessee, and the grants made to Ross and 
Leftwitch were transferred to it, upon the 
•ame principle. A third company was like- 
wise formed in New York, at a subsequent 
date, entitled the **Jlio Grand Company,** (1 
believe,) which agreed to colonize the tracts 
obtained by Grant & Beales, and Soto & 
Egerton, as well as others. These several 
companies created ''stocks*' upon the basis of 
those ''grants," and threw them into the mar- 
ket. They also issued ••scrip," authorizing 
the holders of it to take ponsession of certain 
tracts of land, within )he lines marked out on 
the map as the boundaries of their respective 
grants. This "scrip" embraced tracts of va- 
rious dimens'tons, and was sold to any who 
could be induced to purchase', at such prices 
as could be obtained. To a bona fide settler, 
(and none else could obtain the land it pre- 
tended to convey,) it could be of no advantage 
whatever, as the facilities and expen^^e of 
procuring his tract, according to law, would 
be the same whether he held the scrip or not. 
Every cent paid for it, therefore, was so much 
loss to the settler, and gain to the company. 
Although these companies could only hold 



r- 

their grants through the Mediiim of the Em- 
presarios, for the limited period of s*x years, 
and on the express condition of settling a spe- 
cified number of families, they dealt largely m 
the r ** slock," and sold immense quantities of 
"scrip," in<iomuch that an immense amount of 
money has no doubt been realized by them— 
while very few settlers (in many of the grants 
none) have been introduced. By obtaining 
from the government an extension of the time 
stipulated for the fulfilment ol contracts made 
with the Empresarios, they have been enabled 
to continue and increase their operations upon 
a g^nd scale. l*housands in various partii of 
the United States have purchased the scrip 
issued by them, and are interested, of course, 
in the adoption of measures to legalize their 
claims. This can never be dime, however, 
while the laws are in force, under which the 
colonization privileges were obtained. When 
these companies were first organized, some 
honorable men engMged in their speculations, 
that were, doubtless, actuated by honest mo- 
tives: but many have since joined in the 
scheme, who are reckless of all principle ex- 
cept that of money-making. The ••scrip** 
being transferable, a large portion of it has 
fallen into the hands of needy adventurers, 
who likewise are willing to encourage any 
measures that may seem calculated to promote 
their immediate pecuniary interests. 

To show more clearly how utterly at variane« 
were these measures with the regulations 
adopted by the government for the settlement 
of the counti% 1 here copy the Law enacted 
by tl>e State Legislature, prescribing the terms 
upon which foreigners were permitted to colo- 
nize the vacant lands in Texas. — I believe 
this law has never before been published, 
at length, in the United States— at least I have 
not hitherto seen a translation of it in print. 
A reference to it will be useful, as well to ehi-' 
cidate the liberal views and propositions of 
the government, as to exhibit the dishonest 
practices of slaveholders and land jobbers, 
who have parcelled out the territory among 
themselves and their associate adventurers* 
Although the law, here quoted, is not the first 
that was enacted to encourage the colonization 
of the Texas Country, it is nearly the same as 
the one originally promulgated— being merely 
a revision of the statute, with a few trifling 
alterations in details, without changing its ge- 
neral features or principles. 

COLONIZATION LAW OF COAHUILA & 

TEXAS. 

Supreme Government of the State of Coahaila dc 

Texas. 
The Governor of the Slate of Coahuila & Texas to 
all the inhabitanu — health. The Congress of the 
said State has passed the following Uecree. 
[Decsek No. 190.] 
The Constitutional Congress of the free, independent, 
and sovereign State of Coahuila & Texas, do* 
crees as follows : 

Article 1. — Those Mexicans who, at the period 
of the publication of this law, shall determine to set- 
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Art. 13 The Govcmmenl can sell to Meii- 
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Art. U._The pinse of each Sitio, withio ten 
leufoea hi a alruB;ht line from the ahorea of the gnlf 
of Meiieo, ahall be Two Hundred IWiara, it it bo 
of grazing land, and Three Hundred if of (eroporal. 
In the rest of tlie Department of Bcjar, the value 
bhall he One Hundred Dolhra, if it be of graiiia; 
land, and One Hundred and F'lSij, if tf temporal. 
And in the rther commona of the State, the valno 
shall be fifteen DoUan, tor gra^ng land, wd Twenty 

Art. lS,~The Gorernment will aell to Mcai. 
cans, alone, the land which hy ita local situation, will 
admit of irrigation, and shall not be mariced out for 
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three geometrical feet. 

Art. 10 — This Law eoneedei 
for each Ninety Families which ahall be eB[«hli8hi.-cl 
in the new aeOlemeots, four Sitioa of grazing land, 
and three dara of water in each supply that can Le 
used for culbvatioo of the settlement. Butthej^cun 
take only that ptnportiOQ for nine hundred fiunilies, 
though a ptMer number should beeatabliabed — nor 
ahall they have the right to any pnmium fiir tuy 
fraction, not reaolung tn nine^. 

Art. U. — No CaniniiBuax 
tbority, on give to the aame p 
unlesa he shall have built npco the Giit. 
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Art. it.— Every pew aettlemenc ahall be frM 
frotn all conlribuliooi whatever, for the apace of len 
years from the lime of lie eMabliahment, eiceptsuch 
as ahall be laid, generally, lo prevent or repel foreign 

Art. 16-The Families which shall, at Iheir own 
I eipense, remove to an; of the new selilements, and 
wish la eaUblish Ihemselvea in aay of them, can do 
I ao at any timet and aba II therefore be entitled to tba 
J beoeBu gnnted hy thia law to d«w seitlen ; for wbicb 
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parpose they shall present theaiselves to the Com- by the gentleness and confidence with which they 
missioner, or, in his absence, to the respective civil shall also be treated, they shall, declaring tbemeelvei 
authority, in order that, by making themselves known first in favor of our relig'on and institution^, establish 
to the Government, they may receive their grants in themselves in any part of the settlements which shall 
due form. be formed, they shall be admitted, and allowed the 

Art. 19. — No new settler, whether Mexican or same terms as o(her settlers, treated of in this law* 

' Foreigner, shall seW, or alienate in any manner, or distinguishing the natives as Mexicans, and the bord- 

under any pretext, the water or land in his posses- erers as foreigners, without exacting from the first 

sion, until after having entered upon and possessed any number of cattle. 

the same during six years. Art- 28. — In order that there may be no vacan- 

Art. 20. — A Mexican or a Foreigner, who shall cies, between tracts, of which great care shall.be 
undertake to colonize with foreign families, whose taken in the distribution of lands, they shall be laid 
introduction is not prohibited by the general law, of off in squares, or other forms although irregular, if 
6th April, 1830, shall be entitled to the benefits con- the local situation requires it; and in said distribu- 
ceded in Art. 10, of this law. tion, as well as in the assignation of lands for new 

Art- 21. — The division of the land and water to Towns, previous notice shall be given to the adjoin- 
foreign families, as set forth in Articles 18 and 20, ing proprietors, (if any) in order to prevent dissen- 
shall be made in conformity to Art. 8, provided the tions and law-suits. 

conditions required by this law are complied with — Art. 29. — The quanti^ of vacant land which 
they paying to the State one third less price than is set has to be laid out upon the banks of a river, rivulet, 
forth in Art. 14, in the following terms : One-half of stream, or lake, shall not, if practicable, exceed a 
the value in two years from taking possession, and fourth part of the whole depth c^ the traet granted, 
the balance in six years. Art. 30.— If, by error in the grant, any land 

Art. 22.— To such Families, as are referred to in gliall be conceded, belonging to another mdividual, od 
the preceding article, shall be given half a Sitio of proof being made of that fact, an equal quantity shall 
grazing land, provided they possess the number of £e granted, elsewhere, to the person who may have 
large and small cattle, required in the second part of thus obtained it through mistake ; and he shall he 
Article o. . /. . indemnified, by the owner of such land, for any 

Art. 23.— The Ayunuraientosofeachmunicipa- improvemenU which he shall ^ve made thereon; 
lity shall collect the above mentioned funds, gratis, t^Jj^^t ^^^^ „f ^y^ improvements shaU be ascer- 
by means of a Committee, appointed either within twined by aoDraisers " 

or without their body ; and shall remit them, as they . -^31 iLflv will regulated accordimr to er- 
are collected, to the Treasurer of their funds, who t,.-^* l;^^ "i^.,r..^?t 1^ 
will give the corresponding receipt, and without any '^^"^T a^*, ^ wj as may hereafter exist, every 
other compensation than two and an half per cent 5^ •»ettler, from the day of has estabBshmen^ can 
which is all that shall be allowed him ; he shall hold ^»*Pf»«, ^ *»«^ }f^^^* u^^^ }^^^ **?" t° « ^ 
them at the disposition of the Government, render- culUvated: and if he shall die intestate, he shal he 
ing an account, every month, of the ingress or succeeded in Ins lands, by the heirs at law of all his 
egress, and ofany remissness or fraud which he may property and rights— in either case, the mhentnr 
observe in their collection ; for the correct maqage- performing the conditions and obligations of the 
ment of all which, the person employed, and trie principal. 

committee, and the individuals of the ayuntamientos Art. 32. — ^The lands acquired, by virtue of this 
who appoint them, shall be Individually responsible; law, shall, in no case, fall into mortmaii^; and those 
and that this responsibility may be at all times effec* purchasers, who have obtained a title to any, shall 
tuil, the said appointments shall be made viva voce, not be at liberty to dispose of them, without 
and information shall be given thereof immediately first having complied with the requisitions of this 
to the Government. law. 

Art. 24. — Foreigners, in order to be admitted as Art. 33. — A new settler who, in order to esta- 
new settlers, must competently prove, before the blLsh himself in a foreign country, determines to 
(/ommissioner, and on his responsibility, their good leave the territory of the State, nmy do so freely, 
morals, belief in Christianity, and good conduct, with all his property ; but when once withdrawn. 
These indispensible requisites are to be set forth in shall no longer hold his lands. And if he shall not 
the Book, Becerro, mentioned in Article 9, of the in- before have disposed of them, or if the disposition be 
siructions of 4th iseptember. 1827. ^ . not in conformity to Article 19, they shall remain 

Art. 25.— The Government will take care that, in vacated entirely 
the Twenty Leagues, bordering on the United States ^rt. 34.-The Government, in agreement with 
of America, and Ten Leagues m a straight l«ne from ^y^^ ^^^- ecclesiastics, will be caeful to provide 

the coast ot the gulf of Mexico, in the bounds of the odeauate number of Pastors for the nem settle- 
State, no establishment shall be made which shall not an wiequaie number 01 f astors tor the nei» setue- 
consist of two-thirds of Mexicans, obtaining, by antici- T"^ * ^"^ '^ concurrence with the ^me aurtwrity, 
paiion, the approbation of the sipreme (Government J^^* P"¥^ J? ^*'!u^^^'>S''! *°'' its approbation, 
of the Union; to which effect inrormation shall be sent ^he ^laries which the said Pastors ought to i-eceive, 
ol-all proceedings which shall be made in the mat- "^^f" »^Jo "^^ Pa'^ ^^ ^^« "f^ settlers, 
ter, whether the undertakers be Mexicans or For- . ^^J' ^^"'J**^, °®^ setters, m regard to the 
eigners. introduction of Slaves, shall be subject to laW9 

Art.' 26— In the distribution of lands, native vjhichnow erUt, and -which shall hereafter be maile 
Mexicans shall be preferred to foreigners ; and no ^^ ^^ subject. 

other distinction shall be made between the former. Art. 36.—. The servants and laborers which, in 
except what is based upon their particular merit and future, foreign colonists shall introduce, shall not, 
their services done to the country — or, other circura- by force of any contract whatever, remainbound to 
stances being equal, their nearness to the place where their service a longer space of time than ten years. 
the lands are •situated. Art 37. — The commissioner, or commissioners. 

Art. 27. — The Indians, of all nations, bordering which shall be appointed in conformity with this law, 
upon the State, as well as the wandermg tribes with- shall not be suspended in their functions by any other 
in it, shall be received in the markets without exact- authority than tnatof the Government. The Judges, 
ing from them any commercial duties upon their within their own jurisdictions respectively, shall in- 
trade in articles of the country. And, if thus drawn, form ofany bad management tliat may be known. 
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Art. 38.— The Decree of 24th March, 1825, 
No. 26, is abrogated. 

The Governor of the State will understand that 
this law be complied with: — and he will print, 
publish, and circulate it. 

Given in the city of Leona Vicario, 28th April, 
1832. 

JOSE JESUS GRANDE, • 

President. 
For Manuel Musaiz, Secretary. 
Cesario FieuERO, Sec. pro. tern. 

Whereupon, I command that it be printed, 
published, and circulated ; and that it be complied 
with. 

JOSE MARIA DE LETONA. 
Santioo del y alls, Secretary, 

Leona Vicario, J^Hiy 2d, 1832. 

The land-spectilatlons, aforesaid, have ex- 
tended to most of ihe cities and villages of the 
United States, the British colonies in America, 
and the settlements of foreigners in all the 
eastern parts of Mexico. All concerned in 
them are aware that a change in the govern- 
ment of the country must lake place, if their 
claims shall ever be legalized. 

The advocates of slavery, in our southern 
states and el^^ewhere, want more land on this 
continent suitable fop the culture of sugur and 
cotton ; and if TexAs, with the adjoining 
portions of Tamauli pas, Coahuila, Chihuahua, 
and Santa Fe, east of the Rio Bravo del Norte, 
can be wrested from the Mexican government, 
room will, be afforded for the redundant slave 
population in the United States, even to a 
remote period of time. The following may 
be taken as a fair estimate of this extensive 
region, in'square miles, and in Finglish acres. 
It is calculated from the boundaries of the 
different departments, as marked in Tanner's 
Map of Mexico, revised in 1834:—- 



Sq. •Miles. 

Texas, (proper,) 165,000 

Tamaulipas east of Rio> jg q^q 

Bravo, 3 ' 

Coahuila, do. 7,000 

Chihuahua, do. 9 000 

Santa Fe, do.' 107,000 



104,560,000 

8,960,000 

4480 000 

5,760.000 

68,480 000 



Total, 



301000 192,240.000 



The breeders of slaves, in those parts of the 
United States where &lave Inbor has become 
unprofitable, —and also the traffickers in 
human flesh, whether American or foreign, 
desire an extended market, which Texas 
would afford if revolutionized, and governed 
a^ well as iiiliahited by those who are in favor 
of re-establishing the system of slavery in that 
section of country. The northern land-spe- 
culators most cheerfully CO operate with the 
southern slaveholders in the grand scheme of 
aggression, with the hope of immense gain ; 
and the slave-merchants play into the hands of 
both, with the same heartless, avaricious 
feelings and views. The principal seat of 
operations, for the first, is New York, — 
though some active and regular agencies are 
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established at New Orleans and Nashville, and 
minor agencies in other places. The second 
exerci;se their influence individually, without 
any particular organization: while the third 
co-operate with all, as opportunities present 
themselves* They have subsidized presses at 
command, ready to give extensive circulation 
to whatever they may wish to publish in fur- 
therance of their views. And orators, legis- 
lators, and persons holding official stations 
under our Federal goveriiment, are deeply 
interested in their operations, and frequently 
willing instruments to promote their cause. 

Such are the motives for action— -such the 
combination of interests — such the organiza- 
tion, sources of influence, and foundation of 
authority, upon which the present Texas In- 
surrection rests. The resident colonists com- 
pose btit a small fraction of the party con- 
cerned in it. The standard of revolt was 
raised as soon as it was clearly ascertained th^t 
slavery could not be perpetuated, nor the 
illegal speculations in land continued, under 
the government of the Mexican Republic. 
The Mexican authorities were charged with 
acts of oppression, while the true causes of 
the revolt^-the motives and designs of the 
insurgents — were studiously concealed from 
the public view. Influential slaveholders are 
contributing money, equipping troops, and 
marching to the scene of conflict. The land 
speculators are fitting out expeditions from 
New York and New Orleans, with men« 
munitions of war, provisions, &c., to promote 
the object. The Independence of Texas is 
declared, and the system of slavery, as well 
as the slave trade, (with the United States,) 
is fully recognised by the government they 
have set up. Commissioners are sent from 
the colonies, and agents are appointed here, 
to make formal application, enlist the sympa- 
thies of our citizens, and solicit aid in every 
way that it can be furnished. The hireling 
presses are activelv engaged in promoting the 
success of their efJTorts, by misrepresenting the 
character^ofthe Mexicans,* issuing inflammatory 
appeals, and urging forward the ignorant, the 
unsuspecting, the adventurous, and the un«> 
principled, to a participation in the struggle. 

* For the purpose of exciting the sympathy of the 
people of the United States, the marauders who are en- 
gaged in the Texas insarrection have reprt stinted the 
Mexicans as a bluod-thirsty race ; while they have them- 
selvi-f, by their ^tra/tca/ acts, excited the vengeance of a 
people with whom their own guvemnient is proftsst'dly 
at peace. Some instances of severe retribution have l>eeu 
visited upon them; but most, if not all, of the charge* 
prefcrreo against the Mexicans, as respects their faithless- 
ness and cruelty, are sheer falsehoocls. Much has been 
said about the execution of Fanin and his band of Georgia 
volunteers. By the law* o€ Mexico (which had been 
published in this country before they left home) they were 
considered precisely in the light of pirates. The laws of 
nations also present them in the same light, and they 
were treated accordingly. In a moral view, this was their 
true character— for their chief object was oppression and 
the plunder of a people who had never offended them. 
We have been tolcf that terms of capitulation were granted 
them, by which their lives were to be spared. This the 
Mexican Generals have promptly and positively denitd ; 
and we have more reason to credit their asserUons, than 
those engaged in piratical enurprists. 
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THE WAS IM TEXAS, 



itofCia- 

ii! the iiamrutkai or wlmiiinn of AfritaiH 
1 this Rpp 

Ml peraoni, {• . 

, and Jwfuini excepted,) who were 



Id be piruiy. 



eicrptinc fitm Uw 
reier pmbibited, and 

u [.ifricatu, the detcendanli 



In the coane of my obKirMioni, I h»Te [ whole or i 

•event times »s»erted, Ihit it vn^ the intemion t^ntii/ 

•Tlhe iniiirrectionists to ettabliih ■■») perpctii- I F;re'»' 

at* the ayileni iif ilaTcir, by " ConaUutioaaP' °]J'^f^ 

prorliioD. In proof of thi*, I now quote »e- 1 ,(,,^1^^^ 

TCrnl pin{^ph* from the ConiiUulion which ' g^^ 

they [«lely nlopieii. This extract i» taken Lf.j/,-,. 

from that part under the head of " General sVling k. Teiu on tbe day of the Declaration of 

Provia'iona," and embraces all that reUlei to ' linlepmik-nce, [A great portion rfthe native Mixi- 

■lovrry. We remember the procl»iniition of 1 con ,i!i:eiu are, oC toane. exetuduL'l ahall be 
D. G. Bumel, the Preaident of their uwmed corisi.leml citm™ of tJte Republio, and eotllled tt 
irovemment. iMued a few monthi aince, aelLng "'I '^' l>ii«d'ge. rf .uch. . All wUzmsnow lij^g fa 
forth that ihe-r Coo.mution prihibittd tte , ,^^ |.^^. ^.^^^ ^ ^^|,„^ ^| ^ ^^^ ^^ „^ 
".fawfrade." ae.' That " proclamation • ' ia,„nr, tl,.! following proponioo «hI manner: ETery 
■ wai circulated for the apecial purpose of de- ,,,3^ „f » family shall br entitled to one kigne and 
CelvinKlhe opponentaof iia*ery in the United kuirtir" of land, and every single man of the fje cf 
Stales and inducing' tbem to join in their ' w,eiiti.'<^ii and upwards, shall be oniitled to Ihe thii^ 
manudin(f crusade. It will now be teen, that pan of ore league of land. 



;e ofthe most hypocri- 
tical complexion. This extract will also be 
found to contain much that ii full; conSl^atory 
of what I have brfore ttateil, upon other lopics 
connected with the nc""*' aubject before us. 
Stc. S. AU free white pemos wbo shall enugrale 
to this Republio, and wbo sfa^ after a n^denee of 
rix moDtbs, losfce oath before soiue eompelent au> 
thori^ tint he jntends to reside pertnanenlly in tbe 
same, and shall swear to suppon (his Cmutitution, 
■Dd that he will bear true aUepance to the RepubUe 
of Texaa, shall be entitled to all the priiileges of 



m of this CcnstitutiDD, 



Sic. 7. So soon as couTenienee will permit, there 
shall be * pend code Ibrmed on principles of refor- 
siation, and not of indieCiTe justice; and the eiTil 
■nil Driniiiial laws shall be reused, dtgested, and ar- 
miEed under different headsi snd all laws relating 
lo land titles shall be translated, revised, and pro- 






a. 8. All persons who shall leave tbe eounliy 
lor the purpose of erailir^ a partjclpstivi in the 
present slmg^e, or lAu// re/ute fo partjci^einii. 
or shsll giTe aid or assistance to the present ~ 
thattfo^dl all rigkli to cUizt7Ulap,and ta 
01 Hay may hold, in ike Rgpublic. 

Bic. 9. Ail persons of col«', wbo were slaves fot- 
llle, previous to tlieir emigrslion to Texas, and who 
an mrv held in bandaee, shall remain in the like 
state of servitude, provided the said slave shall bt 
the bona fitie property of the person so holding saiil 
^ve as aforesaid, Congreta ehail piM Tio iatos tn 
pnhibit emigrantt from the United Slata ofJime. 
ricafron britiring Ihtlr tlavei into the Republic 
■with them, and holding Ihem by the same tenure bt 
which such slaves were held in the United States'; 
nor ihali Cangreie have the Power ta emancipat f 
iIocM; nor thall any tIavthoUler be aliowed l» 
MRonclpiUe hi> or her tiave or elavti, wilhaul lire 
tmtmt (if Congrtai, unless he or she shall send his 
or her slave or slaves without the limits of the Rt- 
publio. Ne/rte person of African descent, either in 



part of ore leaguf 
Lve, pDviousfy to the adopti 

i-E'c^'ivE'i! [heir league of land as neaus 01 lamuieai am 
their quarter t>f a league of land as sin^e peracai^ 
slmll receive such additxaiBl tiuantitj as will make 
ihe quanlity of land received bj them equal lo one 
k-sgiw and "laboi-," and ooe-thirdof a league, unl^ 
bv biirgnin, nle, or eichange, they have transfen-ed, 
iHv luaicefortli transfer tbor ri^I to said land, 
pnrTim thereof, to some other ciUicD of tbe 
HepublH:; and in such ease Ihe person to whorn aueli 
riglii shall have been transferred, shall be entiUed to 
Uh sniue, as fully and amply as the person maUiq- 
the ininifer mwnt or could have been. No lUcB 
shall hold laud in Teias, eicepi bv title* eTnaiiMiii( 
dirtclly from the GovemmentoflhliRepubliE. But 
if uny citizen of this Republic (hnuld die intestate or 
otlierwisit, his children or heirs shall iohel-it his et- 
lule, und aliens shall have a reasonable tim* to take 
possesion of and dispose of the ssme, in a manner 
hereinnrier to be pointed out by law. Orphan duld- 
reu Hhinie parents were entitled to land under the 
cnlanizuiinn law of Meiieo, and who now retide ki 
the Hepublie, shall be entitled to all the ri^ta of 



^r death. 'The citizens of the Republio slnll net 
: conipclled to reude 00 the land, but diall heve 

eir lineaphiinly marked. 

.Ml Olden of survey legally obluned by any citU 
:n of tile Republic, fnaii any legally authorized 
immisiioner, prior to the act « Ihe late eoDSultatioB 
osinc Il>e land ol!i«s, shall be valid. 



• When lb 



called) wi 



™ld«^S.%.fn 
ltd InHD one of ihE mcmlKn sftbat body, II 



TiDJentif Dppoied by wnie of tlirm, ai 
dilltCBltv- Dunne the diieaitioD, amoti' 
aihrtimlluadeTIhe laMe. '■ - 
cul-wbUe one, in the ft 
a, loodly eaclaijned 






III and this Constili 



' claims not aeqiiin d 
, according to the law if 
tioni PTovided,TKt.t n> 
ill pn^udiee the right! «f 
aettlo- may bold land 1^ 



-..J - quietBlg 

pcimle ill the enjc^menlof then- lands is one of the 
(.rem dulies of this great Convention: and wbercM 
the l^islstnre of the State of Coahuila tc Teiaa 
l>»viiii; iiasseil an set in the year eiditeen hundred 
nndtiilrty-four, in behalf of General John T.Mato^ 
of New York, and another on the fourteenth day of 
MbitIi, dghteen hundred and thirty. "- 



lundred a 

■Itven htmdrei 
^ land hat bem daimtd by sundry uiiUnl> 
lome of xckom retide in foreign covntHet, 
■ not cititeiu 0/ the Republic, which laid 
' contrarg lo arliclti fourth, tvtefflh, imi 
., .,. — .* _:_i. — Hundred and 



t loan ^ eighteen A 



MEXICAN LAWS RELATING TO SLAVERT. ftl 



twinty-four, of the C^enercU Congre»8 of Mexico, DECREE OF JITLY 13, 1824. 

and one of the said acts for that cause has, ^ the ^^^ ^ j *tt_ ^ . «. 

saU General Congress cf Mexico, been declared ProhMbttionqf the Commerce and Traffic tn Slaves^ 

nidi and void: it is hereby declared that the said The SoYereign General Constituent Cof^^reatof 

act of eighteen hundred and thirty-four, in favour of the United Mexican States has held it rig^t to'decree 

John T. Mason, and of the fourteenth of March, the followbg: 

ei^teen hundred and thirty-five, of the said LegUla- j ^he Commerce and Traffic in Slaves, pro- 

ture of Coahuila & Texas, and each and every grant ceeding from whatever power, and under whatever 

fouaded thereon, w, aiw/ m;cw /rom the beginning, flag j, forever- prohibited, within the territoriei of 

null and void ; and all surveys made under pretence ^ United M«5can Stotes. 

of authority derived from said acts are hereby de- g. The Slaves, who may be introduced contnir 

claredto be null and void; and aU eleven-league to the tenor of the preceding article, shall remain 

claims, located within twenty leases of the boundary ^^^ j^ consequence of treading the Mexican soil, 

line between Texas and the United States of Ame- 3 ^^^^^ ^^^^^ whether National or Foreign, in 

nca, which have been located contrary to tlie laws ^j^^h Slaves may be transported and introduced into 

of Mexico, are hereby declared to be null and void : ^y^ Mexican territories, shaU be confiscated with the 

and whereas many surveys and Utles to land have ^est of its cargo-and the Owner, Purchaser, Cap. 

been made while most of the people of Texas were ^^in. Master, and Pilot, shall suffer the punidiment 

absent from home, serving in the campaign against of ten years confinement 

Bejar, it is hereby declared that all the surveys and 4 f ^is law will take effect from the date of its 

locationsoflandmadesincetheactof the late con- pubUcation; however, as to the punishments pre- 

aultotion closing the laud offices, and all titles to gcribed in the preceding article, they shaU not take 

land made since that time, are and shaU be null and ^^^^ ^x six months after, towards the Planters who, 

^o*"' in virtue of the law of the l4th October last, relating 

TK* ^A^^^\^^ «r . nr«n<.*:*..*:r.» «,;*k «,«k to the Colonization of the Isthmus of Guazaeoalcok 

The adoption of a Constitution with such ^^^ disembark Slaves for the purpose of intro: 

provisions as are here quoted, may be termed ducing them into the Mexican ten^toiyT^ 

the crowning act-the finishing stroke of this ^ ^ 

monstrous scheme of oppression, so far as ihe 1363 ^ «*"*"c ui «-c x^bvi^^ m x^uw^i **, 

«r/>r<!s«tfrfu»7/of those concerned in it can be *' 

manifested by conventional regulation. When DECREE 

we look back to the conimencement of their ^ ^^ ^g^^ ^^ December, 1824, vpon CoUmiza^ 

operations, and trace their movements step by ^^-^ 

•tep, bearing in mind their open declaration. ^ g^^ . g 'cac«0^t Congrett of 

upon various occasions, what man of reason the Cnit^ sS^ of Mexico, have resolveJWd. 

and common sense can, for one moment, doubt f^^y decree : 

that the re-establishment of Slavery has been / rr^. t^^t • <.• .ir . x« • l 

their principal object, their setU^^^^^^^ coi;e';!r SSS ^Ss^r ^ S^^St^^ 

tion. from the beginning? I think it will be ^^^^ j^ t^eir persons and in their property, 

admitted, by every person of penetration, re- provided they subject themselves to the laws of the 

flection, and unbiassed judgment, that the evi> countir. 

dence I have produced is conclusive on this 2. This law applies to those territories of the 

point I might state many more facts and nation which, not being individual property nor 

circumstances, which have come to my know- belonp;ine to any Corpoaation or Town, may be 

ledge during a long and intimate acqu'aintUnce cokmized. ^ , « 

with their proceedings, all tending to the same .f./°'* this purpose the Congroaa of the Sutet 

^»»^i...:»» M.r ;.^f«./.^..m>« .»:iK »««»., ^f*u^ will form, with the greatest brevity, the laws or re- 

conclusion. My intercourse wiih many of the g^iationa ofcolooizatV oftheir ni^tive demaroa- 

actors in the great drama, has given me nu- g^n, conforming themselves in iu cases to the 

merdus opportunities to understand their mo- r^ulatfons established by this law. 

fives and their designs. It is indeed impossible 4. It is not permitted to colonize the territories 

that I should be mistaken in the one or the withintwentyleaguesoftheboundariesof any foreign 

other. And as unfolding events coincide fully nation, nor within ten leagues bordering on the sea 

with my assertions, and with the proofs already coast, without Che previous approbation of the 

adduced to sustain them, it might be consider- supi-eme general exeouUve power. 

ed unnecessary to dwell longer upon this par- ^ ^' ^^' ^^^? defence or security of the nafaon, the 

4'.«..i«» •»*.:» V-* :« ^.^J. ♦!*«* ♦!»-. — >«i - Government of the Federation should nnd it conve- 

ticiilar topic. Yet. in order that the reader „.^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^ ^^ ^^ ^ 

may lack no important information, that will construct magazines, arsenaHs, or odier public build- 

show the decided stand which the Mexican jngs, the same may be verified with the approbatioQ 

government has taken against the toleration of of the general Congress, or during iu recess with 

slavery, I will quote a few more official docu- that of the Council of Government 

ments (to some of which I have heretofore 6. It is not permitted before four years from the 

alluded) in verification of what I have asserted, publication of this Law, to impose any duty upon the 

and already perhaps sufficiently proved. importations, for their own use, by forei|;ner8, who 

The following decree, and ordinances are ^ay estabhsh themselves for the first time m the 

translated from an official compilation, publish. *^"^^ ^he year 1840 .thfe general Congress 

cd by authority of the Mexican i^overn- cannot prohibit the entrance of forelners, to colooiie^ 

ment, embracing all the public acts of said unless imperious eircumstMices obl^ them to do so 

government from the period of its or|^nization with respect to individuals of any naooo. 

to the year 1830^— 8. The Government without prejudice to thf 
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dbjett oTthii lav, tfaHll uke, in regard to l)ie hr-'ijro- • 
en win come to coloniie, the preeaudnni uhlch I 
thejr may judge luitable fiv the teeurilf of tlie ' 
Federatiun. I 

8. A preference miift be ittcnded to in tbf- dis- 
tribution of linclB to tlic Meiiein citiieiis ; and no | 
diiliocliOD mutt be maile betwixt (bem eiucjil whui I 
partieulBr merit and MTTicn done to the coiintrj, , 
m*j give Chero a ruht to. CircumatanHs being i 
equal,! prderenee wW be given to IIkik wlio have ' 
land) in the nelgfabattiood oF the teiriloi; Id be dia- [ 
tributed. ' 

10. TbeMilitary*ho,withreferCT>cetotheQffprl 
of lhe!7th March IBSt, maf hold a riglit in \3v1\s, 
•hall b« attended to in the Sutea, on ihculiig the 
oertiBcatea vhich the tuperior executive pnner may 
have given them (or thij purpoae. 1 

11. If by the deereei of capitulation according to 
Ute probabiliiieB of life tlie aunrenK executive power 
■bould Bnd it convenient to alienate certain tioi'tiuos 
oT land in favor of certain Ufficera of the PcOcriitioii 
"whether mlhtai^ or civil, tlie aame may be ratiAed | 






iboiild 



12. U ia not permitted that tht 
in proper^, hj one hidividual, more than o^l^ mjuqio: 
le^;ue of nve thouaand rodaoT meadow land, Umi- ot 
Kciilar land, »i of paiture. 

la. The new aettlera ant not pennittcrl to Icavi.. 
A^ proper^ in entail. 

H. Thia Lav guarantee! the contniola wh>i:h 
"Empreaarioa" may have made with Ih* familira 
whom they h™g on at their own eipenai^ -, it liting 
alwaya underatood that theae eontmeta arc not con- 
trary to tlie lawa. 

IS Noonewho,byvirtueof thialaw moyaeqaire 
landed proper^, can preaerve it if aettledpcrmaiifntlj 
oat <X the temtoriea of tlie republic. 

IS. The government, in conlormitv uilh tlie 
prineiplea eatablbhed in thia Lav, ahall proceed to 
the colonization of (he territories of the HKpublli:. 

(See (be wder of the 11th April, lSe3, and Oie 
Decree of the 14th October, IS^.) 

[TranaUted from Vol. S., page 91. Meiican 
La*..] 

NoTi. In an order of the llth of Api-il, [1B2S] 



* " P™ 



Bayyi 



.t Chat if it 
a the aolicilation of I 
I the Grunt I 



ding Three Hundred ^miliea in Teiaa, nod 
moreorer, decide upon other applicationa of a almilai 
nature, and cause to he auipendad till further deter 
mination, the lav d Colonliation enacted by 1J11 
Junta Instiltisentt. 

[Translated from Vol. 3, page 199, Mo.tlou 

Extract /ram the Law qf IMh October, 1 8C3. 



A«T. 21. Korcignen who 



■ing tlavet 



ree of ISlh July, 1S34 
Vol. S., page 1*9,, 



whioh ahall h< 

(See ttie U< 
[Tranalated froi 
Lav] 

DECREE or t^EBIPBKT GtEHREnO, 
Abolition of Slavirv- 
The President of the United Mexicgin Slates, 
the inbahitants of the Republic : — 

Be it known: That in the year 1SS9. bei 
detirona of aignaliimg the annireraary of our Inc 
pendencefay anactrfnattonalJualioeandBeneficeni 
wlueh may eontribute to the atrength and aupiiort of 



9ueh inestimable vdlare, aa to aecare more and inw« 
the public traDquillity, and reinatate an unforlunata 
portion of our inhabiianti in the aaered righta granted 
ihem by nature, and may be protected bv the nation 
under wne and just Lawa, according to tfie proviaioq 
In Arttrle SO, of the Conatitulive Act ; availinE 
inyaelfof the eitraordinary faculcica granted me,! 
tave thought piviper to Decree : 

1.^ That Slavery he e^iterminated in the Be. 

8. Qmieijuently Ihoae are free, who, up to thia 
day, have been looked upon as alavci. 

3. Whenever the eircumstances of the Pnblio 
Treaiury will allow it, the owners of alavea ahall 
be iwlemniried, in the manner which the Lawa ahall 
(irovide. 

JasK Ma 11 a nt BocuiisRa. 
Mexico, IStk Sept., 1S29, A. D. 

[Tranalalion of part of the lav of April 6th, 1830, 
prohibiting the migration of citizens of Ibe Uiuted 

Akticik 9._On the northem frontier the cn- 
uanee of foreigners shall he prohibited, under all 
prcUits vhalever, unless they be furnished with 
passpOTts, signed 1^ tlie a^^ts of the Republic, at 
die placea whence they proceed. 

Akt. 10,— There shall be no variation with regard 
to the raloiies already establiriied, nor with reganl 
to the abives that may be in them ; but the General 
(Government, or the particular Slate Gocemment, 
thall takt care, tatder tht liricleai rtiporuibility, 
thai the colonization lawa be obeyed, and that no 

yre stavet bt introduced^ 

Art. 1 1 , — In use of the power reserved by the 
General Cougress in the 7lb Article of the law of 
August ISlh, 18^ it ia ptoUbited to neighboring 
natrons to settle in those State* and Territories of the 
federation which border on their nations. Conae- 
quently, oontracta which have not been eieouted, 
and are ofquaed (o that bv, shall be superseded. 

I hare uid Ihat tl>« prcaent contcat in Tcia* 
ina aMumed a character which must serioiialj 
iffecl both (he inlereals aitd (be honor of ihiii 
.laiioni and that the policy and meaaurea or 
(he government are deeply involved in it. I 
** -It aay that the government haso^W/vcom- 
d iiaell' upon the (jiiealion.— Thia hai 

most atudiouaty avoided, while it ha* 

been complelely under the influence of the 
••Combinalhn" engaged in the outrageous 
"crusade," and has given tffident aid by % 
tacit acquiescence (herein, aa f>r aa it could 
poasibly be done consiMeiiily with the proser- 
ia(ian of even the shadow of " neutrality." 

When a Mexican national vessel waa taken 
into New Orleans, by the piratical expedition 
from that place, » mere moA trial waa inBi- 
(ii(ed against Ihoae violators of our treaty with 
Mexico and the law of nn(ians. Armed band* 
have been permilled 10 proceed from diHerent 
parts ol the United Stales openly and amtntdhf, 
to join in the conleat, wlthoul the least degree 
ol muleataUiin; and even when complainta 
have been olliciiilly made by accredited Mexi- 
can B);en», notiiinf; has been dune to arreit 
Ihem except the formal Iraiiamiaaion of orders 
to (he District Attorniea, lo which tbey pmid 
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to enforce the neutral obligations of the na- 
tion, a claim has been set up— (a claim the 
most preposterous that can be imagined — ) to 
a larjfe extent of Mexican territory, with the 
view of placing an armed force in the vicinity 
of the combatants, to over-awe the Mexican 
troops and aflford opportunities to aid the in- 
surgents. • 

A false construction also has been given 
to a clause in the treaty between the two 
governments, in relation to the restriction of 
tiie Indian tribes within their respective limits, 
by virtue of which a large force has been 
ordered to the frontiers under the pretence 
of e-nforcing the provibions of said treaty. 
It is well understood that these troops, col- 
lected from among the advocates of slavery 
in tlie south-western States, will not remain 
inactive, ** neutral*' spectators, when the crisis 
arrives in which their participation in the con- 
test may be desirable to the instigators of the 
War. i do not stand alone in the view which 
is here taken of tfie subject. By a reference 
to the speech of John Quincy Adams, from 
whici) i shall hereafter make some extracts, 
it will be seen that similar ideas are expressed 
by him; and it may be added, that many of 
the most intelligent men among us are fully 
convinced of their general correctness. 

Tile following is the Article in the Treaty, 
under the authority of which our Government 
has instructed General Gaines to cross the 
boundary line. Who can perceive the warrant 
that it is supposed to give either party, to go 
beyond the limits of its own territory with an 
armed force?— And further, — what authority 
does it give either, to prevent the Indians from 
joining the one or the other, tis friendly allies? 

**Art. 33. It is likewise asreed that the two con- 
tracting parties shall, by all the means in their pow' 
er, maintain peace and harmony amone the several 
Indian nations who inhabit the Lands a^acent to the 
lines and rivers which form the boundaries of the 
two countries; and the better to attain this olject, 
both parties bind themselves expi^essly to restrain, by 
force, all hostilities and incursions on the part of the 
Indian nations beins within their respective bounda>- 
ries; so that the United States of America will not 
suffer their Indians to attack the citizens of the Uni- 
ted Mexican States, nor the Indians inhabiting their 
territory ; nor will the United Mexican States per- 
mit the Indians residing within their territories to 
commit hostilities against the citizens of the United 
States of America, nor lu^inst the Indians residing 
within the limits of Uie l^ited States in any manner 
whatever. 

And in the event of any person or persons captur- 
ed by the Indians who inhabit the teiritory of either 
of the contracting parties, being or having been car- 
ried into the territories of the other, bcwi Govern- 
ments engage and bind themselves in the most solemn 
manner to return them to their country, as soon as 
they know of their being within their respective ter- 
ritories, or to deliver them up to the agent or repre- 
sentative of the Government that claims them, giving 

* One of the d(«p laid plans of the combination was, to 
tend their "volunteers" to the fVootier, through the 
aifeacy and mt the expeme of the goveminent. 



to each other, reciprocally, timely notice, and the 
claimant paying the expenses incurred in the trans- 
mission and maintenance of such person or persons, 
who. in the meantime, shall be treated with the 
utmost hospitality by the local authorities of the place 
where they may be. — Nor shall it be lawful, under 
any pretext whatever, for the citizens of either of 
the contracUng parties to purchase or hold captive 
prisoners made by the Indians inhabiting the terri- 
tories of the odier .** 

Under the erroneous construction of the 
treaty, aforesaid, General Gaines was author- 
ized to cro.ss the boundary line with his army; 
to march seventy miles into the Mexican terri- 
tory; and to occupy the military post of Na- 
cogdoches, til ease he should Judge it expedient 
in order to guard against Indian depredations/ 
—And further; he was likewise authorized to 
call upon the Governors of several of the 
snuth-westem States for an additional number 
of troops, should he consider it necessary. 

In order to furnish an excuse for the exer- 
cise of the authority thus delegated to him, 
many false rumours of Indian depredations and 
hostile movements were reflorted to the Com- 
mander of the United States forces, and he did 
not neglect the occasion for pushing to the 
very extent of hi8eon£ft7tona/instruction8.~(His 
proceedings in this case are of so recent date, 
that they must be familiar to every intelligent 
reader, and need not be here specified. )— He 
even went so far that the Executive became 
alarmed, lest the ** neutrality^' of our Govern* 
ment should be violated J/ — and his requisitions 
upon the governors of Tennessee and Kentucky 
were countermanded. Yet he is still permitted 
to keep an imposing force stationed in the 
Mexican territory; ana it is understood that be 
is in regular correspondcrnce with the chiefs of 
the insurgent armies; also that his men are 
« deserting*' and Joining them in great nuro* 
hers.* 

The insurrectionists are thus indirectjy en- 
couraged, and assisted^ by our Government.** 
And the hope is entertained, by those con- 
cerned, that the efforts of the -Mexicans may 
be thus paralyzed, and the possession of the 
territory retained by the revolutionists, until 
the next meeting of the Congress of the United 
States, when (he independence of the T^xian 
RepuhUe may be formally acknowledged, and 
soon thereafter admitted, as an " Independent 
State," into this confederacy. This the "Com- 
bination'' is fully determined upon. It is the 

* In stating these facts, it msy be well to accorapanf 
them with the proo/^-and here it is. — How well the plaa 
is devised .'—How completely the system works!— what 
undeniable evidence, too, of a Hrict ** neutrality''* on our 
part.'.'! 

From the Pentacola Geixette* 

About the middle of last month, Genera! Gaines sent 
an officer of the United Slates army into Texas to reclaim 
some deserters. He found them alreadv enlisted in the 
Texian service to the number of two hundred. They 
still wore the uniform of our army, but refu&ed, of course, 
to return. The commander of the Texian forces, was ap* 
plied to, to enforce their return; but his only reply was, 
that the soldiers mieht ^, but he. had no auUionty to 
send them baek. This is a nev view of our Texian r^ 
lations. 
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uitimaium of their ^nd design. I repeat 
that its members have a majority in the eoundh 
tf the nation; and as the sentiments of the 
*^ Executive Head coincides with theirs, the ^o- 
vernment it completely under their controlling' 
influence f and their object will certainly be 
accomplished, UNLK^S THE PEOPLE OP 
OUR PKKB STATES AROUSE FROM 
THEIR APATHY, and by an open, decided, 
general expression of their sentiments, induce 
their Senators and Representatives in Congress 
to oppose the measure. 

It is indeed astonishing, that many intelligent 
persons in this country have so long suffered 
themselves to be blinded and deceived, in re- 
lation to this subject. I' am aware that the 
parties to the unholy compact have uniformly 
veilrd their designs with specious pretexts and 
systematic misrepresentations. But within the 
last few mpnths, particularly, they have nearly 
thrown off the musk. Their cloak is a mere 
veil of gauze; and we have nothing to do but 
open our eyes, to perceive the hideous reality 
of the corruption beneath it 

Although it has been generally asserted, 
and many have been induced to believe, that 
the only object of the insurrectionists is the 
establishment of an independent government, 
separate from that of any other,~>yet the 
principal original advocates of the scheme— 
the slaveholders, slave-breeders, and politicians 
of the United States — never entertained the 
idea for a moment. The land speculators and 
foreign slave-traders would have no objection 
to it; (neither would the colonists object to it;) 
but they could not expect to eflPect the aliena- 
tion of the territory from the Mexican Govern- 
ment without the aid, either directly or indi> 
rectly, of the Government of the United States. 
This aid could not be obtained, without the 
prospect of the future attachment of the terri- 
tory to this Confederation, to increase the power 
and preponderating influence of the slaveholding 
States in the Natiimal Congress, The plan of 
establishing an "Independent Republic" in 
Texas was, therefore, publicly proclaimed, 
first, with the view of effectually separating 
the territory from Mexico, and firmly re-es- 
tablishing slavery;. and, secondly, to bring it 
into this Union without subjecting our Govern- 
ment to the charge of official interference in 
the accomplishment of those objects. Ab 
other plan would have succeeded j while this has 
deceived the opponents of slavery, lulled them 
into a fatal security, and thrown them entirely 
off their guard, as it respects their own inte- 
rests and safety. So far as the "combination" 
hitS succeeded in establishing its authority, 
the territory is wrested from Mexico; the 
system of slavery, and the slave-trade with this 
country, are fully recognieed; and all the ne- 
cessary preliminaries are arranged for the for- 
mal sanction of independence and admission 
into the ranks of the sovereign slaveholding 
States composing this Republic, at an early 
dky. Tbi^p too, has all been done with the 



connivance and aid of our Government, toith' 
out formally violating its *' neutrality/*' 

If there are any who yet doubt the inten- 
tions of the insurgents, respecting the attach- 
ment of the territory in question to ttiat of the 
United Slates, they are particularly requested 
to read what follows,— and a moment's reflec- 
tion will probably then satisfy them of the 
truth of the averment It will be perceived 
that even Stephen F. Austin himself now 
sanctions it openly. 

By the recent arrival of a ve^tol from one of 
the ports in Texas, a paper bearing d^te the 
9th of August has been received from that 
country, in which an election for officers of 
their Government is announced to be held in 
a short time. Stephen P. Austin is one of the 
candidates for the Presidency; and in a letter 
published in the paper aforesaid, he expresses 
himself thus:— 

Columbia, August ith, 1836. 

Dear Sir: — I have been nominated by many 
persons whose opinions I am bobnd to respect, as a 
candidate for the office of President of Texas, at the 
September elections. 

Inflaenced by the great governing prindple vhieh 
has regulated my aotions uoce I came to Texas, 
fifteen years ago, which is, to serve this country in 
any capacity in which the people might think proper 
to employ me, I shall not decline the highly respon- 
sible and difficult one now proposed, should the 
maiority of my fellow citizens elect me. 

1 perceiye by the proclamation of the Prendent, 
ordering the election, that the pe(^le are requested 
to say whether they are in &vor, or not, of annexing 
Texas to the United States. On this point, I shall 
c(»isider myself bound, if elected, to obey the will of 
the people. As a citizen, however, I am free to say, 
that lam in favor of annexation, and will do all in 
my power to effect it with the least possible delay. 
Respectfully, 

Your fellow Citizen, 

S. F. AUSTIN. 

Tlie same paper contains^ the following 
enunciation from William H. Jack, who re- 
cently officiated as their Secretary of State, 
but is now proposed as- a candidate for the 
Legislature. He writes in answer to sundry 
interrogatories from those who ptit him in 
nomination ; — and after replying to three other 

?[uestions, unconnected with the subject be- 
ore us, he concludes as follows :-^ 

Fourth. I am decidedly and anxiously in fiivor of 
annexing Texas to the United States. 1 oonsider it 
the *' rock qf our salvation,** and a ooosummation of 
happiness "most devoutly to be wished for." 
Should I be chosen a representative to Congress, I 
shdl leave no effort untried to produce this desii^d 
object, feeling confident, that all the blessines of 
peace and tranquillity will thereby be secur^ to 
ourselves and our posterity. 

Fifth. When I first read the Constitution, as 
adopted by the Convention, I was of opini(m that 
some errors had crept into it, and hence was in favor 
of submitting to the people, whether they would 
adopt it absolutely, or clothe Co[^;res8 with powers to 
amend it. 

Subsequent reflection, and the importance of or- 
ganizing a constitutional government immediately, 
£aye satisfied me that it ought to be adopted, as it 



TESTIMONY OF WESTERN TRAVELLERS AND OTHERS. g^ 

BOW stands; beUeTina^ that in the present unsettled lately travelled with the Hon. Mr. Peyton, of 

stote of the country, less injury will result from its Tennessee, informs us that this disliniruishcd 

adop^ than by making amendmento at this Ume. ^^^^^ ^y Congress unhesnatiii^ly expressed 

Thus, gentlemen, I have answered every question k:» A^^^jf,^:^ »!«., *^ . -^ k- -a 

propo8S,Mdif my views are conformable to those ^'^ determ nation to use h.s influence m 

5f the people of this jurisdictbn, and they should P;ocurmg the annexation of Texas to the 

think prcmer to elect me, I shall serve them fearlessly United States, m order that a number more 

and fiuthniUy. slave states may be created and admitted into 

I am, very respectfully, the Union, to preserve the preponderance of 

Your obedient servant, slavehulding influence and power in the g'o- 

WiLLiAx H^ Jack. vernment. 
CohtminOf 5th August, 1836. 

' Hear, also, the langnage of General Hous- '^^'^ following items, extracted from late 

ton. The following .?from a late number of ^'^^r'* !"y very properly b.e noticed and 

.the Washington Globe. ^'''''^ , '?, "»'"^:. J 5« " ^^^^f. States Te- 

„-. ^ „ rr« . . ^-r, , l^fiTPapli* published at" Was ungton City, 

"GsirsRAL Houston The opinion of General g™.!. 

Houston is, that Texas, when it shall liave asserted ^ 

its independence, will seek admission into the Unbn. '* I* is stated, on unquestionable authority, that a 

He is, himself, decidedly in favor of that course, con- letter was found among the papers of the late 

sidering it essential to the interests qf the new HuchinsG. Burton, Ex-GovertKwof North Carolma, 

country, and of much importance to the Union,'' from a person high in authority, stating that Texas 

•^T.*^u< j« .L*o^ u -r. A *• ^ould ceitainly be annexed to the United States, — = 

Notwithstanding that Stephen F. Austin ^t the same time offering to make him (Burttm) 

(and I may add many other actual settlers m Governor of said Territory. If the stat^ent be 

Texas) would have preferred a separate true, and we do not doubt it, what.a state of things 

independent Government, we now see that they does it disclose ! !" 

have no expectation of establishing one. On xhe Telegraph proceeds to argue, that the 

the contrarv, they unequivocally declare the object of the *• person high in authority," was 

intention of annexing the country to the to obtain the polilieal ivflumee of Governor 

United States, as soon as it can possibly be Burton, in the coming election contest. Wc 

done. They could not exercise their will in h.^^ not a shadow of doubt respecting the 

the matter. ThtgrMtmojoiiiyofthefomen^ t,„th of the statement. We have heard it 

i!!^/t«C/ifi«!S i^^ '^VTnil fr^q"«"^»y' -"d can trace it to unquestionably 

^'^SS^fff^ *'*«*^' ^^5 CITIZENS OF THIS authentic sources. St.me noise has also been 

COUNl RY. Such of the colonists as wefc ^^^^ ^YiouX it. recently, in the newspapers, 

opposed to It. however, have been compelled e^i the subject is not' more connected with 

to acquiesce, andthe agents of the "Combina- u^. ^^an with the long meditated, now 

tion have successfully dictated its prescribed operative, attempt to provide for the exUnsum 

measure^ and pursued the course originally f,f^i^^ to that part of the continent, 

contemplated by it. j ij r 

I will add a few more facts, collected from The «* Mobile Advertiser," of a recent date, 
various sources, to those already enumerated, holds forth this emphatic language in- 
tending to prove the determination of southern •« The South wish to have Texas admitted into 
slaveholders to acquire the Texas country, ybr the Union for two reasons: First, to equalize the 
the purpose oi re-establishing Slavery, and Soutli with the Nortli; and secondly, as a convenient 
annexing the territory to the United Stotes, as and safe place, calculated from its peculiariy good 
aforesaid ^^ *"^ udubrioos climate, for a slave population. 

A gentlemsn of intelligence and veracity I"^'^* "^ Po*'^«^^ «^«*y ^^> ***f Pi^P^ ^ 

««.;«i;»» :.« ah\^ r»»mo.i.7» »«>»>k«.. -»f «.kl action and enforce the argument The South ooo- 

residing m Ohio, formerly a member of the tends that preservatioa.a^d justice to themselves caU 

Legislature of that State, recently visited the f^^ that ai<f to be tend6«d to them which would be 

southwestern country, and gives the result of given by tiie acquisition of Texas. They are not 

bis observations upon this particular subject, safe as they are. Tliey are not balanced with the 

in a letter to the editor of the National En- free states. Their exposure to insurrection is four- 

quirer^ as follows:— fold, with not one- fourth the means "to redress their 

« I have read tiie pamphlet entitled «The Origin g^«™**.»- . ^hev contend that they have an inter- 
and true Causes ofthe Texas Insurrection.'* I «*1 foe within, and an awful foe m all tiiow who de- 
was abundantiy satisfied on tiiis point before I saw it. °«°«^ *^ emancipation of their slaves, and who «dl 
No secret is made of it on tiie Ohio and Mississippi- "P«» *«™ ^ g'^«. ^P. ^"^P^ property now and for 
it is openly avowed, and warmly defended. The f«^- ^^* "l^S^lr "**!!!:!« 2l^f by tiie South 
eolder^Uive countries feel tiiemJelves very deeply to Congress and the countnr* ShaU we have justice 
interested, and now think of breeding slaves m eahi- *f« "* ^^ J**« admission of Texas into tiie Union, 
est. Men and money wiU be liberally furnished. ?»'l»enever t lat admission may be asked bjr the Tex- 
Numerous Kentuckians-young men, ambitious of wnstiiemseWes.?' fhe question w a fair one, and 
fiime, and seeking fortunesi-wiS even go from lUi- S"*V*^" ^ ""^^ ^^ Congress and the nation. ITie 
mis, where tiieyliad previously emigrat^." ^orth almwt to a man will answer sro . 1 he West 
' ^ *^ ; ^ will be divided, and the discussion of the questioa 

Another very respectable gentleman, who will find two strong and powerful parties ; the one 

• A pamphlet conuining a series of enavs orer ihe in favor of Texas, a slaveholding province, and the 

agnatare of ** C»lutnbus" by the author of this. The Other i^;ainst it. 

euavs,allnded to, were first published in the Philadelphia »r^ ♦u* A.,.^**^:.... »« '..ik:««:.* o *^mi Uf^lv 

KMiitnai GoMMe, in the winter of 1835. To the foregoing we subjoin a toast, lately 
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given at ■ public meeting of eminent pollti- i hiitor; of the vorid, ■> foul 

citni, tX Coiiimbta, Sirulli Cirolinit: — | spi''"]' '^rt )he lawa d niijoni, « ciiii locMiji 

»T«X.--Tf united to our ™.ernme„t » . n.te I '?'! "j^!? "^h" of in«n. " liii. ntf.riou. rombi«t«. 

•Ute>, «na tliar ao.tn.Mio uuuluiwds. ; thi. too in the ninetffinth eentury. urnl in tlie mkJK 

Notices, of the following' purport, lire Terj- of* people win biut of beii^ hKlily intelligEtil, ti\A 

frequently to be keen in the aoiithern Knd I claim tobeihe friende of Uv, order, liberty, and the 



■aulh-weatrrn papers. This ii copied froffl : 
North Curulir ' 



BIGHTS OF MAN ! ll-^Frmu roy k 
'icktn It the thougbt." 

The editor of tire New York San quotei an 
eitract frum the letter of General Houston to 
Grnersl DunUp, of Nasbv.lle, in which lie 
«iiji: — " For a parlinn ef IkU furte ire mud 
look to the Unitid Stala. It ciinnot reach us 
too soon- There is but one feeling in Texai, 
■- my npinion, and that is to eslablibb the inde- 



Major J, H. Harrv, of Linfolnton, \ttt been au- 
thoriied hy me, with the oonsent d Alajor General 
Hunt, ID agent in the ««stern counties of North 
Carolina, to recpive and mrol Volunteer enSlgrsnu 
to Terns, and will conduct anch u may wiih lo emi- 
grate to tbii Heuublic, about the first of October 

Sext,attbeeipe™ofth« Hepablic of Tex«i, J .:,..nm„. .l-l ,n.. ,. ■oea.aDnbu.n. 

^ ^ J If. HssoEHBOB ' nenclence of Texas, and to be attached 

Bi^. GenlofTeumArt^y. "n'l"! Slales"_jind then remark*: 

August, 1836." I " Here, then, is an open avowillij the commander 

The paraeraph below, Kires ii» a »iew of I '"«''''^f "f the Teiian army, ttiat American troop* 

operations upon a pretly large scale ; and I "'" iT '"?!"'™* ".."^ »™l «'"■ "■» p™'i™« of 

while we peruse it. ie mist recollect, that no H"„^i."";:i y?™'''"' Y "* ^^T^ aJ'""^^ 

ri_. 1.1 .."> O"" I and this avowal u made by a diBtii«u»Bed 

«w»r«A««feen(nfenAlf™r,^nme«(, to I American ciUzen, in tl>e Terj lice of that ^ori™, 

prevent this bold and ghring violation of our : eooslituUon of his country, which wisely eivea in 

own laws and the iDlegnty of the Mexican , power to its citizem for acquiring foreign territory 

Republic! | by conquest, tbeir own territory beinr more than 

—(General 'T^'^J sufficient to gratify any safe ambition ; Roll ii 

I loTeiai theface, too,crfthe lollowingsolemn andsacred con 

imb^of *- ■ - -"-^ ■- ■■■- -■- •■ 



Dunlap, of Tennessee, is about to proceed u 



4 Memphis. They will not, it 



Duld dlsmen 



.._^. Every man ii completely armed, the Hie re shall be a 

eorm having been originally raised for the Florida peace, and a true and 
WW. This force, we have no doubt, will be able to '^""™ ^'"" ™ ^n" 



States, in all the extent itf Ilieir possessions and ter- 
between their people and ciliiens reapecttiely. 



7 thing betbre it. — Vicksburg . 

It ii graiifyiiiK lo learn, that the motives ol | ViUi^t' ^rtj^ti.^'^ ^^sT pb^es!''"' 
thote cnga^d in thi. outrageous Crusade are i ,„ ^^ ^^^^^ j.„ ^ ^^ yj^ ^^^ , ^^_ 

begmnmjf to be understood and justly appre- 1 ^i^AfA and honorable fidelity to its eoostitution was 
Cisiteii, by lome of the most intelligent citiiens | a„ object proudly paramount to every mercenary 
of the United Slates. consideration that might contfavene it, an avowed 

A gentleman of great philanthropy, intelli- design of this ^ind against the posseuions of a nation 
gence, and public apirit, in the Slate of New with wliom the United States were at peaee, would- 
Tork, thus expresses himself in a letter of have subjected it* author, if a citiien, to the chai^ 
recent dale:— 1^ high ti-e«K>n, and to it. conaequcoces .-When 

...™ ... - ij I ir . J .i< i . Aaron Uorr and hi* asaociatea were tupposed la 

"The Teiian. eould have efleeliEd nolhii^ but ] ^^oiMW the ai^juest of Mexico. «id attera^ to 
far the aasinance fumjahcd by the southern sutea, , ^^ troops in tlie southern stales to actiicve it thev 
who have » full; «S»l„^«j;»rJ'*y ™«^" , were arrested for treason, and Burr, their chirf, wu 
ttioort ith»dbeenl™alljd«laredbytliem. Theltriedforhialife. But now, behold ! the oonquest 
Bomber rf respectable men rfTeiM la too am^l to , „( „ ^ j^e same country ia an obiect menly ' 
rtdeem the country and theire«asefroraUie&thom-|,in,^^i„ the Icttera of Getiei^ Holiatoi 
k» abyss (rf miseij, dem.btion and mfamy, into Jo„e,butby many of our wealthiest citiiens at pub- 
whiBh the prqected establiahment and perpetuation ^^ banquets, and by the hireling presses in the Jhief 
rfJa,egmi..fineviUblvplu«gethemaswella.the dde. 3 our Unio^. The an«l.'«^ a ibre^ 
United States. Meanwhde, all the dave-mongers, ^.^lu^ ^ ^av own hj foreen conquest, being IhS. 
aktcMdilieuna. and ftoue-oreMei. on this aide die .„i.i.,.i-'-_i i i.j „* .■.:?..-. '.i._ ?__ ■_ 



. ind ftoi.e.proMe.,on thia aide die unUuahinBly avowed, ind o^ citil^s who Hk: in. 
Sabine ttidne<lrivera,i™ uaing the nlmon eier- tegnJportionsofour nalionalsovereigDtybeingopenlT 
tt« to_lbreethei«ogn.o™of lesHjnlnd^^ in,ite<f and incited to j«n dw cnisJe iith wSpoi 

■Bditainiorw)!W™withtlieUnitedStaleaasspeed- ^ [j becomas an interesting moral inquiS- 

^ -Pf^We- IhBm^atrouaoumge, u^rpaased ■ , hat is there in diepoblie mind to eicuse oTeven to 
bl-^Mlgage of hiatory, is Cut tendB^ to its ^^^^ „ g^^, ."^p^titution of national fiddi and 
COBSummatKai. I [jjoor in these [lays, any more than in the daya that 

An able writer in the same State, who ranks ' are poal ? The answer ia ready at hand, and is 
among the most eminent legal professional ' irrefutable. Aneitenaivc and well organized gang 
eharaetera, emphatically remarks as follows, of swindle™ in Teias lands, have raised die cry and 
in a communication to the editor of the Ufa- *e«V^t^of 'Libmy! «id to tlje dinHing charm ■ 

i; J o- ■_ D —t; -r .1 nT of this rionoua word, which stirs the blood of a free 

toM./ £n,.«r«r.— Speaking of the " Teia. . Pj;"^ ^^ J ^^ _^^^ ^^^ ^^^ 

Conspiracy, he layi:- ^ ^ war.bor«, have tbe generous feeUnga of our 

"1 MDnot now bring >o mj moUection, in the ^ ejtizen* re^nded in ardOit delusioa. But,Ba tbe 
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Cammeroutl AdTurtiaer trolj dectara, 'Never -xa' 
the Ooddes$ of Aroerican Liberty invoked mDre uit 
i' and we cannot but believe Ihat tl<< 
wity, good aen«e, and proud regard Tui 
uuar DUHD*! hmor, tor wbich our eitizeni nrc 
dirtu^uuhed in the eyes of all nationa, vill aiieeflili 
TCMUS dtem from the otl^erwiae degrading error it 
vhioh tint vile crev of mercenary', hypocritic^ 
■rindlen would involve them. The artful ileeeiv 



bo'ever, have not relied upon tl 
noble eympathy only of our Kllow 
inddiouilr pretented a bribe to eu 



itizenst for the' 



: their 



cupid, 



alra. Th^ have not only falaely repi 
Texian eauae aa one of pure, diHnteregtecl libeity 
and jnjitic«, u oppoaed to parBdknia tyranny uiii 
cruel opprearion, bat they have tl)ein9e1vea aasuiucd 
aomething more than the liberty vhieh (hey bts-Ay 



... .ind foreign enii- 

jrant, who will eaily forth lo capture it from tho 
Meiiean repuhlio! Induced by one or both of (best 
' indreda of our enterpHling citlzent 



a' 



■ijiSiVe' 



eicepiion, the IVeert ci 
ofthe eanh. But the olgect of 
agenia of tlie South waa io,inue uiii piniuic pro- 
vince their ovrn and the field of i new and lucraiiva 
negro iJaverj. To thia thej aiill tenacioLtlj adhsic; 

youth to ihed their blood for the unjuat 



a of al 



liberty and i 
aecure their ob 

Meiiean* tbat'rd 
fifhting fortbe union 



lependence 
CI. Wed! 



name of Tuiii 
loubted 
lyof oi 



Q brought againat them; butio 
jfTeiaanithihernitedStaiei, 
which 19 the avowed meaning of "TcMan ludepan- 
dence," ihey will be fieiiiing for that which, al no 
diarant period, will ineviiahly UlUSOLVE THE 
UNION. Tlie alave ataiea having ihia eligible addi- 
tion lo iheir land ot boadage, with itg baibarg, baya. 



long held w'i 
ancfconfede: 
public, in oi 
the Nonli. 1 
of iba old 



e federal i 



raternal hngan. 



ig eaily will be fulfilled the predict 



I tba hiatory of the 
lailibeily and alavej 



upliSed ii| 



..._ a of whii:h, 

only some aii or eight Land Companies, who have 
fraudulently and audaciously monopoliied the Tesian 
territorj', would gain an important benefit. And to ' 
thii ahnne of Mammon, concealed by the erowdiiig Many more eitracta ntigtit be taken from 
banners of oslenaible liberty, have many hnndredi nf the newspapers, &c., advancing aimilap opi- 
our )^]lant youth been treacheroualy saeriGeed' — nions and areuments There can be no mis- 
.aarifieed bja mereenaiy treacheiT, compared to I ^ke in theBeindicationaof an awakening spirit 
which that eienused by Santa Anna, in defence o , .„„„„ ,t, ,, j ■ , ii-„ , ^ 6 f • 

theIUpublicofwhlchbe'w«P™sidenCwa.im«ceneeirr^'''r/^ K K ^,r. I S^^^ 
tind patriotiam. l"'^"' ^""^ " " '° >>« hoped that the NOKTH- 

Had we in the T^iiana, a brave and injnred peo- ' *''"* PHESS, at least, will soon be roused to 
pie, Mruggling in the land of their birth, ot even o. j *<^'"'"- Tha (freai question is: will it be so ge- 
ihsir adoption, for t how abstract and social righti i>, neralas to arrest the grand marplats In their un- 
mankind which were the ol^ecta of our reiolutioji, | tioly career, before the seal shall have been let 
and which i« obumed and enjoy, iheira would be a , [o their abominable proiecl? Let the PUBLIC 
»hi'A ZTh ^"•f:^'"'^'' .'"'«" |',W"^J'"^ I VOICE BE RAISED 1*N TONES OF TMUN- 
which the bolts of heaven miaht well be launched to <^wm i> ^i. ■ e , , , • ^ 

aid. But ia 11 aucb a oauae 'iDeeei.ed by misrepte- P^^^ f""» *''« >'"'"=» ?^ "'= Allsiitic '" our 



haa undeceived lis. and we look in vain either for 
accb a cause or such a^ople in the Teiiana. Whji 



rigid adherei 



,1! defy a) 



hall defy 

ate. in brief, that the Tei!a>. 

aa concened by the planter? and stuvi 
n the HOUlhetn etatos ever since the Gn 
iven by ihe Spiniah authorities to Mose 
isaouri. in the year 1820, to inlroduc. 
professing Ihe Catholic religion, as cc 



ind seas, and from Ihe n 
Maine to the swamps of Louisiana. —Let' the 
nation he thoroug/tli/ awakened, and all may 
yet be well — Olhenpiae, the Demon of Op- 
pression will triumph, and our children mutt 
wear hia chains — or blood will flow in torrents, 
and Ihe land will be drenched with their crim- 
son ^rel 

! I have now traced Ihe subject of the Ttxiait 
[ Hearlt through the whole cuncate nation of iti 
imary ciUies and objects. I have unfolded 






elhe 



voftr 



lader what 1 A'low 



It the : 



a thit 



o the 



;r the i 



. of the SI 



al the ' 



I undec 



; the 






the great 
It had stiffi- 






: the 



., „ , luihernspecii-loient opportut. „ ,. 

Ce lot" ihrproiinorw'hicG^°u U deueb^il*^^^^ I ^^^'" "'"'="' <■"■«"*. ""^ I""" 
Matiro, and make it a slaveholding stale, became ' "n"" ''J' "■«'"■ '"'*= pretensions. The very acta 
flagrant and undisguiaed, had the aatilera ever re- j •>' ">« insurgents — even the whole (.y-temalic 
ceived aught but proLectinn, Bncouragement, tolera- course of their proceedings— prove clearly the 
tion and kindness, from the Meiican goiarnmBni. correclneas of my chaises and expositions. It 
lliey piid no ta™ had their own lawB and tribi..„.,|| be teen that, instead trf a desire to 
Bala, were allowed lo profea and e.erc.se all th^ .atablish and perpetu.lc the liberal Initilutioni 
religiona tbcy cni>se, thoaph conirary to ihe Meiicsn lee ^ , ■'. r-i. -,. ■_ 

conMiiiiiiun, enjoved all ibe fruiu of a beautiful and °^ freedom and equality of rights, they have 
bounleoUB soil without return or tribute lo the lo- 1 '^k*""? »'""" ■!!■'"""'"*'*»'*=''" B"''""'"'^'" 
vsramani to which it belonged, and ware, without from motives of perianal aggrandizement. 
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■TiricicHis idventure, t,nd unlimited, enduring 
oppreuion. The kUrming Trci is >1ki clctrly 
mnd fiillv substan listed, that the influence or 
the SLAVEHOLDING PARTY in the United 
Slalei ii now so complelcl]' in (he sicendant, 
and lo thoroufhly iways the deliberaliont and 
proceedings of our Kederal GoTemment, that 
It tnabn it the pauive, if Dot the active, in- 
■Irumcnl, in extendiiif; and pennanently 
eitabliahinj^ that horrible lystem of opprenion, 
eien in region* where it had been destroyed 
by the power of mor'l virtue and republican 
principle. 

The period bus indeed arrived — THE 
CRISIS IS AT HAND— when the viae, the 
Tiimous, the patriotic, the philanthropic of 
tbiE nation, must examine, and reflect, and 
daptj) pander the momentoua subject under 
conaideration. Already weMe the newipaper 
press in some of the free Stales openly advo- 
cating the gyslem of slavery, with all itaoutrag«s 
tuid abominalions-* Individuals occupying in- 
Buenlial stations in the community at large, 
also countenance and encouia^ it, and even 
instigate the vile rabble to oppose, mal-lreat, 
and Irample on the necks of those who dare lo 
plead thccause oflheoppresaed. At the ensu- 
ing sesaion of our national Congreas,the great 
battle will probably be fought, that must de- 
cide ihequestion now at Isue, and perbapi even 
aeal the fate of ihU Jteputlie. The Senators 
and Kepresentaiivcgof the people will then be 
called on to sanction Ihe " independence of 
Texas, *■ anil also to provide for its admission, 
aa a SLAVEHOLDING STATE, into this 
Union- Theae measures will positively he 
proposed, in case the Uezican Government 
ful* to suppress the insurrection Tcry soon, 
and to recover the actual poaaession of the 
territory. A few of our moat eminent statesmen 
will resist the proposition with energy and 
leal) but unless Ihe PUBLIC VOICE be 
raised against the unhallowed proceeding, 
and the lentimenls of Ihe people be most un- 
equivocally expressed in (he loudest tones of 
disapprobation, they will be unable to with- 
•land Ihe influence and power of their 
anUKOiusli. Arouse then ! and let your voice 
be heard through your primary asaembtiei, 
your legislative halts, and the columna ol 
Ibe periodical press, in every aeclion of your 
coumry. 

Cilizrna of Ihe United Stales !— Sons of the 
Pilgrims, snd disciple' of Wesley and Penn! — 
Coadjutors and pupils of Waahington, Jeffer- 
»on, and Franklin !— Advocates .if Freedom, 
and Ihe sacred " SighU of Man .'"—Will you 
longer shul yuur eyes, and slumber in apathy, 
while the demon nf oppression is thus stalking 
over the phins consecrated to the Gemua 



LibeKy and fertilized by the blood of her 
numeroua martfra^ — Will you permit the 
authors of lliis gigantic project of national 
aggression, interminable xbivery, snd Heaven- 
daring injustice, to perfect their diabolical 
schemes through your aupineness, or with the 
sanction uf your acquiescence ? If they suc- 
ceed in the sccompliahment of their object, 
where wilt be your guarantee for the liberty 
wliich you, yourselves, enjoy ^ When (ha 
advocales uf sUvery shull obtain the balance 
of power in this confederation! when they 
shall have corrupted a few more of the aspi- 
rants to office among you, and opened an 
illimitable field for the operations of ynur 
hearlles^ land-jobbers and slave- merchants, (lo 
secure their influence in effecling the unholy 
purposes of their ambition,) how long will 
you be able tn resist the encroachmenls of iheir 
tyrannical influence, or prevent Ihem from 
usurping and exercising authanit/ over yuu I 
ARISE IN THE MAJESTY OF MORAL 
POWER, and place (he seal of condrmnadon 
upon this flagrant violation of national laws, 
of human rights, and the eternal, immutable 
principles of Justice. 

I will now present the reader with an exlrict 
from Ihe celebrated speech of John Qot^tcT 
AniHS, detivered in Ihe House of Kepre- 
anetatives of Ihe United Stales, May 3ilb, 
18.15- He takes some very important views of 
the subject before u>, coinciding with, and 
also corroborating, much of what is here ad- 
vanced. — Speaking of the constiludonal 
powers of Congreis, relative to the subject of 
slave emandpatiim, and supposing several 

ses that may be likely to occur, ha proceeds 



will 



in Ihe bounda of possibility — I woald id God IroDld 
iihin Ibe bouads of probabiTitf. Yoa bave 

. war, 1 am sorry to saj, so far as 

public rumor is cndited, siioiuUted by provocBliofla 
oa DDr part fnim the nn commencetaeni of Ibia 
AdminiitrBlJoD dowD lolbe recani auihonty gives to 
{Jenetal Gaine« lo ipvids the Met— — 






of Ihe I 






ipoaal mads at a time wtieo there 
was already much ilt-humourin Meiiro against the 
United Stales, thai she ehould ceda to iha V. Stales 
a very large ponion of har leirilorj — tarae enough 
to canililiile nine Slalsi equal in eitent lo KenluckT- 
It must be coofoHed that a device belter calcalated 
10 produce jeslous;, gUHpicioD, dl-will, and hatred. 



that 



>t Ihe ti 



nof cc 



e or* 






these Unit 

dai wiih land jobbing, and with slavca, introduced in 
defiance of the Meiicaa Jaws, by which sUiery had 
been abolished ihroughout that Republic. The war 
now nging \a Teis. is a Maitcsn civil war, sud a 
war for the n-eitablishmenl of slavery wbeie il wa* 
abolished. It i. ' 



11 been m 



icipation 






I the aide 
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etted and taken,* thouKh I cannot particip«ite in 
that exquisite joy with which we have been told that 
every one having Anglo-Saxon blood in his veins 
must have been delighted on hearing that this ruffian 
has been shot, in cold blood, when a prisoner of war, 
by th^ Anglo-Saxon leader of the victorious Texian 
army 8ir, 1 hope there is no member of* this Elouse, 
of other than Anglo-Saxon origin, who will deem it 
uncourteoos that 1, being myself in part Anglo-Saxon, 
Diast, of course, hold that far the best blood that 
ever circulated in human veins- Oh ! yes sir ! far be 
k from 'me to depreciate the glories of the Anglo- 
Saxon lace; although there have been times when 
they bowed their necks and submitted to the law of 
conquest, beneath the ascendency of the Norman 
race. But, sir, it has struck me as no inconsiderable 
evidence of the spirit which is spurnng us into this 
war of aggression, ol conquest, anJ of slave-making, 
that all the fires of ancient, hereditary national hatr^ 
are to be kindled, to familiarize us with the ferocious 
•pirit of rejoicing at the massacre of prisoners in 
cold blood. Sir, is there not yet hatred enough be- 
tween the races which compose your Southern pop- 
ulation and the population of Mexico, their next 
neighbour, but you must go back eight hundred or a 
thousand years, and to another hemisphere* for the 
fountains of bitterness between you and them ? What 
is the temper oi feeling between the component parts 
of your own Southern population, between your 
Anglo-Saxon, Norman French, and Moorish Spanish 
inhabitants of Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas, and 
Missouri ? between them all and the Indian savage, 
the original possessor of the land from which you are 
scourging him already back to the foot of the Rocky 
Mountains? What between them all and the Ameri. 
can negro, of African origin, whom they are holding 
in cruel bondage ? Are these elements of harmony, 
concord, and patriotism between the coqnponent 
parts of a nation starting upon a crusade of conquest? 
And what are the feelings of all this motly com- 

1)0ttnd equally heterogeneous of the Mexican popu- 
ation ? Do not you, an Anglo-Saxon, slave-holding 
exterminator of Indians, from the bottom of your 
eoul, hate the Mexican-Spaniard-Indian emancipator 
of slaves and abolisher of slavery ? And do you 
think your hatred is not with equal cordiality return. 
«d ? Go to the city of Mexico, ask any one of your 
fellow citizens who have been there for the last three 
or four years, whether they scarcely dare show their 
faces, as Anglo-Americans, in the streets. Be as- 
aured, sir, that, however heartily you dete^ the 
Mexican, his bosom burfts with an equally deep- 
seated detestation of you. 

And this is the nation with which, at the instiga- 
tion of your Executive Government, you are now 
rushing into war — into a war of conquest ; commenc 
ed by aggression on your part, and for the re-estab^ 
lishment of slavery, where it has been abolished, 
throughout the Mexican Republic. For your war 
will be with Mexico — with a Republic of twenty, 
four States, and a population of eight or nine millions 
of souls. It seems to be considered that this victory 
aver twelve hundred men, with the capture of their 
conaraander, the President of the Mexicah Republic, 
has already achieved the conquest of the whole 
Republic. That it may have achieved the indepen- 
dence of Texas, is not impossible. But Texas is to 
the Mexican Republic not more nor so much as the 
State of Michigan is to yours ;— that State of Michi- 
gan, the People ofwhich are in vain claiming of you 
the performance of that sacred promise you made 
them^ of admitting her as a State into the Union ; 
that State of Michigan, which has greater grievances 
and heavier^wrongs to allege against you for a deela- 
■ ■ ■ I . I ■■ ■ ., 1 . 

• Mr. Adams^ and many others, hare been mislod by 
false represt^ttatioiu re«pectuig SaiiU Annans charaetec. 



ration of her independence, if she were disposed to 
declare it, than the People of Texas have for breaking 
off their union with the Republic of Mexico. Texas 
is an extreme boundary portion of the Republio of 
Mexico ; a wilderness only inhabited by the Indiana 
until after the Revolution which separated Mexico 
from Spain; not sufficiently populous at the organiza- 
tion of the Mexican Confederacy to form a State 
by itself, and therefore united with Coahuila, where 
the greatest part of the indigenous part of the popula- 
tion reside. Sir, the history of all the emancipated 
Spanish American colonies has been, ever since 
their separation from Spain, a history of ronvulsion- 
ary wars ; of revolutions, accomplished by single, and 
often very insignificant battles ; of chieftains, whosa 
title to power has been the murder of their immediate 
predecessors. '1 hey have all partaken of the character 
of the first conquest of Mexico by Cortez, and of 
Peru by IMzani ; and this, sir, makes me shudder at 
the thought of connecting our destinies indissolubly 
with theirs- It may be that a new revolution in 
Mexico will follow upon this captivity or death of 
their President and commanding general ; we have 
rumours, indeed, that such a revolution had happened 
even before his defeat; but I cannot yet see my way 
clear to the conclusion that either the independence 
of Texas, pr the capture and military execution of 
Santa Ai^na, will save you from war with Mexico. 
Santa Anna was but one of a breed ofwhich Spanisli 
America for the last twenty ^ve years has been a 
teeming mother ^soldiers of fortune, who, by the 
sword or the musket ball have risen to supreme 
power, and by the sword or the musket ball have 
fallen from it That breed is not extinct; the very 
last intelligence from Peru tells of one who has fallea 
there as Yturbide, and Mina, and Guerrero, and Santa 
Anna have fallen in Mexico. The same soil which 
re-produced them is yet fertileto produce others. They 
produce themselves, with nothing but a change of 
the name and of the man. Your war, sir, is to be a 
war of races — the Anglo-Saxon American pitted 
against the Moorish-Spanish-Mexican American; a 
war between the Northern and Southern halves of 
North America, from Passamaquoddy to Panama* 
Are y6a prepared for such a war? 

And again I ask, what will be your cauite in such a 
war.^ Aggression, conquest, and the re-establish, 
ment of slavery where it has been abolished. In that 
war, sir, the banners of freedom will be the banners of 
Mexico; and your banners, I blush to speak the word, 
will be the banners of slavery. 

Sir, in considering these United States and the 
Mexican States as mere masses of power coming le 
collision against each other, I cannot doubt that 
Mexico will be the greatest sufferer by the shock. 
The conquest of all Mexico would seem to be ne 
improbable result of the conflict, especially if the war 
should extend no farther than to the two mighty 
combatants. But will it be so confined ? Mexico ia 
clearly the weakest of the two Powers, but she is 
not the least prepared for action. She has the more 
recent experience of war. She has the greatest num- 
ber of veteran warriors; and although her highest 
chief has lust snfiered a fatal and ignominious defeat, 
yet that has happened oflen before to leaders of 
armies too confident of success and contemptuous of 
their enemy — Even now, Mexico is better prepared 
for a war of invasion upon you than you are for a 
war of invasion upon her. There may be found a 
successor to Santa Anna, inflamed with the desire, 
not only of avenging her disaster, but what he and 
his nation will consider your perfidious hostility. 
The national spirit may go with him. He may not 
only turn the tables upon the 1 exian conquerors, but 
drive them for refuge within your borders, and pur- 
sue them into tlie heart of your own territories. Are 
you in aoonditioa to resist him ? Is the success «f 
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yoar whole army, and all your veteran eenerals, and 
all your militia calls, and all your mutinous volun- 
teers against a miserable band of five or six hundred 
invisible Seminole Indians, in your late campaiofo, 
en earnest of the energy and vigor with which you 
are ready to carry on that far otherwise formidable 
and complicated war ?^omplicated, did I say ? And 
how complicated 7 Your Seminole war is already 
apreadii/g to the Creeks, and, in their march of 
desolation, they sweep along with them your negro 
•laves, and put arms into their hands to make com- 
mon cause with them against you, and how far will 
at spread, sir, should a Mexican invader, with the 
torch of liberty in his hand, and the standard of free- 
dom floating over his head, prorlaioiing emancipation 
to the slave and revenge to the native Indian, as he 
goes, invade your soil ? What will be the condition 
of your States of Louisiana, of Mississippi, of Ala- 
bama, of Arkansas, of Missouri, and of Georgia? 
Where will be your negroes? Where will be that 
combined and concentrated mass of Indian tribes, 
whom, by an inconsiderate policy, you have expel- 
led from their widely distant habitations, to embody 
them within a small compass on the very borders of 
Mexico, as if on purpose to give the country a nation 
ot natural allies in their hostilities against yoti ? Sir, 
you have a Mexican, an Indian, and a negro war 
upon your hands, and you are plunging yourself 
into it bhndfold; you are talkmg about acknowledg- 
ing the independence of the Kepublic of Texas, and 
you are thirsting to annex Texas, aye, Coahuila, and 
Tamaulipas, and SanU Fe, from the source to the 
mouth of the Rio Bravo, to your already over-dis- 
tended dominions- Five hundred thousand square 
milis of the territory of Mexico would not even now 
quench your burning thirst for aggrandizement. 

But will your foreign war for this be with Mexico 
alone? No, sir. As the weaker party, Mexico, when 
the contest shall have once begun, will look abroad, 
as well as among your negroes and your Indians, for 
assistance. Neither Great Britain nor France will 
aufler you to make such a conquest from Mexico; no, 
nor even to annex the independent State of Texas 
to your Confederation, without their interposition. 
You will have an Anglo-Saxon intertwined with a 
Mexican war to wage. Great Britain may have no 
eerious objection to the independence of Texas, and 
may be willing enough to take her under her protec- 
tion, as a barrier both against Mexico and against 
you. But, as aggrandizement to you, she will not 
readily siifler it; and, above all, she will not suffer 
you to acquire it by conquest and the re-estaBlish 
meat of slavery. Urged on by the irresistible, over- 
whelming torrent of opinion. Great Britain has 
recently, at a cost of one hundred millions of dollars, 
which her People have joyfully paid, abolished 
elavery throaghout all her colonies in the West In- 
dies. Afler setting such an example, she will not — 
it is impossible that she should — stand by and witness 
a war tor the re-establishment of slavery where it had 
been for years abolished, and situated thus in the im- 
mediate n^ghborhood of her islands. She will tell 
you, that if you must have Texas as a member of 
your Confederacy, it must be without the trammels 
of slavery, and if you will wage a war to handcuff 
ig)d fetter your fellow-man, she will wage the war 
against you to break his chains. Sir, what a figure, 
in the eyes of mankind, would you make, in deadly 
conflict with Great Britain : she fighting the teittles 
of emancipation, and you the battles of slavery; she 
the benefactress, and yon the oppressor, of human 
kind ! In such a war, the enthusiasm of emancipa- 
tion, too, would unite vast numbers of her People in 
aid of the national rivalry, and all her natural jealousy 
against our aggrandizement. Nd war was ever so 
popular in England as that warw«uid be against 



slavery, the slave-trade, and the Anglo-Saxon de- 
scendant from her own loin^. 

As to the annexation of Texas to yonr Confedera- 
tion, for what do you want it 7 Are you not large 
and unwieldly enough already? Do not twotnillions 
of square miles cover surface enough for the insatiate 
rapacity of your land jobbers ? I hope there are none 
of them within the sound of my voice. Have you 
not l.ndians enough to expel from the land of their 
fathers* sepulchres, and to exterminate ? What, in a 
prudential and military point of view, would be the 
addition of Texas to your domain 7 It would be 
weakness, and not power. Is your southern and 
south-western frontier not sufficiently extensive ? n^ 
sufficiently feeble? not sufficiently defenceless? 
Why are yon adding regiment after regiment of 
dragoons to your standing army? Why are yoa 
struggling, by direction and by indirection, to raise 
per sattum that army from less than six to more than 
twenty thousand men ? Your commmding General, 
now returning from his excursion to Florida, openly 
recommends the increase of your Army to that num« 
her. Sir, the extension of your sea coast frontier 
from the Sabine to the Rio Bravo would add to yonr 
weakness tenfold; for now it is only weakness with 
reference to Mexico. It would then be weakness 
with reference to Great Britain, to France, even 
perhaps to RussiS, to every naval European Power* 
which might make a quarrel with us for the sake of 
settling a colony; but above all, to Great Britain. 
She, by her naval power, and by her American co- 
lonies, holds the keys of the gulf of Mexico. What 
would be the condition of your frontier from the 
mouth of the Mississippi to the month of the Rio del 
Norte, in the event of a war with Great Britain ? Sir, 
the reasons of Mr Monroe for accepting the Sabine 
as the boundary were three. — First, he had no confi- 
dence in the strength of our claim as far as the Rio 
Bravo; secondly, he thought it would make our union 
so heavy that it would break into fragments by its 
own weight; thirdly, he thought it would protrude a 
long line of sea coast, which, in our first war with 
Great Britain, she might uke into her own posses- 
sioni and which we should be able neither to defend 
nor recover. A I that time there was no question of 
slavery or of abolition involved in the controversy. 
The country belonged to Spain; it was a wilderness, 
and slavery was the established law of the land. 
There was then no project for carving out nine 
States, to hold eighteen seats in the other wing of 
this capitol, in the triangle between the mouths and 
the sources of the Mississippi and Bravo riveis — 
But what was our claim? Why it was that La 
Salle, having discovered the mouth of the Mississip- 
pi, and France having made a settlement at New 
Orleans, France had a right to one-half the sea coast 
from the mouth of the Mississippi to the next Spanish 
settlement, which was Vera Cruz. The mouth of the 
Rio Bravo was about half way from the Balixe to 
Vera Cruz; and so as grantees, from France of Lou- 
isiana, we claimed the Rio del Norte, though the 
Spanish settlement of Santa Fe was at the head of 
that river. France, from whom we had received 
Louisiana, utterly disclaimed ever having even raised 
such a pretension. Still we made the best of the 
claim that we could, and finally yielded it for the 
Floridas, and for the line of the 42d degree of lati- 
tude from the source of the Arkansas river to the 
South sea. Such was our claim, and you may judge 
how much confidence Mr. Monroe could have in its 
validity. The great object and desire of the country 
then was to obtain the Floridas. It was Gen. Jack- 
son's desire, and in that conference with me to which 
1 have heretofore alluded, and which it is said be 
does not recollect, he said to me that so long as the 
Florida rivers were not in our possession, there could 
be ao safety for oiir whole Southern coantiy. 



J. Q. ADAMS' SPEECH IN CONGRESS. — MEXICAN COMMENTS. 



37 



But, sir, suppose you should annex Texas to these 
United States, another year would not pass before 
you would have to engage in a war for the conquest 
of the Island of Cuba. What is now the condition 
of the Island ? — Still under the nominal protection 
of Spain,^on8uniing her own vitals in a civil war 
for the succession of the crown. Do you expect, 
that whatever may be the issue of that war, she can 
retain even the nominal possession of Cuba 7 After 
having lost tdl her continental colonies in North and 
South America, Cuba will stand in need of more 
efficient protection: and above all, the protection of 
a naval power. Suppose that naval power should be 
Great Britain. There is Cuba at your very door; 
and if you spread yourself along a naked coast, from 
the Sabine to the Kio Bravo, what will be your rela- 
tive position towards Great Britain, with not only 
Jamaica, but Cuba, and Porto Rico in her hands, and 
abolition for the motto to her union cross of St. 
George and St Andrew ? Mr. Chairman, do you 
think I am treading on fantastic grounds ? Let nie 
tell you a piece of history, not far remote. Sir, 
many years have not passed away since an internal 
revolution in Spain subjected that country and her 
king for a short time to the momentary government 
of the Cortes. That revolution was followed by 
another, by which, under the auspices of a French 
army with the Duke d'Angouleme at their head, 
Ferdinand the Vil. was restored to a despotic throne; 
Cuba had followed the fortunes of the Cortes when 
they were crowned with victory; and when the coun- 
ter revolution came, the inhabitants of the island, 
uncertain what was to be their destination, were for 
some time in great perplexity what to do for them- 
selves. Two considerable parties arose in the island, 
one of which was foY placing it under the protection 
of Great Britain, and another was for annexing it to 
the confederation of these United States. By one 
of these parties I have reason to believe that over, 
tures were made to the (government of Great Britain- 
By the other I know that overtures were made to the 
Government of the United States. And I further 
know that secret, though irresponsible assurances 
were c ommunicated to the then President of the 
United States, as coming from the French Govern- 
ment, that they were secretly informed that the Bri- 
tish Government had determined to take possession 
of Cuba. Whether similar overtures were made to 
France herself, I do not undertake to say — ^but that 
Mr. George Canning, then the British Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, was under no inconsidera- 
ble alarm, lest under the pupilage of the Duke d' An- 
gouleme, Ferdinand the Vll. might' commit to the 
commander of a trench naval squadron the custody 
of the Moro Castle, is a circumstance also well 
known to me; It happened that just about that time 
a French squadron of^ considerable force was fitted 
out, and received sailing orders for the West Indies, 
without formal communication of the faet to the Bri- 
tish Government — and that as soon as it was made 
known to him, he gave orders to the British Ambas- 
sador at Paris to demand, in the most peremptory 
tone, what was the destination of that squadron, and 
a special and positive disclaimer that it was inten- 
ded even to visit the Havana; and this was made the 
occasion of mutual explanations, by whicn Great 
Britain, France, and the United States, not by the 
formal solemnity of a treaty, but bv the implied en- 
gagement of mutual assurances of intention, gave 
pledges of honor to each other, that neither of them 
should inlhe then condition of the island take it, or 
the Moro Castle, as its citadel, from the possession of 
Spain. This engagement was on all sides faithfully 
performed — but, without it, who doubts that from 
that day to this either of the three Powers might 
have taken the island and held it in undisputed pos- 

lession ? 



At this lime circumstances have changed — popu- 
lar revolutions both in France ai\d Great Britain 
have perhaps curbed the spirit of conquest in Great 
Britain, and France may have enough to do to govern 
her kingdom of Algiers. But Spain is again con* 
vulsed with a civil war for the succession to her 
crown; she has irretrievably lost all her colonies on 
both continents of America. It is impossible that 
she should hold much longer a shadow of dominion 
over the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico — nor can 
those islands, in their present condition, form inde- 
pendent nations, capable of protecting themselves. 
They must for ages remain at the mercy of Great 
Britain or of these United States, or of both; Great 
Britain is even now about to interfere in this war for 
the Spanish succession. If by the utter imbecility of 
the IVIexican confederacy this revolt of Texas should 
lead immediately to its separation from that Repub- 
lic, and its annexation to tne United States, I believe 
it impossible that Great Britain should look on while 
this operation is performing with indifference. She 
will see that it must shake her own whole colonial 
power on this continent, in the Gulf of Mexico, and 
in the Carribbean seas, like an earthquake-— she will 
see, too, that it endan&^ers her own abolition of slave- 
ry in her own colonies. A war for the restoration 
of slavery where it has been abolished, if successful 
in Texas, must extend over all Mexico; and the ex- 
ample will threaten her with imminent danger of a 
war of colors in her own islands. She will take 
possession of Cuba and of Porto Rico, by cession 
from Spain or by the batteries from her wooden 
w^lls; and if you ask her by what authority she has 
done it, she will ask you, in return, by what authority 
you have extended your sea coast from the Sabine to 
the Rio Bravo. She will ask you a question more 
perplexing, namely — by what authority you, with 
freedom, independence, and democracy upon your 
lips, are paging a war of extermination to forge new 
manacles and fetters, instead of those which are fall- 
ing from the hands and feet of man. She will carry 
emancipation and abolition with her in every fold of 
her flag — while your stars, as they increase in num- 
bers, will be overcast with the murky vapors of 
oppression, and the only portion of your banners 
visible to the eye, will be the blood-stained stripes of 
the task master" 

Since the present insurrection commenced, 
the excitement against our citizens in Mexico 
has risen, of course, to a higher pitch than 
ever. The foregoing opeech delivered by Mr, 
Adams, and translated into the Spanish lan- 
guage, as before stated, was published in that 
country, with the following introductory re« 
marks:— 

** The discourse annexed, which was delivered in 
the House of Representatives of the United States, by 
the Ex-President, •/ohn Quincy Adams, is a Document 
which, in the actual state of things, ought to attract 
the attention of all reflecting men ; not absolutely as 
a specimen of oratory, but as that of the effusions of 
a sublimated soul, which soars above the comiptioiH 
of the times, dares to promulgate the truth m its 
purity, and plead in defence of the principles of 
Justice, so scandalously trampled upon in his country 
with respect to the question relating to Texas. 

The speculator^ in Land, at New Orleans and New 
York, have conceived the project of enriching them- 
selves, by wresting from Mexico the territory of 
Texas ; and as it became requisite to give an air of 
honesty to their base intentions, they have, with a 
plausible pretext, fastened upon the much abused epi* 
thet of liberty, — But there is another design, which 
threatens the political existence of the HispanO' 
Ameriean iVotioTM,— especially of Central America, 
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■ad New linniilii, which hy their t!«n!rapliicrL! 
potilioi, ind peculiar adnnteiei in ihe eninmerciai , 
■phere, iniiT be caniidered S3 the A«v'''>''lh« 'omi- 
Denl ; Ihi> dniin ii the ailiblahinent o( Slatert- 
Satbst.irihflAngln-AiDericintiiuccecdinihBirefrort 
(if ipprDptinIing Teiai tn ihsmtelvB,. Meucma, 

destiqy! baranse, on a day lent thnoght of. ynu will 
bBcnips the prsy or Ihe inaatiabie ADglo-Saian- 

Iread, will be aaldbirlouai each Public Gichanee of 
the United Stitsi, tti Gil Ihe puraea of ynur Imadera, 

poaaeaaioDfl to the hand a of the ttaffickrng mob, who 
look forward to the moment tnaulgugaleyoo. 

The diai^nune of Mr. Adama reveali imponani 
mjBleriea— It diacoyera plana, whieh he mijnaiii. 
moualj c-ondemiu. and publiahsa that which, afiir off, 
all cannot aee. Mr. Adama, en A ngfo- American, 



^ enfot^ce their lawa oa 
.Ota; but if the eonti^ ahould hive 
another result, tnd tliaC there ahonlil be « ■eparacion 
fTexiia from the Mt^tiean Govemioent, uid their 
itnhlisliment u ■n independent power eniued, in 
_jdi case the I»w9 of Mc\ico would not be (pplied. 
He ahould, however, atate, that no communkaticin 
eould ha'e taken place between Teus and tlie Brituh 
lorernment 
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YociftmtBT if the 



thwiih t€ 



prho loveahiicoiinir;? L 
iibertj, whoio Meiico cat 
the aoil of the country ibi 



Thlai 



I either in ihe t 



laof t> 



oflhauniYarMlemancipa _ 

elte the ucriGce of all liberty througho 
1. br eatahliahinp alatery whece it hia beei 
eiigted, through the Initmnien 
te TTortioD of the Elngliih racf 
of Iha United SUile 



from the Capful t 



the b 



We have received »ccoiinl« a{ some 
•nd »ery intereiting proceedings in the Britisli 
Parliament, connected «Uh the importint 
Mibject before us. These proccedinga may 
well Mtnict the attention of ihote concerned 
in the Bplenilid nefarioui project of conTe 
the TeiB* country into in imtnense SLAVE 
MARKItT for the fi^ebooteri of America and 
Europe. Tbe-lubject increases in importance, 
•• the eye* of the vt»'ld are opening to the 
enormity and iniquiif of the M^eme, 

In the House of Common*, June SOih, the 
•object of the " Re»olt in TeiM" was 
intriKluced and diacuBsed : — 

Mr, II . Hoy nid be waa aniioaa to know from 
the noble Loni, Ihe Secretary of Ford^ AtTair 
vfaether he had reouTed any (ommuncalMn rebitli 
u (he eatabliihment at dnoy and the eUve trade in 
Tttua, 



d Palmeraton obaei^ed that Ihe inhibitanl 
«ere in a itnte of reTolt agairiH the Mei 

■nmenl, and the reault of that reiolt wai 
dL-cided. IfiheMifiicanGo'ei 



Dr. buahiiqtton wished to ask hia iHjtile friend ■ 
question with reterenoe to Texas. He was deairoiu 
of knowing whctiver any information had been re- 
ci?tveil iif U1C importation of &1aTea from Teiaa into 
the United States. Tlio>i^ he believed there wai no 
treaty between this country and tlie United States 
which could compel them to put an end to aueli ■ 
tvatem, yet tliey were bound not to aanction ■ eoo- 
ti nuance erf' such a practice. 

Lord Halmerston replied, that no aach iolarinatiOD 
liad been received by GovemmeDt 

The London Po/rwrf, of July 6ih, copies the 
remarks of John Qiiincy Adama in ConfTress, 
froin a New York paper, and makei ample 
comments upon the subject in general. The 

The Bntiib pohlic oaght to be made aware of 

.!._. !_ _- ^ j( present m Texas ; of the true 

true nature of the eooteat between 
the Aiuencaa alaie 



hat ia goii^ai 



1 Ma 



jqhbpR 

TeiaS haa kng heen the Naboth'i iineyard of 
brother Jonathan. For twenty yMrs or more, an 
atixietv haa been manifesled "to puih back Ihe tKMin- 
dary nf the United Stales territory, of whKh tlie 
Saliine lirer i« the agreed line, ao as to ioclude the 
rich altavbl lands of the IMl* of Ihe Colorado, at 
the bend of the Gulf of Meiico.— There are stronger 
pMsions at work, howeyer, than the mere luit aC 
territory — deeper interaata at stake. Teias bekuvs 
to n republic which has abolished slavery ] the 
object of the Americans ii to convert it into a 
slHveholding state ; not only to make it the Geld of 
alave cultiration, and a market for the MarjUnd 
alace trade, but hv annexuig it to the Federal Unim, 
to strengthen in Coogresa the prepondentiDg infla. 
ence of the southern slave-holduig atates. 

This atrocjoui project ia the reel oiipa and cauaa 
of the pretended contest for TeiiSD Independence — 
a war, on the part of the United States, of nn^co- 
vcked aggretnoo lor the vilett of all purpose*. 

In alludinfT to ihe remarks of Mr. Adam*; u 
before menlioned, the same writer say* : — 



■V oiufat to enlist the fedings of etery Britiah 
,\,.,„.-r every BritiBh ChriMian, hi support 



philn... ... ... 

of Ihe noble minded men who are standing Cbrward 
in the tfniled States, to renst the torrent of natjonal 
iniquity. We call upon the country to rane ila 
voice. Tmat not to the smooth words and alow 
movements of Lord Palmerston. It will be aeai 
fram our Parliamentary reoord, tiiat on Thnrsday 
niglit. the aubjeel of what the papers call die RrDOlt 
in Teiat waa mooted in the House of Commons, 
Tn anaver to the question, whether government had 
received any communicatioD rdative to the eaCoiJisA- 
mmt of tiaoery and tlU ilane trade in Tezai, Lord 
rulmcntm observed, that the inhabitanta of Teiai 



BECENT FROCEEDINGS OF THE BRITISH FABLIAMENT. 39 

were in revolt against the Mexican .Government, to remonstrate with the United States against the 

and that, if they succeeded, in sucli case the laws of gross violation of Treaties, and the aggressions ot 

Mexico would not be applied. Was this a reply their southern states. — ^The honorable member read 

w(Mrthy of a British statesman? Mr. Hoy announced extracts from speeches of Mr. Huskisson and Mr. 

hi9 intention qf bringing the subject under the John Q. Adams, to show the importance to America 

consideration qf Parliament ; and we will take in a commercial point of view, of annexing Texas to 

CARE THAT THE SUBJECT SHALL NOT its ten-itory. 

BE STIFLED. Dr. Lushingtou asked, whether It is now for this house to consider whether, after 

vovemment had received any information of the the enormous sums expended in abolishing and put- 

tmportation qf slaves from Texas into the United ting down slavery it would render the whole of that 

States ? Was the honorable and learned gentleman expenditure useless, and to allow slavery to take 

content with the answer he obtained ? We are sure deep root in situations with respect to wliich this 

he was not. country had both the power and right of interference 

At a subsequent meeting of Parliarnent. the S^^fiHllUth^^^^^^^^^ 
following highly important proceedings are ^^^ United Stotes, let the house consider what con- 
noticed in the London / tmcs — Although the giderable commercial advantages the latter would 
motion of Mr. Hoy was finally wilhdra«*^n, the gain over this counUy. By that junction, the United 
great interest manifested upon the occasion. States would be brought within six weeks sail of 
both by the mover and Mr. H. G. Ward, who China. Neither ought the im^yortance of the pos- 
seconded the motion, it may fairly be presumed sessions of the mining districts by America be lost 
that the English aboKtionisU will mi be dimmed s%*^t of bv this country. Those mines yere^ im- 
io let ike guesHon rut there. No man in Europe ?«««« value-one alone havmg pi-oduced 30,000,000 

u K^»«.. .^.n.t.tnt^ wuh ihm. BiihiM*f than th^ dolUrs. Uulcss Mexico was assisted, as she ought 

18 better acquainted with the subject than the ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^ weakened as 

gentleman last named. His long residence in ^^ [^ J^^^ ^ ^^ ^^i^ ^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^' ^ 
Mexico, m the character of Envoy Extraordi- United States of America. The motion with which 
nary, gave him aipple opportunity to acquire he intended to conclude was, for an address to the 
a thorough knowledge of political affairs, as Crown to take such measures as were proper for the 
well as the state of things generally :-^and it fuliihnent of the existing treaty* by which this coub- 
Will be seen that his testimony fully corrobo- try was bound to co-<merate with Mexico. He was 
rates (as fiir as it goes) the statements of Mr. of opinioo that England ought not only to remonstrate 
Adams, and likewise many of those in the ^ith Ameri«^ but to have a naval force on tfie coast 
preceding pages of this pamphlet. The to supp^ Mexico^ainst American aggrcs«^^ 
*^: • /.» '^ % r 1 »!-:.-.*« *!,-, ^u The Hon. member concluded by moving: "That 
observations of Lord Palmerston. though an humble adch^ss be presented t8 the Crowe, pray- 
oetenmUy calculated to neutralize the feelings j^^ ^^^ Ym Majesty wlu be graciously pleased to di- 
of the other members, will have a directly con- rect that such measures be taken as to his Majesty 
trary effect upon the people of England ; and may seem proper, to secure tlie fulfilment of the ex- 
according to his own admission, upon certain isting treaty between this country and Mexico, and 
contingencies, (should •• fresh circumstances" to prevent the establishment of slavery and traflBc in 
arise) the government would feel itself bound, slaves, in the provmce of Texas, in the Mexican 
or a least authorized, to look to the matter, territory." 

In what fight will it view the invasion of Gene- Mr. H. G. Ward seconded the amendment, which 

ltd Gaines, and the open, unmolested s^vm^menX involved a subject upon which he had been long and 

and marching of troops, from different parts of ^^ deeplv interested. The importance of Texas was 

the United States, into the territory^ ^t^l^^vfe^^^^ 

finest land, it had numerous good and only two bad 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. — ^August 6. ports, and th6 possession of it would give to the par- 
TEXAS* ties obtaining it the full command of the whole golf 
Mr. B. Hoy rose to bring forward the motion of of Mexico. The Mexican Government on its first 
wlttdi he had given notice. It was on a subject of intercourse with this country, an intercourse of 
the utmost importance to the cause of humanity, of increased and still increasing commercial import- 
immense impCHtance to our colonial possessions and to ance to this country, had stipulated for the abo- 
our merchants who had embarked 70,000,000 dollars lition in its territory of the slave trade, and he 
in Mexica' If the United States were suffered to (Mr. Ward) could state that this stipulation had 
wrest Texas from Mexico, would not Cuba and other been most rigidly enforced and observed ; and he did 
Mexican possessions fall a prey to the United States P not believe that there were now in the Mexican 
The war now going on in Texas was a war not for states, except Texas, 20 slaves. To Texas the 
independence, but for slavery ; and he would ccmtend United States had long turned covetous eyes, and to 
diat should the revolt in Texas be successful, that obtain possession of that province had been the first 
province would still be bound by the treaty Mexico object of its policy. During his residence in Mexico, 
ent««d into with this country, when Texas formed America contrived to have a proposal made to the 
part erf* the Mexican domhiions, to prevent the j|fexioan Government, offering 10,000,000 dollars for 
earrying on i£ the slave trade within its territory ; certain privileges in Texas, and that proposition hav- 
the number of States in the Union had originallv ing been refused, America then proceeded to encour- 
been 13 ; they were now increased to 26, and if age the settlement of Texas of the refuse of her own 
Texas were added to the Union there could be no southern states, who took possession of the land 
doubt the basis of the connection would be to esta- without title or pretension to any title, and thus drew 
lish slavery and the slave trade permanently hi that into it a population exclusively slave and American. 
province. He begged to ask the noble Lord oppo- A declaration of independence next followed. That 
site. Lord Palmerston, if, within the last ten days, declaration issued from men recognizing no law, and 
he had not received an application from the Mex- signed by only one Mexican, the President oif th« 
ican Government lor the good offices of this country Province, a man of talent, it was true, but who had 
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dealt most largely in Texas lands, and sougdt his 
ownadvanta^. He was supposed to have formed a 
ecmnexion with some influential men of the Ameri- 
can Cabinet and amongst them with Mr. Forsyth. 
"What then had followed ?— America having ci'cated 
a peculation in Texas in the way he had stated, and 
havii^ given to it every possible assistance, a. com- 
mittee of foreign relations in the Senate, came in 
with a report signed by Mr. Clay, for whom he en- 
tertained a high respect, discussing the necessity of 
recognizing the declaration of the independence of 
Texas. The tendency of the whole report was to 
show the propriety, at a future time, to annex Texas 
to the United States. The question therefcnre, for 
the House to consider was— first, the general policy 
€£ allowing a state, without rembnstrance, to extend 
itself^ and thus put an end to the trade between this 
country and Mexico — ^the connexion between which 
oould be completely cut off br a few American pri- 
Tateers ensconced in theTexian ports. The principle 
had been disclaimed in 1835, when it was proposed 
to annex part of Cuba to the United States, and that 
instance ought to guide this country in not allowing 
this contemplated extension of the' American terri- 
ttxj. The next consideration was, whether the 
country would now allow a renewal and an increase 
•f the slave trade ? Such would be the result of this 
pc^oy on the part of America, and from a pamphlet 
he had received this day, it appeared that the non- 
slavery states of America had themselves been rous- 
ed to a sense of their own danger if that pdicy were 
successful. It was well known that there had long 
been a stru^le between the slave states and non- 
slave states in Congress, and parties were equally 
balanced ; but if Texas should eventually be annexed 
to the Federal Union, 18 votes in Congress at Wash- 
ington would be added to those in favor of that most 
di^;rading feature in the civilized world — slavery. 
On all these grounds, he most cordially supported 
the motion of the honorable member tram South- 
ampton. THear, hear.) 

Lord Paimerston observed, that if it at the begin* 
ning of the observations he should have to make to 
tiie house, he said that he did not feel himself at 
liberty to agree to the proposal of the honorable 
member for Southamptm, he trusted that neither 
the honorable member nor the house would imagine 
that it was a proof that he did not feel the import- 
ance of its object, or that his Majesty's Government 
were not as much animated as was the honorable 
member, with the desire to put an end to the evils 
to which the address he had moved so mainly related. 
(Hear, hear.) He [Lord Paimerston] trusted tfiat 
he should be able to prove to the house that the 
address moved for was at present, in some respects, 
unnecessary, and in other respects premature. The 
observaUoos of the two honorable gentlemen who 
had preceded him, divided themselves into two 
different branches— the one relating to the political 
part of the question, and the other relating to the 
trade in slaves. 

With regard to the political question, undoubtedly 
the possibility that the province of Texas might be 
added to the United States, was a subject which ought 
seriously to engage the attention of the House and of 
the country, but he did not think that the events which 
had occurred afforded any ground for supposing that 
there was any such probability of its occurring to 
call upon this house to address the Crown with re- 
ference to that matter. The state of Texas at 
S resent was this — a revolt had taken place there ; 
le Mexican array had been despatcned for the 
purpose of putting it down. The first operations 
Lid been ^eatly successful^ but a part of the army 



having considerably advanced before the rest, it was 
surprised by the Texian force, routed with great 
slaughter, and the President taken prisoner. It 
mi^t be possible tiiat the resistance mtiie people of 
Texas might prevail against the authorities of Mexico^ 
but, on the otner hand, the numerical strength lay 
with the army of the Mexican Government, who, 
from tiie last accounts that were received, were 
preparing lo make fresh efforts to reinforce their 
army, and from what had already happened the find 
result of the struggle could not be inferred. 

W ith respect to the conduct of the United States 
of America in the matter, although he was awars 
that individuals in those States had given great as- 
sistance to the revolting population of^^rexaa, yet the 
conduct of the responsible Government of America 
was the reverse. If regard were had to the Presi- 
dent's Message to Congress, it would be found to 
contain an unequivocal declaration of that Government 
to take no part in the Mexican civil war, and that in 
accordance with that declaration, orders had been 
issued to enforce the laws in the prevention ci indi- 
viduals mixing themselves up in the matter. He 
[Lord Paimerston! had that opinion of the honor and 
good faith of the Covernment of America, as not to 
suppose that they would not act up to that declarax 
tion ; and he thought fresh circumstances ought to 
arise before an address should be sent to the Crown 
on the political branch of the question. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Now, with regard to that part of the question wludi 
related to the trade in slaves, the honorable gentieman 
opposite bad remarked that no correspondence had 
been laid before the House with regard to the pro- 
gress or diminution of the slave trade, supposed to 
exbt in Texas, while other places were given. The 
fact was so ; and the explanation he had to offer was, 
that his Majesty's Grovemment had no aeent in the 
province of Texas, and they had only lately received 
information from the British Minister at Mexicog 
bearing on the illicit trade in slaves supposed to be 
carried on in Texas. It would be a greater evil, 
much to be deplored, if the oourse of we civil war 
were to lead to an extension or re-cstablishment of 
slavery. That was a matter deserving the attention 
of the house; and if the house supposed that fua 
Majesty's Government were either indifferent or 
un\t illing to bestow the most vigilant care to prevent 
such an evil, he should be willing to ^ee in thinkii^ 
with the honorable member from Southampton it 
fitting to admonish the Government in the manner 
he proposed ; but he [Lord Palmeraton] assured the 
house the Government required no such stimulus to 
perform their duty, and he thought that what they 
were now doing might be accepted as a proof that 
they were anxious and active in endeavoring to put 
down the slave trade in every part of the world, and 
to prevent its springing up in quarters where it did 
not already exist ; but he did not think there was 
any considerable danger of such an evil beii^ the 
result of the Mexican civil war, for it was evident 
that either Texas must be conquered and yield to 
the Mexican authority or that it, by succeeding in 
its struggle would become an independent state; or 
thirdly, add itself to the United States of America. 
Now, tf the Mexican authority were re-established, 
no more encouragement to the slave trade would be 
given in Texas than other Mexican states. A^n, 
if the Mexican authority was thrown off, and the 
independence of Texas declared, it would then be 
open to this country to interfere and put down any 
trade in slaves that might be carried on.— LasUy, if 
Texas should, in the progress of events, become a 
member of the United States of America, though 
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•Uvea mig^bt be sent there from other states, there 
would be no real danger of the importation of slaves 
from the eoast of Africa, or the islands of the Westln- 
diflB. He waaipclined to believe that an importation into 
Texas of slaves from Cuba had taken place, but he 
had not heard of any such importation from the 
ooast of Africa. With rt^rd to the importation of 
■lives from Cuba, he must say, that it had oeoui'ed 
before the treaty concluded between Spiun and this 
country, for suppressing the slave trade, had come into 
operation. The statement x)f the honorable mem- 
ba: for Southampton, therefore, applied to a time 
antecedent to the ratification of the treaty. 

The noble Lord then entered into various parti- 
enlars of the measures taken by the Government 
with foreis;n powers for the stippression of the slave 
trade, andaddcd, if the Grovernment should receive 
any auUientio accounts of the introduction of slaves in 
Texas, it would be their wish as well as duty, to 
take such immediate steps as would put it down. 
Now, as to the political question he thought there 
were no grounds whatever why this government 
ahouJd interfere politically. As to that part of the 
address whidi called on tlie crown to mterfere to 
prevent the traffic in slaves in Texas, he thought 
ft would involve a censure on the Government they 
did not deserve, considering tlie measures they had 
already adt^ted, and on these grounds he must oppose 
the motion. 

-Dr. Lushington sidd there were several circum- 
stances under which thu country possessed a right 
to interfere to prevent the traffic in slaves in 
Texas. So long as Texas remained in a state of 
dependency on Mexico, or did not establish its inde- 
pendence, this country had a right to insbt on its 
observation of the treaty which we had made with 
Mexico, of which, under such circumstances, it must 
be considered as still forming a part. If it did esta- 
blish its independence, we could recognise it as a state 
on such conditions as we pleased, and could make 
the abolition of tlie slave trade one of them. But if 
tiie state was received into the union of the North 
• American states, then we could demand t^at it should 
be bound by the treaties which we had contracted 
with the government of those states. 

Dr. Bowrink thought we were bound to remofi' 
9traie -with the Government of JSTorth America 
against the introduction qf any slave-dealing state 
into the Union. 

Mr. F. Buxton expressed his belief that if the 
Americans should obtain possession of Texas, which 
had been truly described as forming one of the fair- 
. est harbors in the world, a greater impulse would 
be given to the slave trade than had been experienced 
foe many years. If the British Government did not 
interfere to prevent the Texian territory from 
fidling into the hands of the American slave nolders, 
in all probability a greater traffic in slaves would be 
carried on dunnffUie niext 50 years that had ever 
before existed. The war at present being waged 
in Texas, differed from any war which had ever 
been heard of. 

It was not a war for the extension of territwy — 
it was not a war of i^;gres8ion — ^it was not one under- 
taken for the advancement of national glory ; it was 
a war which had for its sole object the obtaining of a 
market for slaves. — (Hear, hear.) He would not 
■ay that the Amerioan Gk)vernraent connived at the 
proceedings which had taken place; but it was noto- 
rious that the Texians had been supplied with 
munitions of war of all sorts by the slave holders of 
the United States — (hear, hear.) Without meaning 
to cast any censure upon the Goveinmeiit, be thought 
tlie House had a right to demand that the Secretary 



for foreign affiurs adopt strong measures to prevent 
the establishment of a new and more extensive market 
for the slave trade than had ever before existed. 
The noble Loi*d ought immediately to open negoci- 
ations on this subiect, not only with the Mexican, 
but with the United States Government, which 
latter had always professed to be anxious foe the ex- 
tinction of tlie slave trade. 

After a few >^ord8 from Mr. Hume, Sir F. French 
and Sir J. R. Keid, in condemnatkm of the proceed- 
ing of the Texians, tlie amendment was witlidrawn. 

It is clearly evident that neither of the. 
speakers, here quoted, were fulfy aware of 
the extent to which the United States g-overn- 
ment has lent its sanction to this diabolical 
rrusade. It may be presumed, however, that 
they will learn it in due tiire. — And it is 
manifest that (Accor<iing to the sentiments 
here expressed by them) they cannot stand 
by and louk coldly un, while the process of 
usurpation and aggression are perfecting their 
work, if they do but tiiorougnly understund 
it. 

Since the preceding pap^es were first pre- 
pared for the press, I have, in pursuing the 
investigation of this highly important subject, 
noted the principal incidents connected with 
it, as they have been unfolded to view in the 
progress of events. In treating upon it further^ 
I shall proceed in a somewhat more desultory 
manner, touching upon the different topics and 
occurrences in the order of time suited to tb« 
general purpose. 

Such were the open, glaring violations of 
laws and treaties, by the marauding brigands 
in the South and West ; so completely bunded 
or corrupted were the grtfat majorities of the 
people in the regions bordering on Texas ; 
and so totally apathetic were the officers of the 
United States government, — or so thoroughly 
had they identified their feelings, their inter- 
ests, and their actions, with the insurgents, — that 
some of our most patriotic and law abiding 
citizens became alarmed, both for the honor 
and peace of this nation. The following verj 
interesting notice was taken of certain pro- 
ceedings in Cincinnati, Ohio, in the summer 
of 1836, by Charles Hammond, Esq., one of 
the ablest Lawyers in Americu: — 

From the Cmcinnad Daily Gazette. 

'* FROSECUT.OR READ AND TEXAS. 

We published yesterday, without comment, a 
coramunicalion from N. C. Read, Esq., on matters 
and things connected with Texas. Mr. Read has 
devoted himself very considerably for the last eisht 
or ten months, to Texan atfairs He has speeehined 
often and again — has concocted resolutions* and has 
got up meetings to adopt them, and has otherwise 
been active in procuring that to be done, which has 
been effected, m aid aI Texas, in this vicinity. In 
noticing certain procecdinss in Fulton, in Monday's 
Gazette, the presence of Mr. Read was mentioned, 
not for the purpose of singling him out for distinc- 
tion, but simply to note the extraordinary fact* that 
the Prosecuting Attorney should make himself con- 
spicuous in denouncing the law of the land, and 
declaring a determination to disregard it. This fact 
occarred to me as evidencing too much of the pre- 
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THE WAR IN TEXAS. 



valent spirir, to subetitnte the present dispositions of 
a supposed ranjority, right or wronj;, for the estab- 
lished and permanent laws oi the country: a spirit, 
which I apprehend, ever has been the great active 
ag:ent in subverting regular gcvemments, in every 
age of the world. Nothing in Mr. Read*8 communi* 
cation changes my views of the subject 

Since early last winter, a series of transactions have 
passed before us, in open day, the undisguised object 
of which has been to enlist troops and procure arms 
to aid the Texans in their war with Mexico- Troops 
have been enlisted — arms have been obtained. Their 
military parades have been exhibited in onr streets, 
they have embarked at our wharf, have proceeded to 
Texas, united themselves withJb^ troops, and joined 
with them in battle aminst Mexico. In affecting all 
this many individualshave taken a predominant part. 
PubUc speaking has been one mode of operating up- 
on the citizens, and when it so operates as to induce 
action, the speaker and the actor become associated, 
in the consequences of the act, whether for com- 
mendation or crime. 

Am I not correct, when I say men and arms, for 
military purposes, have been furnished hefe ? Has 
it not been boasted that the cannon used at San 
Jacinto, was supplied by Cincinnati ? Is it not a 
fact, that every stand of public arms deposited at 
this place, by the state, have been sent to Texas, 
with the connivance of those who had charge of 
them ? And can any man seriously suppose that the 
real character of these doings can be changed, by 
calling the men ' emigranU^* and the arras * hoUow 
ware?* Associated pickpockets and burglars substi- 
tute cant phras3s for thief and robber; and yet, Mr. 
Read, as Prosecuting / ttorney, would laugh at a 
defence predicated upon such definitions. Who 
would not ? and what is the distinction between the 
eases? 

Is it an offence against any known law, thus to 
furnish men and arms to aid Texas in her war with 
Mexico? Let Texas and Mexico be regarded as 
equally independent l^tates, engaged in war with 
each other, the United States is neutral in this war. 
As a neutral, what are her duties, as one of the com- 
munity of nations. Independent of the law of Con* 
gress, which will be given in its place, the law of 
nMions defines the duty of the United States in her 
present position. What this law of nations requires, 
18 thus pointed out by Mr. Jefferson, when Secretary 
of State, in a letter to the French Minister Genet, of 
date June 17, 1793: 

" You think, sir, that this opinion is also contrary 
to the law of nature, and the usages of nations. We 
are of opinion that it is dictated by that law and 
usage; and this had been very maturely inquired into, 
before it was adopted as a principle of conduct. But 
we will not assume the exclusive right of saying v^hat 
that law and usage is. Let us appeal to enlightened 
and disinterested judges. None is more so than 
Vattel. He says, 1.3,8.104, * as long as a neuter 
nation wishes to enjoy this situation with certainty, 
it ought to show, in every thing, an exact impartiality 
between those who are at war. For if it favored the 
one, to the prejudice of the other, it cannot complain 
when that other shall treat it as an adherent and as- 
sociate of its enemy. Its neutrality would be a 
fraudulent one, of which none would be the dupe. 
Let us see then wherein consists that impartiality 
which a neutral people ought to observe 

*^ It regards war only, and comprehends two things. 
Ist. To give no succour when not obliged thereto; 
not to furnish, freely, either troops, arms, ammuni- 
tiqn, or any thing which directlv serves for war. I 
■ay, to give no succour, and not to give it equally; for 
it would be absurd in a state t(f succour two enemies 
atibemime time. And begides, it would be impossible 
"■ -*- •' fr//i^ equality; the game things, the same 
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number of troops, the same quantity of arm«, ammu- 
nition, &c. furnished in different circumstances, are 
no longer equivalent succours.* If the neutral power 
may not, consistent with its neutrality, furnish m^n to 
either party, for their aid in war, as little can e.ther 
enrol them in the neutral territory, by the law of 
nations. Wolf, s. 1 174, snys, * Sin( e a right of raising 
soldiers is a right of majesty, which cannot bo vio- 
lated by a foreign nation, it is not permitted to raise 
soldiers on the territory of another, without the con- 
sent of its sovereign.* And Vattel, before cited, 1. 
3,8. 15, * The right of raising soldiers belonging pnly 
to the nation, or its sovereign, no one can enrol them 
in a foreign country, without the permission of the 
sovereign. Those who undertake to engage soldiers 
in a foreign country without permission of the sove- 
reign — and in general whomsoever corrupts the sub- 
jects of others, violates one of the most sacred rights 
of the prince and of the nation. It is the crime which 
is called plagiat or man-thefl. There is no political 
state which does not severely punish it.* For I 
choose to refer you to the passage, rather than fol- 
low it through all its developements. The testimony 
of these and other writers on the law and usage of 
nations, with your own just reflections on them, will 
satisfy you that the United States, in prohibiting all 
the belligerent powers from equipping, amingand 
manning vessels of war, in their ports, have exercis- 
ed a right and a duty with justice, with great modera- 
tion. By our treaties with several of the belligerent 
Kowers, which are a part of<he laws of our land, we 
ave established a state of peace with them -—But 
without appealin; to treaties, we are at peace with 
them all, by the laws of nature, for, by nature's law, 
man is at peace with man, till some aggression is 
committed, which, by the same law authorizes one 
to destroy another, as his enemy. For our citizens, 
then, to commit murders and depredations on the 
members of nations at peace vrith us, or to combine 
to do it, appeared to the executive, and to those 
whom they consulted, as much against the laws of 
the land as to murder or robj or ccmhine to murder or 
rdbf its own citizens — and as much to require punish- 
ment, as if done within their limits, or on the high 
seas, where they have a territorial jurisdiction, that 
is to say, one which reaches their own citizens only 
— this being an appropriate part of each nation on an 
element where all have a common jurisdiction. So 
say our laws as we understand them ourselves.'* 
[State Papers, vol. 1, p. 91, &c.] " 
According to the law as laid down by Mr. JeflTer- 
son, the Texas movements in Cincinnati, are no bet. 
ter than combinations to murder and rob. Does this 
jar upon the feelings of Mr. Read and others who 
have acted. with him? Let them recollect from 
whence and from whom the definition comes: — it is 
not mere editorial vituperation. Congress, however, 
has not treated these doings as of a grade of crime 
equal to robbery or murder — it has constituted them 
misdemeanors. The act of April 20, 1818, sections 
one, two, and six, provides: 

1. Be it enacted^ <J-c. That if any citizen of the 
United States shall, within the territory or jurisdiction 
thereof,! accept and exercise a commission to serve a 
foreign prince, state, colony, district, or people, in 
war, by land or by sea, against any prince, state, 
colony, district, or people, with whom the United 
States are at peace, the person so offending shall be 
deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and shall be 
fined not more than two thousand dollars, and shall 
be imprisoned not exceeding three years. 

2. That if any person snail, within the territory 
or jurisdiction of the United States, enlist or enter 
himself, or hire or retain another person to enlist or 
enter himself, or to go beyond the limits or jurisdic 
tion of the United States with intent to be enlisted 
or entered in \Y\e «er)\c.Ci <vf ^wj foreipi prince, state. 
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colony, district, or people, as a soldier, or as a marine 
or seaman, on board of any vessel of war, letier of 
marque, or privateer, every person, so offendins;, 
shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and 
shall be fined not exceeding: one thousand dollars, 
and be imprtsoned not exceeding three years. 

6. That if any person shall, within theterrito'y or 
jurisdiction of the United States, b^gin or set on foot, 
or pro ide or prepare the means for, any military ex> 
pedition or enterprise, to be carried nn from thence 
against the territory or dominions of any foreign 
prince or stale, or of any colonj, district, or people, 
with whom the United States are [at] peace, every 
person, so offending, shall be deemed guiliy of a high 
misdemeanor, and sha'l be fined, not exceeding three 
thousand dollars, and imprisoned not more than three 
years. 

The resolution, of which Mr. Read avows the 
authorship, declares a determination not to obey this 
law, but to nullify it. Is this allowable in any citi- 
zen? Hear what Judge Paterson says upon this 
head, in the case oi Wm. S- Smith, speaking in re- 
ierence to a section of the then existing law, iji the 
same terms as the 6th section above quoted. 

"The section which prohibits military enterprises 
against nations with which the Ignited States are at 
peace, imparts no dispensing power to the President. 
Does the constitution give it ? Par from it; for it ex- 

£licitly directs, that he shall " take care that the laws 
B faithfully executed." This instrument, which 
measares out the powers, and defines the duties of 
the President, does not vest in him any authority to 
set on foot a military expedition against a nation with 
which the United States are at peace. And if a pri- 
vate individvial, even with the knowledge and appro- 
t>ation of this high and pre-eminent officer of our 
government, should set on foot such a military expe- 
dition, how can he expect to be exonerated from the 
obligation of the law ? Who holds the power of 
dispensation ? — True, a nolle prosequi may be enter- 
ed, a pardon may be granted; but these presume 
criminality, presume guilt, presume amenability, to 
judicial investigation and punishment, which are very 
different from a power to dispense with the law. 
Suppose, then, that every syllabic of the affidavit is 
true, ^r what avail can it be on the present occasion ? 
Of what use or benefit can it be to the defendant in 
a court of law ? Does it speak by way of justifica- 
tion? The President of the United States cannot 
control the statute, nor dispense with its execution, 
and still less can he authorize a person to do what 
the law forbids. . If he could, it would render the 
execution of the laws dependent on his will and plea- 
sure, which is a doctrine that has not been set up, 
and will not meet with any supporters in our go- 
vernment. In this particular the law is paramount. 
Who has dominion over it ? None but the legisla- 
ture; and even they are not without their limitation 
in our republic. Will it be pretended, that the 
President could rightfully grant a dispensation and 
license to any of our citizens to earry on a war 
against a nation with whom the United States are at 
peace ? Ingenious and learned counsel may imagine 
and put a number of cases in the wide field of con 
jecture; but we are to take facts as we find them, and 
to argue from the existing state of things at the time. 
If we were at war with Spain, there is an end to the 
indictment; but, if at peace, what individual could 
lawfully make war, or carry on a military expedition 
against the dominions of his Catholic majesty?*' 
Smith & Ogden, 83, ^c. 

Here is the law of nations, the law of Congress, 
and the judicial opinion of ti most eminent judge of 
the U. S. Supreme Court. All concur, in regarding 
as criminal, the doings that have passed before us 
for some time by-gone, in regard to Texas. A very 
plain proposition is involved. Have military supplies, 



arms and ammunition been procured, for Texas, in 
V incinnati? If they have, then has the law been 
violated — then are the individuals concerned obnox- 
ious to legal punishment. 

In th& report of the doings of the identical Fulton 
Texas meeting, a^ut which iVIr. Read has written 
his communication, we find the following: 

' i he meeting was then addressed by N. C. Read 
and Captain Lawrence.' 

Again- 

* It was moved and seconded, That a committee 
of five be appointed to assist Capt Lawrence in rais- 
ing recruits and funds for the cause of Texas, which 
being put to vote, the following gentlemen were 
elected, — 

* B. Hazen, L. Fagin, A. Gordon, £. Townsend, 
and E. Anderson.' 

Now, this very self same Capt Lawrence has 
opened and advertised a rendezvouz, on Front street, 
for engaging emigrants; in other words, enlisting re- 
cruits He proclaims that he- acts under a Captain's 
commission from Texas. Mr. Read acts in concert 
with him, in declaring, 

" I hat no law, either human or divine, except snch 
as are formed by tyrants and for their sole benefit^ 
forbids our assisting the Texians; and such law, if 
any exists, we do not as Americans choose to obey." 

And this, in direct contradiction to the public and 
statute law above published, Mr. Read represents as 
merely using the liberty of speech ! ! Mr. Read's 
speeches and the acts of Captain Lawrence, go hand 
in hand. It is an insult to common sense to assume, 
that so gross a violation of law can be evaded upon 
the grounds put foi}h by Mr Read. 

I have nothing to say to the rhodomontade in which 
Mr. Read has dealt so largely. It may go for what 
it is worth. My business is with palpable facts and 
existing laws. I would, however, remark, in conclu- 
sion, that no appeal has yet been made to Cincinnati 
for aid to the suffering women, children, and decrepid 
old men of Texas, exposed by war to the most hor- 
rible calamities. Our sympathies have been invoked 
for soldiers and munitions of war. — Let Mr. Read 
confine himself to these subjects — When he makes 
an appeal in behalf of sufiering humanity, in the form 
of bread and covering, then he may talk about it. No 
law forbids supplying these to an enemy. Mr. Read's 
appeals have been for the tented field, and that is 
quite a different case. 

I have called our Texian patriots * land hratdera* 
I cannot take it back. Has not a whole Kentucky 
corps come home in dudgeon, because of some diffi- 
culty about land ? Are not the Texians themselves 
disputing to the knife upon the same subject? — And 
why do our patriot volunteers prefer to be soldiers 
in Texas to soldiers at home, in defence of our own 
citizens, beleagured by a savage foe ? It is land ! — 
speculation ! Any thing, rather than a generous 
disinterested love of the liberty that good govern- 
ment and wise laws secure and make permanent.'^ 

I have before adverted to the fact, that 
General Gaines, coainnander in chief of the 
army for the southern department of the 
United Slates, was authorized by the govern- 
ment to cross the boundary line — but I have 
merely adverted to it, — and as a matter of great 
importance in elucidating the views and de- 
signs of those in authority, as well as in show- 
ing the impression which it was calculated to 
make upon the minds of the Mexicans, and 
disinterested persons everywhere, I will ask 
the further attention of the reitder to that par- 
ticular topic. It may be presumed, that all 
are familiar with the arguments used by our 
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p>vernnlent Ir iU jus'ifi^lton, upon that oc- 
cuion. The documrntn, be. which 1 Bh>1l 
qoole, will ^ive m full eipluwiion, however, 
of the whule mMler. 

Nulwitliiundiii^ the B««um]ition, th^l • ne- 
«etsity eiiitcd Tiir the Uniieil States' tmopi in 
lake ■ iinsilion on Ihe Siibine, or beiond it, fur 
Vie fiurpoK »/ kerping Iht Indiatu in ehak, i\ 
WM kiiuwn lu all intelh^enl perauiii Iheie, hi 
the lime, that the amy of force thus called for 
was I II (ended to encourafce the innut^enta in 
Texas. A letter from an ofFcer in the United 
States army, piiblishrd in liie Jrmy and Nutj/ 
Chrtmiclt, candidly admiti this, nnd sa)i of the 
advance orGaineii' Iroopi to Nacogdoches: — 

" It u to create the imprewlon in Te™ and Mex . 
ico, tli«t lilt govemmeut oT the United SlaCei iiVls 

oaiue of Teiu aU the Hid i^hich it esn derive froh. 
the eounteiisDoe and apparent lUjipart of (he United 
Statei, bciidn placing our troc^ in * litualion tn 
take >n ictiiBl |>ai-t in aid of the Teiiana, in case a 
rerene of (heir affaim ilwuld render aid aeeaatr. 
The pretext of llie aiiticipated iniaskn from the [n- 
■fiana in thai quarter it unaupported liy the leut pro- 
bable teattroon;', although Gen. Houattn hai iaued k 
Cslamation, dated at Nacogdoches, ordering out » 
7 of SM Teiian lallitk 'to siutaia the Unite^l 
Statea force at th'B pUee, until reinfarcementi ax\ 



'. IH TEXAS. ' 

se8aedmyacUoralaBne(f fineland. UxJe the Oath 

of a11eeiaiic« to Meiieo, and hate lived in ptoaperity 
and hanpineai till the I'eisn Reiolution ) unee whieli 
time, I muat coofeaa, 1 have Ualed more biiterneia, 

Erief and (nMble, than I had done in all my paat 
fe belbre. The like declaratMnt will be mBde by 
eiery Ameriian who aeltled in Texaa, whenever 
they can ^ ao without (he fean that make them 



who k 



The very cireiimMance, that auch a. " pro 
clamalion'' was issued bv the in«iirgriit Chief, 
•hows what winean'in there was in (he arrange. 
ments of the United States and bandit forces. 
A part of the former had airived at Nacngilo. 
ehes. and a speedy juncton was desirable, t.s 
the Meiicins (then victorious) were expeci- 
ed (o preas onward immedialelyi in overpower- 
ing nnmbers. 

Bui ihe following extract of a letter, from 
a highly respectable frentleman residing «i , 
N«C"gdoche», to the editor of the New York ' 
Commercial Mvcrtintr, presents a truly griphle 
delineation i>f ihe actual slaie of things at Ihqi 
period. Thialei:er is well authentlcatedi anij, 
indeed, it has be<;n fully corroborated by sub- 
•equent teatlmony. Americans! Bead and re- 

fleet.— 
"I aia rnvselfan Ameriosn, and unless ProvideIK^e 

bM depiived me at those aympatliies (hat pttNDpE 
othera, am aa much ilisposed to love my eouD(rynieii, 
to feel for (hem, admire them, SLd lo eberiah our 
M^le ooiutitinion and bwa, as any other man i yet 
I have never been able Co ap^ve the Texan caute, 
and still leas can I spproie ol the second fiddle game 
ti0<r playing here by one of the general officers of 
flie United Statei army. 

I came to Teiaa aorae aeven yean smee, posseu- 
ed. ai I tlwnghc, of good lillea to a leanie of lat<l, 
purchased m New ^rk of an individual who, to ny 
certain knowledge, had sold nuny other leagnea, a^iil 
— i.,„i imniedLitelj applied V' "— 



offleer to be p 


ut in poauasn 


of my land, when 


much to my s, 


rpriae, I waa told that my titles 
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nformed at the 
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and equitabt 




pw 



betn aetllera ftkr ai 

conditions entitlii^ 

(hose who came for the express purpose of sowing a 

rebellion, organized and matured by those who lud 

forged, or had purohased foiled litlea to landa, and 

ther ra^t perfect tboac titlea, if pomiblc. 

There came to Nacogdochea, about three years . 
ago, a Mexican, named Alnajnie, who publicly in- 
formed the people that he liad been aeni by the ^ 
vemmeiit to see and enquire ai to the (lien conditKsi 
of Texas— that the Mexican government waa dis- 

ffiLBed and humiliated to Und tlwt immense for^ries 
been effected in bnd titlea — whicb spurioni titles 
ere aelling in eTei 
._ the greatdeccpti. 
who purchaaed them — that a 
can citizens had reacheil the government of Mexico, 
alleging fraud, not only in tlie speculators who sold 
these titlea, but even in the Meikan sutborities 
Ihemselves) snd that thit practice must cease, or 
the government would feel conglrsined to act in such 
a manner as would convince die world of their dia- 
8]^rab«tioo of such practices. Mr. Almonte further 
enplained what titles were good, aud what were 
badi anti it la wordiy of remark, that those whoae 
titlea are worthless, have hated the man ever aince, 
and were very anxious lo have him ilwt, when he 
waa lately taken with Santa Anna, on Ihe score of 
his havit^ been a apy among them three veara before. 
Do not laugh, Measrs. Editors, at Ihe idea of a man's 
being a Biiy within his own eeunVT, auti by the 

Soon after came General Houston, late governor, 
late Cherokee, kc. ttc, and later still from Wash- 
ington, with, as he said, (both in tlie United Sutes 
' ' - ) the private views of General Jackson in 
relation lo Texaa. General Houston lold hia friends 
in general, that bis puraose was to revolutionize the 
oounlry. Next came General Mason, i^euC fiir be 
New York company. Upon (be meeling of these 
two big bugi, a dlicuasion took place aa to tlie pro- 
posed revolution, Houston far it, Maaon at (hat tune 
^inst iti (he gentlemen waxed warm in the argu. 
ment, and separated mutually displeaaed with eadi 
other. Mason ^oing through to Mexico, and, aa it is 
auertid by .Mixicani, being the first man who con- 
veyed the news of the propned rebelUoa in Texas, 

Next in lum was the change in the govemmrait 
effecledby Santa Anna; and next tlie TexianRe\-o- 
lution. Was it not laughable to see these Texiaas, 
all of them, generally speaking, stave- Imldera, adher- 
ing tn the eonsCitution en 1S34, one article c^ which 
emancipates all the slaves in Mexico 1 Was it not 
laughable to see them proclaiming a constitution, of 

prohibited the proclamation by Mexican authorities 
there, under the heaviest threats!— What roan of 
common sense can believe in this htaabur ? None, 
. gentlemen; none but tkose that have naked their 
' Uioosands in this country; and they, whoever thej 
I may be, feign lo believe it The eiBteraenU made 
I throughout the United States, of lyrsmiy and op- 
I preaaion on the pan of Mexioo toward tb» American 
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eitlzens in Texas, are slanderous falsehoods, fabri- 
cated to create and nurture the worst prejudices and 
jealousies The Americans in Texas have had their 
own way in every case, and on every occasion ; and 
whenever there nappened a leeislative act that was, 
from any cause, repugnant to the feelings of the peo- 
ple in Texas, it was silenced at once. In shoi^t, if 
there has existed a good cause of complaint in Texas, 
it was that men were too much their own masters, 
and too little under the restraint of any law. Any 
allegation to the effect that the Mexican government 
had deceived citizens of the United States in relation 
to promises of lands first made to them, is false, and 
I defy any one to show a forfeiture of titles to lands, 
when the conditions of the grants had been fulfilled 
by the settler. 

Now, sir, as to the war : here I will ask Ameri- 
eans, Texcept the speculators,) how many military 
incursions, insurrections, and rebellions, avowedly 
for the purpose of snatching Texas from its proper 
owners, will, in their mind, justify Mencoin driving 
from its territories the pirates that would thus pos- 
sess themselves of the country? Be it remembered 
that those revolutions have never been attempted by 
the resident citizens of Texas, but in every case by 
men oi^;anized in the United States for the purpose, 
and coming .from aiar ; why. a single provocation of 
this nature were ample justification ; but Texas has, 
from the time of the adjustment of the boundary by 
Wilkmson and Farrara, experienced seven or eight. 
Now what is Mexico to do ? Can it be expected 
that she will maintain a large army in Texas merely 

' for the purpose of guarding against the attempts of a 
few.? Certainly not. Were the population of the 
United States one of savages, from one of which we 
fihould not expect good policy, and that international 
equity wluch nas heretofore been the boast of Ame- 
ricans, it might perhaps be expected ; but Mexico 
has rested under the belief that when a few marau- 
ders should interfere with her possessions, the Ame- 
rican people would not object to see them properly 
chastised. But, gentlemen, what at present seems 
to be the situation of afiairs P Not only has Houston 
avowed that his acts were prompted by the highest 
authority witliin the United States, but a general 
officer of the army of the United States presents 
himself, with forces, upon the Mexican frontier. 
His first orders are to preserve perfect neutrality ; 
and his particular attention is called to one of the ar- 
ticles of the treaty between the United States and 
Mexico, by which the contracting parties bind them- 
selves to restrain their respective Indians, within their 
own limits. General .Gaines having arrived^ is at 
once in correspondence with the Texan officers, and 
despatches to Washington * 'information derived from 
the highest authority in Texas" — this, too, against 
tfie most positive information given to General Gaines, 
by i*espectablc and intelligent people, that misrepre- 
sentations of all kinds were fabricating, and would be 
invented to induce him to cross. Upon the informa- 
tion thus given at Washington, by General Gaines, 
Mr. Secretary Cass writes that he has laid before 
the executive his letter, and that his construction, in 
the uncerUunty of the boundary between the United 
States and Mexico, being acquiesced in, he, General 
Gunes, is authorized to cross the Sabine river, and 
nroceed as far as Nacogdoches, 75 miles within the 
Mexican territory. This permission is given, how- 

^ ever, only under certain contingencies; (and 1 am 
certain that these have not been present.) Here 1 
must be permitted to ask, (and I address myself to 
every American who loves his country, and is proud 
of it,J how it can be maintained, under any pretext 
that nonor would suggest, or justify, that then^ntior 



between the United States andMcxico is uncertain? 
For a long time after the acquisition of Louisiana, the 
United States exercised jurisdiction only to the Rio 
Hondo, but six miles west of Nachitoches, the inter- 
mediate territory between this point and the Sabine 
river, about 40 miles, being considered neutral ter- 
ritory. At last General Wilkinson, for, the United 
States, and General Ferrara, for Mexico, arranged 
the Sabine as the frontier ; a survey made by Mr. 
Melish also establishes the Sabine, at this point, as 
the frontier. A subsequent regular and formal treaty 
between the two governments confirms this frontier, 
and has especial and particular reference to Melish's 
map and survey ; and more recently still, the present 
executive declares by proclamation, that the two go- 
vernments shall continue to exercise jurisdiction 
within the territory now occupied by either. This 
was the result of a conference with the Mexican mi- 
nister, wlio justly repi*esented tliat Arkansas had 
overleaped the boundary between the two govern- 
ments, and was in the exercise of jurisdiction within 
a part of the Mexicaii dominions. 

There is certainly a part of the boundary not yet 
traced ; but it is a line passing over land only, and 
running from d2d decree of latitude on the Sabine, 
due North to Red River. Thus it will be perceived, 
that all the Sabine, from the sea to the S'-Zd degree, 
is the boundary ; and that the Sabuie above the d2d 
degree, belongs exclusively to Mexico ; — hence the 
impossibility of there being uncertainty about it. I 
will ask again, if there is doubt as to the Sabine 
frontier, how it happens that when the Texans were 
petitbning congress for a recognition of their inde- 
pendence, no information was imparted to the 

national legislature of the circumstances Again, if 

there is a doubt as to the Sabine frontier, how 
happens it that war in that territory, by r^ularly 
organized armies of citizens of the United States, is 
tolerated against a friendly power ? No, sir, tiiere 
is no doubt or uncertainty as to the Sabine frontier. 
Mr. Secretary Cass cannot be au fait, or he is 
willing to lend himself for a most unworthy purpose. 

General Gaines having, however, persuadecl the 
Executive and Secretary that the line was " imagina- 
ry,'' and that he "might cross it," orders troops- 
from forts Towson and Gibson, to occupy Nacogdo- 
ches, as I have said before, seventy-five miles beyond 
the limits of Mexico ; and, what is worse, directs 
thqse troops to cross the Red river above, and march 
through the country to the place of destination'; so that 
the troops came into the Mexican dominions at least 
two hundred miles beyond Nacogdoches, and, having 
arrived there, are ordered to fortify and erect other 
buildings. How b this, gentlemen ? Call you all this 
neutrality f 

But, for a farther description of our afi^airs here, I 
will add the following facts. The Americans (I 
mean the regulars) and Texans appear to under- 
stand each otlier perfectly. The neutrality is pre- 
served on the part of General Gaines, by allowing all 
volunteers, and other organized corps, destined for 
Texas, to pass in hundreds and thousands undisturb- 
ed, but keeps in check any attempt on the part of 
the native Mexicans, and Indians, to act against the 
Texans. The Texans are allowed to wage war 
against a friendly power, in a district of country 
claimed by the United States. The prisoners of war 
taken by the Texans are ignorant to which party 
they are subject. The American general claims the 
country only from Mexico, but has no objections to 
the carrying on of war against Mexico in the district 
he claims ! Pray, sh*, let Americans speak honestly, 
and let them say whether any government has, with- 
m the last century, placed itsdf in so ridioiUous a 
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light? — ^not only ridiculous, but contemptible. Will thf riglu which in his opinion he possess*^, to 

not any honest man confess at once that General continue violating^ it whenever he may deem 

Gaines, or any auUiority clothing him with Uie clis- it conducive to Hie bett.r pro ection of the 

cretion so indiscreetly used, would never have frontier of the United Sl.tes. 

dreamwi of the hke against a government able a..d , . ^^. , ,, ...nlersigned cannot, for 

readv to detend itselt, and punish such arrosuice r . , i • .. • ^-••'';'*» v* 

Whit is Europe to say to this? Will not Mexico * ^I'f '*' moment, admit the existence of such 

complain? And will there be no sympathy for her?" a nffh^j because U.is would be tantamount to 

From this and oth 




conclusive, I repeati 

the 1*exas rebellion 

J 1 . I II * • j^u .1' *• reason tnan mat or crraimg to Itselt an appar- 

and almost wholly sustamed, by the exertions ^ ... . • .1 • 1 1_ * "^ 

c^. 1 • 1 u 1 1- 1 1 ent necessity to acun this wav ; and because, 

of those "loncernedin slaveholdin^', land-specu- ^ »i »^ 1 1 u '1.. .^ l 

laf.np &c in the United Stales The Presi- "*" ^^'^ ""^^^^ ***"''» ^^""^ * *''^''* '*'°"''* ^^ * 

Utng, &c., m tne unned biaies. i ne i-resi- continued threat t> the sovereigntv and inde- 

dent an«l Gen. Gaines are both believed ^ 1^ ^n u.p,u ^ 1 i- *' i . 

, . , I • 4 . J • ♦! • II-! pendeijce of all of inem. In fact what nation 

to be deeply interested in this splennut ' ,| . , * c »'c -* * .. 

, r,\, ' . LI' J would not endeavor to fortify its own at the 

scheme. 1 hey are, however, fl«»M6«cflrfl'cn/*- / • lu 1 r .• x- . . li- u 

. . • . • 4U 1 If I • expense of a neig^hbors frontier, if. to establish 

mere instruments in the hands of an ej/tf'7Mi;c .,'1 r.i., »» r ♦! ^ ^ r * 1 

L' 4- /"Of K^Tv ur\i xwoQ uf k ^T T? thc Uw fulness ol the proccedine: it were only 
co;n6iWfl/*on o/SLAVL-HOLDLRS, SLAVE- nec^gs^rv to assert the riffht. 
TUADEllS, LAND-JOBBERS and reckless as- "^^^^^-^^y *^ **«^" "^*^ ^'S^^ 
pirania, composed of all parties in this country, ^^ is obvious hke wise that the undersigned 
who have resolved to wrest the territory of cannot assent to the latitude given by the Pre- 
Tcxas from the Mexican Republic, for the sident of the United States to the principle of 
Same reason that they have despoiled the south- self-defence, when applied by him to the pre- 
ern Indians of their lands and other property, sent case. This principle would not certainly 
and have driven, and are driving them, beyond c'^'s^ '*" »t ^^^^ "o^ *^"*'*t as it is, upon justice 
the Mississippi. Ihese functionaries have a"d reason ; if it were not derived, like all 
done all that they considered it expedient to the other principles which together form what 
do, in order to effect the unholy purpose, con- is called the Law of Nations, from that natural 
sistently with the idea of an "armed neutral- '^^ styled by the ancients the Law of God, 
ityj" and they have even gone further, (as I *"^ which in the same manner as it imposes 
have before stated,) in setting up claims to "P^" "^ ^^^ obligation of preserving and de- 
territory that does not belong to us; in misin- 'ending ourselves, forbids us to do so to the 
terpreting our treaty with the Mexican Re- evident injury of a third, unless through abso- 
public; as well as in sanctioning false alarms ^"^e necesssity, and the danger be imminent, 
respecting Indian depredations; in order to ^^ infinitely superior to the harm we are pre- 
hold forth an excuse for making a powerful pa^ng tc. inflict. And, can it be said that the 
diversion in favor of the marauders who are violation of the Mexican territory has been pro- 
carrying on the war against Mexico. duced by a neeessity of that nature, with its 

But it could not, possibly, be supposed that ^^^ee inseparable conditions ? The undersign- 

the Mexican authorities would be blinded by ed has not yet seen any thing to make him be- 

the specious pretences, and all the arts of di- "eve so, 

plomacy, that were held forth by ours upon What the undersigned has seen is, that the 
the occasion referred to. — And although the premeditated hostilities by the Indians against 
President found it expedient to retract a little the frontiers of the United States, have never 
-—so far as to disavow the necessity for the had existence anywhere but in the imagination 
movement of Gen. Gaines at thnt particular of the Texians and their supporters; in other 
time — the Mexican Envoy, at Washington, words, that they are mere inventions of the 
deemed it proper to break off his official inter- same, without any othrr foundation than the 
course with our Government, and also to enter wicked wish of doing evil to Mexico. The 
his formal protest against its doings. This simple relation of facts will suffice to demon- 
able document was immediately published, as stratethis assertion. Whilst the Texian set- 
follows: — tiers remained subject to the laws of Mexico, 

[Translation.] there was never any apprehension that those 

" NOTE OF MR. GOROSTIZA, If}^"^ V^^^'^ Xu'^K >|°"'l'ti^» ."S""* »»>« 

' United States, although there had been no 

To the Department of State. Mexican soldier in Nacogdoches since the year 

The undersigned, &c. has learned with the 1832, nor in any other spot near to the fron- 

most profound regret, by the note of the loth tier^ neither was there any talk of Indians, 

instant, which he has just received from the during the entire period of the rebellion of 

Hon. Asbur^ Dickens, that the President, Texas, either before or after the taking of 

reasoning solely upon the principle of self de- Bejar by the Texians. The month of March 

fence, did not think that he ought to attend to arrived, however, and the Mexican army, 

the ju»t reclamations of the undersigned, on everywhere victorious at that time, crossed the 

the violation of the Mexican territory by the river Brazos. No one doubted then that it 

troops under General Gaines; and that, on the would soon reach the Sabine, and it was then 

contrary, he persists in bis intentions to assert for the first time supposed, that fifteen hun- 
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dred Indians and Mexicans were already with- 
in a few miles of Nacogdoches, putting every 
thing to fire and sword, in order to determine 
Gen. Gaines to commit so gross an imposition 
as to approach that very Sabine river, as he 
actually did. But, with the battle of San Ja- 
cinto the danger to the Texians vanished, and 
in their turn the Indians vanished likewise. 
General Gaines, who a few days before required 
thousands of mounted riflemen, to be able to 
fight an enemy whom he supposed still more 
formidable, then acknowledged that the alarm 
had been a false one, and that he no longer 
stood in need of such reinforcements. The 
calm therefore continued as long as tiie confi- 
dence prevailed in Texas, that the Mexican go- 
vernment would sanction the treaty that force 
alone could have compelled General Santa 
Anna to sign. But about the end of June, it 
became known that Mexico was preparing fur 
a new campaign j and, as if by enchantment, 

' the Indian aggressors again started up, accor* 
ding to what was written by the Texian Com- 

% missioners, who had gone to Matamoras to ex- 
change prisoners; according to what the l*ex- 
ian General Rusk communicated afterwards to 
General Gaines; according to the reports made 
to the latter by other Texian individuals; and 
according to the information given to the said 
General by the Texian Major Sterling C. Ro- 
bertson, alluding to the murder of two white 
persons on the Navasota. It is also from that 
very date since General Gaines has thought he 
stood in need, in order to oppose the principal 
heUitferent, of those very mounted riflemen 
which he discharged after the battle of San 
Jacinto, — it is since then that the defence of 
the frontier of the United States has required 
the occupation of Nacogdoches, though Na- 
cogdoches is fifty [seventy] miles distant from 
said frontier. Does any one wish a clearer 
explanation? If not, let the undersigned be 
informed, what evidence has General Gaines 
bad, for taking the step which he has taken, 
which has not originated from the enemies of 
Mexico; — from the same who are interested in 
the United States* compromiting their neutral- 
ity upon the Texas question ? 

Now, if no danger has existed ; if the very 
rumours of it, by coming from the quarter 
whence they came, never ought to have in- 
spired the least apprehension; if these very 
rumours have been reproduced a number of 
times in the space of seven months, and have 
been as often constantly belied by facts; how 
came they to \>e believed? How could the 
danger ever appear imminent P How could 
it be styled inevitable? Where was, in short, 
the absolute necessity which has imposed the 
obligation of invoking on this occasion the 
principle of self-defence, trampling, as has 
been done, in its name, upon the most sacred 
rights of a friendly nation? 

But the President, says Mr. Dickens, has 
had to rely upon the reports made to him by 
the commanding general of the frontier, and 
be is ready to punish him, if he has deviated a 



tittle from his instructions. To this the un* 
dei signed answers, in the first place, that 
General Gaines' partiality in favor of the 
Texians has been so notorious, and his credu- 
lity so great, since the command of the said 
frontier hati been entrusted to him, that his 
reports ought never to have had any weight 
with so enlightened a man as the President of 
the United States — above all, after the Go- 
vernor of Louisiana and General Macomb had 
so well delineated the character of that gene- 
ral, and pointed out the influences which 
were directing his conduct. The undersign- 
ed answers, in the second place, that the in- 
fallible punishment of General Gaines, or of 
any other general, who may heieafter deviate 
from the instructions, which he may receive 
from the President in the matter, can prove 
of no advantage to Mexicf), neither can it give 
tranquillity to it at present, nor afterwards 
repair the immense injuries which have been 
caused itlready, and those which may yet be 
caused to it, through the abuse already made, 
and which may yet be made, of the discre- 
tional power which the President has deposit- 
ed with the commanding general of the fron- 
tier. And, really, of what consequence can 
the cashiering of any of these generals be to 
Mexico, if through their fault the invasion of 
the Mexican territory has preceded? — If, by 
this invasion, the Texians have been inspired 
with greater confidence?— If by it their ranks 
have been augmented with thousands of vo- 
lunteers, who would not have gone to Texas, 
had they not believed that they could depend 
upon the substantial aid of the soldiers of the 
United States? — If, finally, said invasion being 
prolonged or repeated, the next campaign 
should arrive, and then the presence alone of 
the United States troops in Texas is suflicient 
to produce embarrassments, compromises, or 
collisions, which may overturn the best con- 
certed plans of the Mexican army? Mr. Dick- 
ens will agree with the undersigned, that the 
government of the latter cannot receive as suf- 
ficient, a guaranty which does not protect 
Mexico from dangers to which she is exposed, 
in consequence of the presence of the United 
Slates troops upon her territory. 

Mr. Dickens, with such a motive, insinuates 
that the last instructions forwarded to Gene- 
ral Gaines were more precise and positive, 
than those which had been previously com- 
municated to him, and therefore that his suc- 
cessor. General Arbuckle, will be able by 
adhering to them, to fulfil with greater facili- 
ty, the President's intentions. But1f the in- 
structions alluded to by Mr. Dickens, are the 
same as those contained in the President's 
letter of the 4th of September to General 
Gaines, the undersigned cannot, in this case 
either, be of the opinion of the Hon. Acting 
Secretary of State. Quite the reverse. In- 
deed, the undersigned finds the latter instruc- 
tions a thousand fold more arbitrary than the 
former; those at least designated the spot 
where the invasion was to halt, whereas the 
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latter leave the commanding general at full 
liberty to pursue the Indians who, in his opi- 
nion, ro»y wish to wage hostilities against the 
United States, as far as he finds them, and 
afterwards to take up a position wherever he 
may think proper in any part of the Mexican 
territory. 'I'he President, it is true, now 
charges him not to suffer himself to be deceived 
by those who give him information, and to act 
thus only when he obtains any moral certainty, 
that the Indians are making use in any way of 
the Mexican territory, to execute their projects 
of aggression. But, was not General Gaines, 
perchance, charged with as much on the 4th 
of May and llihofjuly, by Mr. Cass, Secretary 
of War, in other words ' It has been alrea«ly 
seen how much such charges have restrained 
General Gaines, and how much they will re 
strain any of his successors, should they, like 
him, yield to the same influences, or suffer 
themselves to be imposed upon by the same 
machinations. And it is almost necessary that 
this should happen; forall the reports received 
by these commanding generals have to come 
from a country at enmity with Mexico, and 
must arrive disfigured by rancour and malice. 

Such are the reasons why the undersigned 
has always protested, since he had to reply to 
the Memorandum of Mr." Forsyth of the 20th 
April, against the discretional power with 
which the commanding general of the frontier 
had been invested. His experience uf men and 
affairs immediately announced to him, that such 
a power would sooner or later end in consti- 
tuting its possessor the arbiter of peace or war 
between Mexico and the United States. And 
the undersigned certainly set too high a value 
on the friendship which connected the two na- 
tions, nut to shudder at the idea that their re- 
lations were thenceforth going, to' depend on 
the will or error of an only and single indivi- 
dual! Mr. Dickens explains and exculpates 
so much confidence on the part of the United 
States, by shewing that the distance at which 
the President was from the theatre of war, 
would not have allowed him otherwise to at- 
tend to contingencies which might daily occur. 
But France was distant from the United States 
when the late differences prevailed, and the 
Ignited Stales would not certainly have been 
satisfied then, had they seen that an Admiral 
of Martinique could by a singJe act of his 
break off at his pleasure the negociations 
pending between the two governments. Would 
they not justly have said, that transactions of 
so great a magnitude demanded a greater 
share of responsibility than could be offered by 
one man, though he were an admiral or a ge- 
neral ? 

Moreover, the attention of the undersigned 
has been called forth by the earnest desire 
which he has observed in the United States, 
to occupy Nacogdoches at all hazards ; and 
were it not for the assurances repeatedly given 
him by the Department of State, that this 
measure bad nothing to do with the future de- 



termination of the boundaries, be confesses 
that he would be at a loss what to think of 
such a desire. Vhe undersigned calls to mind, 
that this veiy Nacogdoches has been pro- 
claimed by the Secretary of War as the pro- 
perty of the United States, when he wrote to 
Gen. Gaines, authorizing him to go as far as* 
that place. He also calls to mind, that when 
Mr. Forsyth received the protest of the under- 
S'gned against so strange a pretension, he de« 
dined by order of the President, to enter into 
any kind of explanations. And he has also 
observed, both m the notes of that Depart- 
ment, and in the correspondence which has 
taken place between the Secretary of War, 
General Gaines, and some Governors of States, 
a certain constant study not to designate the 
Mexican territory lying beyond the Sabine, by 
any other n^ime than the tumtested tnrritoryt or 
those which were equivalent; as if the actual 
treaty had not put an end to the contentions 
which existed with respect tp boundaries, 
when the line of ancient Louisiana ran between 
the rivers Mermentoand Carcasiut thxt is, thirty 
or forty miles this side of the Sabine! But the 
undersigned notwithstanding repeats, that 
those assurances on the nature of the move- 
ment of General Gaines, seem to him sufficient 
to dwell no longer on the estimate of coi.ici* 
dences so Strang^. 

Such, therefore, were the considerations 
which were present to the undersigned, when 
he wrote his notes of the 28th of July and 4th 
of August. He considered then, as he does 
now, and for the same reasons, that the* inva- 
sion of the Mexican territory by the troops of 
the United States, was to Mexico an offence 
really gratuitous, since there had been no 
provocation on its part, or any lawful excuse 
on that of the United States. He then also 
showed evidently the enormous injuries which 
ensued to Mexico, in consequence of said in- 
vasion. He then finally announced, that if the 
President did not listen to reclamations so just 
be would find himself under the painful neces- 
sity o\ retiring with his Leg^ation extraordinary. 
Bui the undersigned flattered himself that this 
case would not arrive ; because he expected 
that his reasons would be weighed in the 
balance of equity, and not in that of mere 
convenience. 

Unfortunately, it did not happen thus ; and 
the note of Mr. Dickens has left the under- 
signed without any hope whatever. The 
explanations g^ven him in the name of the Pre- 
sident, have convinced him, besides, how little 
Mexico has now to expect from the United 
States, when its most sacred rights, its dearest 
and most positive interests, are sacrificed before 
the shadow of a danger hitherto iroagpnary. 
Mexico is insulted and wronged, through mere 
precaution. 

Under circumstances so gloomy, the under- 
signed would be failing in his duty, were he 
not to take the last step remaining to him, to 
demonstrate at least that he feels, in all its 
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magnitude, the wrong done to his country by 

the United Slates t decUfrng u he docs, upon 
his own sale responsibility, thgt from this mo- 
ment he considers his mission ss concluded. 

The undersigned, consequently, requests 
Mr. Dickens to be pleased to [ransmit to him 
his pusspons to Philadelphia, for which pisce 
he will set <{ul to-morrow. 

The undersigned also requests Mr. Dickens 
to have the goodness to present his respec's 
to the President, and to return him (hanks in 
his name, for the personal itlentions for which 
he is indebted Id him, during the time he 
has bad the honor of being accrediied nes ' 
person. 

Finally, the undersigned repesia lo 
Dickens, what he has already bad tlie honor of 
expressing to him verbally, which is, that bi 
will always beir in mind, with gratitude am: 
esteem, the frank and noble manner in which 
Mr. Dickens has conducted himself towards 
the undersigned, in moments truly not 



agreeable, and in afTaJt* which by their nature 
ire been still leai so. 

The undersigned, EnroyGxlraordinary, and 
inister Plenipotentiary of the Mexican Re 
public, improves this occasion to renew to the 
Hun. Asburf Dickens, acting Secretary of 
StAle. (he assurances of his most distinguished 
consideration. 

(Signed) M. E. di Gusoaiiii. 

To the Hon. Asbdbt Dickxhs, be. Sic, 

Waihingltnt, 15th Oot, 1836." 



. he also gives a history jf iha 
boundary ditpaU, from which 1 have eilmcteil 
the concliiding pari, and insert it below. It* 
great length forbids the inserlion of the whole. 
I have likewise accompanied ibis extract wjth 
a Map, illustrative of the boundary, which »Ba 
prepared especially for the purpose, and will 
be found strictly correct. 




THE EXTRACT. 


intfae hearts ofall MeiicaiM, camemftar, and not 


[Trantlilnl furihi "Nntional Enquirer."*] 


wilhaut aome ahadow of reason, thai ber relations of 


■Id the iDEaDiime the rebellion in Teiaa Was iocreai- 


friendihip with the Uniied State, would feel tbe 


ing< and .lleucn, who beheld without being able to 




duubi, the Bsiiatance of avarj kind openly rendered 


jury, and that ihay wosid gmduiilly cool, somewhat 


by tKo eiiiiena of the Uniied Staiei lo the rebels,— 


mure ibsn auited the interests well understood of both 


who observed the nam orefTorls on the pan oflhe 






In order tod iminiah aoch injuries in future; in order, 
above all, to prevent, on the parlol Meiico, anypiauai- 




blc motive whatever of diatrust or complaint Hibich 


yaW.noI Enquirer, (publuliBd in PhimiflDliisJ and Uie 


might com piomii thoio lelitiona; the governmant of 
Msiico was of opinion that it ought tosend lo Wash- 




ington an Envoy ExinoTdinary, who should occupy 



50 



THE WAR IN TEXAS. 



himself exclasively with the affaire havinjif any con- 
nection with the questions rehuing to boundaries and 
Texas; relieving, by these means, the Charge d* Affaire 
already there, from the compromits of these questions, 
and leaving to his known zeal and eflScicmcy the care 
of all the other subjects appertaining to an ordinary 
legation. From the appointment of said EnToy,and 
his going to Washington, under the circumstances of 
the time, two good results at least were about to be 
immediately derived, even if no other fruit should be 
reaped afterwards: the firet, to manifest to the gov- 
ernment of the United States, that Mexico still con- 
fided in its equity and amicable intentions; the se- 
cond, to calm, in some degree, the publ.c excitement, 
by showing the Mexicans that their government still 
hoped that the United States would do them justice. 
The American packet which arrived at Vera Craz, 
last January, brought besides, amongst its correspon- 
dence, two official documents which made the Mexi- 
can government conclude in the affirmative with re- 
spect to the measure in question: one was a memo- 
randum of a conference which Sigr. Castillo had had 
with the Secretary of State, at the beginning of No- 
vember, in Washington; the other was the Message of 
President Jackson. 

In that conference, Mr. Foreyth had said in the 
name of his government, as appeared from the Mem- 
orandum written on that day, by Sigr. Castillo, *that 
the United States were resolved to defend their fron- 
tier, which they considered threatened by reason of 
the approaching campaign in Texas; and in order 
thereto, the belligerents should acknowledge as 
runitral, all that part of the Mexican territory which 
might bdong to the United States, after the demarca- 
tion of limits should be made.* 

And in the Messajge, in reference no doubt to this 
verbal communication, was found the following sen- 
tence.* *It has been deemed necessary to make 
known to the government of Mexico, that we shall 
require the integrity of our territory to be sempulonsly 
respected by both parties;" without Mr. Castillo's be- 
ing able to obtain from Mr. Foreyth the explanation 
which he desired in writing of what was really un- 
deretood therein by territory of the United States.* 

Inexpressible, therefore, was the surprise of the 
Mexican government, on the reading of both docu- 
ments, and on receiving the unforeseen and unexpect- 
ed news, that a part of^its actual territory, bordering 
upon the theatre of war, might some time or other 
chance to belong to the United States. This it 
deemed a real enigma; because how much soever it 
examined the past correspondence between the two 

Sovernmcnts, since the foundation of the Republic of 
lexico, not a single word was to be found therein, 
which might indicate the existence of any claim of 
this kind, unless it was the cited observation of But- 
ler, of the 21st of December, which was then disre- 
garded as Tague and unfounded; and because how 
often soever it read the treaty, and consulted Melish*s 
map, which forms an int^ral part of the same, it was 
unable to perceive how any doubts could exist with 
respect to a territory, separated from the American 
territory by a tunning stream known by all, and tm- 

• Because it is really laughable to see what happens in 
the United States with respeec to ths messages of the Pre- 
sidents, and what is printed in the Globe. In the former 
can be said any thing which occurs, or may be convenient 
to the President, about foreign governments, without their 
having to expect any other explanation than diat they 
have nothing to do, or any concern with what has been 
said therein ; because it was a mere domestic allocution, 
of a confidential character, exclusivelT directed to Ame- 
rica, and only intended for them. Tne Globe may also 
insult or slander them in perfect safety, and without ap- 
prehension of comproraiting the government, whose organ 
It is* and whose confidence it possesses ; the government 
avoiding all responsibilicy by aisaringthat it has no official 
periudicalj and toluU has beenjuad^ remaina so. , 



interrupted even for a moment in its coarse as high 
as the 32d degree. What could comnisaioiiera or 
geometere do in this part of the frontier, that nature 
had not done already 7 Was not the Sabine, which 
served as a frontier, the same SaUne which had 
always been?— the Sabine of the treaty of Melishf — 
the one ascending from the gulf, — navigaUe, and die 
same that thirteen yeara before the signing of the 
Convention of 1819, between Spain and the United 
States, the Dearborns and the Wilkinsons already 
proclaimed as such Sabine, and as such frontier ? t 

We rep«at, that the Mexican government was at a ^ 
loss to conjecture what the danger was that threaten- 
ed it; bat this was exactly what gave it most concern. 
It could not know, indeed, whether what the United 
States wanted, was to reap any beaeik from the pre- 
sent difficulties in which Mexico found hersell; in 
order to lop off" a portion of her territory, or whether 
it was only to make a diveraion in favor of the Tex- 
ans; or whether they wanted both things at once; bat 
without knowing exactly what they want«l, it could 
not bat know that they wanted somethings and that 
this scmdhingmsM always to be at the expense and 
to the great injury of Mexico. There was, therefore, 
an absolute necessity to inquire what it was, and this 
necessity, as wo have already insinuated, at leneth 
decided the appointment of the Envoy, in sucn a 
manner that he nastened his departure for the United 
States, embarking at Vera Cruz on the 9th of FebNru- 
ary, and arriving in New York on the 27th. The 
instructions given him were, as must be presumed, 
numerous and various; but they all tended to the 
same end, that of supporting and defending the in- 
tegrity of the Mexican territory, whatever might be 
tM weapon with which it was desired to attack it, 
and the fraction of it which it might be intended to 
injure. 

Scarcely had said Envoy set foot in Washington, 
when he was assailed by a thoosand alarming reports 
about the security of the Mexican frontier, and when 
he began to collect successive data in confirmation of 
those reports; now, referring to what had been heard 
in a certain White Houses it was repeated to him 
that the Sabine was not the Sabine, and that the real 
SaUne was the Neches; ^ now he was assured of 
its having been heard frwn very respectable lips, 
that there- were in Texas several riven beara 
ing the name Sabine; now, he was ahown a periodi- 
cal of the number of those which were most in the 
secrets and interests of the government, and was made 
to read therein, Hhat between two different branch- 
es of the Sabine lay a wide territory claimed at once 
bv the United States and by Mexico, and which the 
United States considered as their property, believing 
itself, therefore, under the obligation to succour and 

Erotect its^ inhabitants : now, be was taken to the Li- 
rary of Congress, and there a manuscript map was 
caused to be shown to him, which had been express- 
ly drawn for the information of the representatives of 
the nation, and in which locaUties and proper names 

tWilliam Darby, the American Geographer^ who in 
1812, had navigated the Sabine from the Sid degree to the 
Mexican eulf, and who was the one that^umisned Mdish 
with all the data of this part of the frontier for his map of 
1816^ corrected afterwards in 1818, -wnOe an article com- 
momcated, under date of May 12th, 1836, in the ** National 
Intelligencer,*' which completely settles the qoettion as 
to the course and identity of said river. In this article, 
besides other things. Darby says: *< that if when he visited 
that region, any one had disputed there that the Sabine 
was not the limit between the United SUtes and the 
interior provinces, he would have been taken for a mad- 



-i The Neches is a small river of Texas, always called 
thus from time immemorial. It ascends IVtMn T^fc^ 
Sabine, vnot the Gulf of Mexico,) and on arriving at 30 
derrees latitude, divides into a number of branches taking 
dinerent directions, though so small that not any one de- 
serves to be called a river. 
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a shock he must, finally, have experienced, from the 
unbounded joy which he perceived with astonish- 
ment in great and small, in the magnates and legisla- 
tors, when the result of the battle of San Jacinto was 
known in Washington : let all this then, we repeat, 
be added to what was already alarming for the Mexi> 
can Envoy, in the contents of the Memorandum, and 
it will be easy to conceive what were the impres 
sions which he was successively receiving durinfr the 
first period of the correspondence bow published; and 
how they afterwards contributed to proiduce his con- 
viction for having acted in the manner that he has; 
even though the diplomatists of the United States 
may have skilfully endeavored at the last hour, to 
change the ground in which until then the contention 
had been waged, by removing to another which, if not 
less oflfensive to the dignity, riehts and interests of 
Mexico, is at least more plausible, especially in the 
eyes of the Amejrican public. 

A part of this correspondence has already been 
printed by order of the Senate of the United States, 
and consequently no inconvenience whatever is felt, 
neither is any apprehension entertained of failing in 
diplomatic delicacy by concluding the publication of 
what was written subsequently; the more so as it all 
turns upon a negotiation already terminated, and 
which, therefore, has already entered into the domi- 
nion of history. For a contrary reason, we have ab^ 
stained from giving to the press, many notes relating 
to other Texan affairs, even though tfiey would un- 
doubtedly have contributed to throw much light upon 
the subject of the passoffe of the Sabine. We hope 
that the government of^VIexico will order, at the pro- 
per time, the publication of all these documents, if it 
should ever prove useful to it to have it known, 
what has been till now to Mexico, the so much pro- 
claimed neutrality oj the United SStates in the toor 
uhich a friendly and neighbouring power has had to 
sustain against the ungratefulforeigners whom she had 
admitted into one of her mostfenUe provmc:^. And 
these foreigners are all North Americans, as have 
been all who have aided them with their persons, 
money, writings, advice, and hatred towards Mexi- 
co !!•♦ 

Texai, and let the volunteers of Florida on their return 
embark in the steamboats, and come to pi*otect these un- 
fortunate inhabitants, &c. &e." Both these contempti' 
bit papers toere published by the GLobe^ on the 4th Jllay, 
with Uie same air of confidence, as if it had publislied two 
documents most worthy ot credit. 

*This does not mean that there are not in the United 
States, many citizens who sincerely lament what has pal- 
led and is passing in their country by reason of the rebel- 
lion of Texas, and who donoto/fnos/ wish for the triumph 
uf Mexico out of mtre respect to justice and equity; quite 
the contrary, i here is scarcely a respectable merchant, or 
independent gentlemen, or a real o4icer in the army or 
navy, or conductor of a periodical entertaining self-nspect, 
or any functionary teho cannot be removed, cr in fine any 
American of the school of Washingson or Madison, who 
dbes not belong to this number. But, what can so small a 
traction do against the torrent of a mass necessarily igno- 
rant, who is all powerful, and sufi^ers itself to be blindly 
led by the way that suits their immoral and greedy flat- 
tereni, devoid of all principle, and consequently without 
any barrier to check thenu Nothing, unfortunately for 
Mexico, and unfortunately likewise for the United States. 

The Mexican Envoy, however, will never forget the 
testimonials rf sincere interest which he has observed in 
all those citizensi, for the cause which he was charged to 
defend, particularly in excellent and enlightened Phila- 
del|>hia, in Huston, Baltimore, and even in New York, 
notwithstanding t!iis last city was the head quarters of tlie 
speculators in l*exan lands. He also improves this oppor- 
tunity to thank the Editors of the Nation^'l Intel I'gencer, 
the Atlas, .the N. York American, &c. &c. for their 
noble efforts, and the talent with which they have defend- 
ed the same cause, with no other object than that of 
enlightening public opinion in a matter so g^reatly affect- 
ing the reputation of their soil, and without the Envoy's 
ha tins: at least had the pli>asure of knowing even by sight 
any of the said gentlemen. 



The following extract from a " Manifesto " 
of the Mexican Congress, issued on the 29tti 
of July, 1836, will show what were the views 
and feelings of their Statesme/i, at that time, 
in regard to the colonists in Texas, and their 
insursrent allies, as well as the government of 
ihe United States. It will also exhibit the de- 
termination of that body, to maintain the honor 
and the integrity of the Mexican Hepablic, at 
all hazards. A combination of adverse circum- 
stances, alone, prevented them from speedily 
effecting the suppression of the insurrection. 
It is evident that they then placed a confidtrtce 
in the justice of those in authority, here, which 
subsequent events have proven to be entirely 
without foundation. 

" MixicAKs : This name alone embraces alt 
that the Congress of your Representatives has 
to say to you to-day. This name signified 
prirnitively a great, barbarous, and superstitious 
nation, as all have been in their infancy, whose 
fate it was to be coveted, at the distance of 
two thousand leagpies, by European avarice 
and ambition ; sought, found, and at length 
subjugated, its primitive owners remahiing 
strangers in their own land, which was to be 
divided amongst its new lords, for whom, be- 
sides, they were obliged to cultivate it. It 
became afterwards a rich colony, extolled by 
its possessors ; little known, but too much eii* 
vied, by the nations to whom it did not belong, 
and peopled by a mixed race, in which already 
was seen confounded and thrown together, the 
conquered and the conquerors. 

Next came the epoch of the virility of the 
nation ; nature raised its irresistible voice, and 
felt the violence with which her designs were 
eluded by wishing to unite extremes that had 
been separated by the immense ocean, and 
awoke in the then colonists, the sentiment of 
the dignity of man, the charm of liberty, and 
the desire to be really masters of their own 
homes. They entered dn the glorious contest ; 
they sustained it heroically for eleven years, at 
the end of which, justice crowned its brows. 
They created themselves a home, and they 
became their own masters. Since that time 
the name, Mexicans, has signified a nation, 
sovereign and ii^dependent, that rules its own 
destiny, and occupies among all the nations of 
the globe, the distinguished rank which merits 
its natural advantages and the efforts which it 
has made to obtain it. 

This sign of our eternal glory, is, that which 
is on the eve of being lost, and that which un- 
grateful and perverse persons wish to exclude 
for ever, substituting in its stead that of abjec- 
tion and of inexpHcable ignominy. 

Yes, countrymen, such is the tendency of 
the contest in which perversity and the black- 
est ingratitude has cngulphed you. There is 
no medium : for you triumph and your name 
will continue to signify free men, lords of their 
land and of themselves, or that which to-day 
is a respected nation, will become a degraded 
branch grafted on a foreign trunk, in which 
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eTen its proper nftme will be lost. Such is 
the alternative, such the plans of your enemies, 
such your future destiny : choose. 

Never have you eng^^ed in a more noble 
contest, and in which decision ought to be 
more invariable. Until now you have contend* 
ed either with your brothers or with your 
fathers. Falling on any of these occasions, 
you would have remained in the hands of your 
own ; you lost the end to which you aspired, 
not that which you then possessed, you did 
not gain» but your honor received no stain, 
for that sufHced your efforts. Had we not 
succeeded in obtaining our independence, 
nations nevertheless would have respected us, 
and our glory and that of our heroes would 
have been noted, as having fought with justice 
on our side ; we should have continued a 
Spanish colony, but feared by Spain, praised 
and respected by other nations. It is not so 
in the present contest: here you contend with 
foreign ingrates, with perfidious adventurers, 
who wish to take from us the soil on which we 
were born ; wrench from us the country we 
have conquered; give to oblivion the name 
that expresses our glory, degrading us in the 
eyes of the universe by subjugating us, and 
presenting us to the world as unworthy of 
forming a nation, incapable of governing our- 
selves, and of sustaining the dignity of inde- 
pendent men. 

It is not only necessary that these proud fo- 
reigners should not triumph : that alone of 
triumphing over them, and bringing them 
bade to the order they have violated, would 
cause us to lose all those inestimable treasures. 
They have conceived the iniquitous project, 
and they vaunt themselves to obtain very soon, 
and without resistance, the possession of our 
territory from the Atlantic to the Pacific; to 
incorporate our Republic in what they call 
theirs; and hereafter, by right of conquest, or 
farther on, placing in our sight, and in immf • 
diate contact as a focus of eternal revolution 
for the few provinces they leave us, in which 
they will meet restless and denaturalized minds, 
of which there are unfortunately so many 
among us, a constant seduction of which to 
take advantage, and a firm prop with which 
to keep us in a continual uneasiness, weaken* 
ing us every time more and more, until we 
fall by inanition into the mouth of this new 
dragon that will be forever open . ThiS second 
mode of destroying us by dint of time, would 
have an infallible eflect, though they would 
not extend at present their usurpation on other 
points of the Mexican territory, so that they 
are permitted to be independent in that of 
Texas. With this alone we ought to take 
leave forever, of all order and peace in our Re- 
public. From thence would spring seduction; 
from thence, resources for conspiracies; from 
thence, destructive immorality; from thence, 
finally, would proceed the torph of discord, 
with which the Republic would be reduced to 
ashes. If the colonists of Texas are to be in- 



dependent of Mexico, let the latter take leave 
of independence also, and conform itself to the 
full of becoming again a degraded colony. 

Neverit then, has a war more just or more 
truly national presented itself, a war that af- 
fects more our dignity and our honor, and that 
more nearly compromises our political exist- 
ence. Incautious, and in good faith, we opened 
our arms and unfolded our bosoms to nurture 
those whom the unsheltered state and perhaps 
immoral conduct and even crimes, kept exiled 
from other countries. We received them 
hospitably in the most fertile part of our terri- 
tory; we conceded to them immunities and 
privHeges of all kinds; we even permitted 
them to insult humanity, making it wretched 
under the weight of slavery; \Vc left them 
perfect liberty in their municipal government, 
and we only asked from them unity with bene- 
factors in the general government; but no 
sooner warmed by our shelter did they recover 
life, than they found the means of > plunging in 
our bosom the venomous bite in order to de- 
vour us. — Not contented with the enjoyment 
nor satisfied with the dignity of citizenship 
with us, they resolve, at whatever cost, to be 
our lords, subjecting us to their caprices, im- 
posing upon us their religion, and giving us 
theirlaws. 

And who are they that hare formed such a 
design? Men without faith, without country, 
without other tie than that of ambition; born in 
different lands; differing in points of religion, 
education, and in habits; exiles from the coun- 
tries which gave them birth, and which were 
too small to contain them; men unaccustomed 
to the hardships of war, to whom military ar- 
mor is in itself weighty and embarrassing, and 
who perhaps tremble and turn away their 
heads in giving impulse to the fire and detona- 
tion of their guns; men, in fine, by no means 
formed for strict military obedience, inexpert 
in the difficult science of governing, and to 
whom all is contemptible excepting perversity 
and malice. Do not believe that the majority 
is composed of industrious people, anxious to 
moisten the ground with the sweat of their' 
brow, and who wish no other recompense for 
their labor but that of the abundant harvest 
with which Nature would compensate them in 
these fertile lands; no: your enemies are divid- 
ed into .two classes— disheartened slaves, op- 
pressed and deceived, and lordly, ambitious 
dominators. What can be hoped, or what is 
to be feared, from such people? — And will 
tUese give their laws to the noble, generous, 
and free Mexicans? 

In vain have they tried to disguise their per- 
verse intentions, and cover their ingratitude by a 
change in the form of government, for which 
the generality of the nation has decided. In 
vain do they profess their love for the ancient 
federal system: — were they quiet while they 
had it? Do their revolutionary intentions date 
I from that time? On the contrary: has there 
been any time since the year 1824, in which 
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they have ceased to give anxiety, to call the 
attention, and to keep the rest of the Republic 
in more or less alarm? 

When this demonstration of facts is undenia- 
ble, what right have these new-coming adven- 
turers to try to subjeot the immense majority 
of the nation to their caprices, or their g^od or 
bad opinions? If they once formed part of 
this nation, it was not by a natural right, but 
by a generous gift, of this same nation. In 
virtue of it they were received, and they were 
received conditionally. It was told them, 
' you will have a home, country, liberty to 
work ; we will give you lands to cultivate, and 
their fruits you may enjoy; we will respect 
your natural rights, and will concede you our 
civil ones; but all on condition that you will 
subject yourselves to oar laws, obey the su- 
preme government, and will not disturb the 
union and tranquillity of the people who foster 
you.' Did they ever comply with so just, so 
necessary a condition ? Soon they became 
unworthy of the gift, and they deprived them- 
selves of rights that never were other than 
conditional. — Of any other department what- 
ever, notwithstanding the natural right of land 
of which they were possessed, none have the 
wish to subject others to their caprices; on 
the contrary, only the obligation of yielding 
to the National majority is expressed. What 
appearance of reason and authority have these 
aliens to give the slightest shade of legitimacy 
to their revolt? < The same right that had Ame- 
rica to create itself independent of Spain^' they 
'dare, with some other perverse revolutionaries, 
-to exclaim in its behalf! ! ! Ignorant and bar- 
barous beings ! Let them assign in the 
•archives of nature, one alone of the irresistible 
titles on which was founded the right of eman- 
cipation of the Americans. These were mas- 
iters of their land, because on it they were born, 
rand to it they were destined by the supreme 
arbiter of the whole Universe: mastets, because 
they inherited it from i heir mothers and grand- 
mothers; masters, because from their cradle 
Ihey have cultivated it with their hands, water- 
ed it with their tears and sweat, making it fer- 
tile and productive; masters, even through re- 
•spect to their parents, since they had arrived 
at the age of virility; masters, above all, of the 
>Bfdl and of themselveSf because the infallible fin- 
der of Nature had marked the indestructible 
limits of separation, interposing between the 
Metropolis and the Colony two thousand 
leagues of ocean, and making by the same, in- 
compatible with union and dependence, the 
felicity and well being of this immense people. 
This is the primordial object of all human so- 
cieties, to which ought to be directed all 
means, and from which removed all obstacles. 
Where are in the Colonists of Texas these 
natural titles to the right of soil that our inno- 
cent generosity gave them? Where the im- 
possibility of being happy? But why tire our- 
selves in parrying revolutionary phrases that 
could only be derived from the greatest igno- 



rance, or more surely from undissimulated bad 
faith, desirous only of seducing and dazzling. 

There is no lest temerity and falsehood in 
the calculation of the resources in which they 
confide, and of the support on which these new 
comers appear to pride themselves. They 
boast of being countenanced by the govern- 
ment and respectable people of the United 
States of North America, and publicly divulge 
that they patronize t^eir revolution and their 
views: atrocious injury to a nation reputed to 
be just, wise, and that proves how to calculate 
its proper interests. How can it be possible 
that this circumspect republic trampling on the 
faith of treaties and all the principles acknow- 
ledged as sacred by the right of nations should 
lend its hand to revolutionary subjects to assas- 
sinate their faithful friends? In spite of our 
situation having been identical to their own, 
and our contest with Spain in every light just, 
with what cautious prudence, with what im- 
partiality, in fact, did this nation not act to- 
wards us ? What help did it give us ? What 
succour either of arms or men, or of any other 
kind? They contented themselves with form- 
ing secret votes in their hearts in favor of our 
liberty and justice, but respecting their treaties 
of amity with Spain, and still more the inviola- 
ble principles of the rights of nations, they 
saw us combat, and they left us to fight alone. 
They desired our triumph, but they knew that 
no nation is entitled to create itself an arbiter, 
or to meddle in the domestic dissentiuns of 
others: that to violate this principle, or any 
other of those of eternal justice, is to endanger 
their own existence, renouncing the right of 
its conservation and authorising others to revo- 
lutionize their subjects, and introduce amongst 
them the cancer of disunion, the infallible pre- 
cursor of death. She knew, that harm could 
only be done to the enemy, and even that to a 
certain degree either to indemnify or place her 
on her g^ard and no more; but to act so to- 
wards friends, is the blackest of infamy. It is 
a crime that heaven never leaves unpunished. 
They knew that the violation of treaties and 
every other injustice, was always punished 
sooner or later by nations; and if the shortness 
of man's life is such that visible chastisement 
finds him already in the tomb, and that the 
sword strikes on the stone, the lorn; life of na- 
tions, on the contrary, more certainly invites 
retribution for the bitter^vils they have caused. 
How then, could they even imagrine that this 
nation, so circumspect in those times in which 
they could have been disculpated in acting in 
conformity to their just wishes, would now aid 
the factious and encourage the wicked, in vio- 
lation of the solemn treaties of friendship which 
unite them to us? 

Could it, besides, have so little foresight in 
its politics, not to perceive the alarm of other 
nations, in the concession of an intent which 
so greatly injures its commerce, and threatens 
its peace and its existence? If at some day 
(which is the delirious calculation of the re- 
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Tolters»] all the extensive American Continent 
were to form one Republic, one nation, the 
European commerce would see, in this case, 
lost to her forever this emporium: the Anglo 
Americana, would exercise an insuperable mo* 
nopoljif, furnishing the interior with the pro* 
ducts of their manufacturing States and the 
immense colossus formed on this side of the 
Atlantic, threatening incessantly to place one 
of his feet on the other shore and absorb the 
empires and kingdoms of Europe, carrying 'in 
one band its seducing example, and in the 
other its immeasurable power. Would the 
powers of Europe then see with indifference 
this anticipated co-operation with the United 
States of the North! Would they not guard 
and protect themselves from this evil and 
danger P 

Even though it were not so, as your Con- 
gress believes, and that by one of those vertigos 
that a wise Providence sometimes permits to 
wander through nations, these rebellious colo- 
nists had in truth found the support of which 
they boast, what have you to fear. The con- 
test will be longer and more bloody, but the 
result is not doubtful, and would be more glo- 
rious. Are you ignorant, perchance, of what 
history -gives credit, of all nations of the uni- 
verse, that which you, yourselves are the signal 
example? The people who are possessed of 
their dignity, who know the value of their li- 
berty, and resolve firmly to preserve it, having 
justice for its base, are invmcible." To the 
happiness of a people, as connected with the 
reason -and justice of their cause, may some- 
times occur similar obscurations as to the sun; 
dense clouds seclude it in such a manner that 
it seems not to exist; but if winds brought 
them, the same or others will soon dissipate 
them, and the planet will appear again in all 
its immutable brightness." 

The merits of the Texian Insurrection ap- 
pear to have been well understood in Europe, 
at this stage of the contest. At a meeting in 
Edinburg, the following proceedings took 
place. — 

From the Edinburgh Scotiman. 

"WAR IN TEXAS. 

For the Establishment and Perpetuation of 
Slavery and the Slave Trade, 

At a public meeting of the Inhabitants of 
Edinburg, held in the Waterloo Rooms, Fri- 
day the 30th December 1836. 

The Right Honorable the Lord Provost in 
the Chair. 

After an Address from George Thompson, 
Elq., the following Resolutions, moved by R. 
K, Greville, LL.D., and seconded by Rev. 
Christopher Anderson, were adopted by ac- 
cUmation — ' 

I.— That Slavery and the commerce in hu- 
man beings, wherever they exist on the face of 
the earth, are a violation of the natural rights 
of the species, and flagp*ant crimes against God; 
and tfiat it is the solemn duty of every Christian 



community to use all proper meafts for their 
immediate, complete and universal extinction. 

II. — That this meeting are of opinion that 
the present struggle in Texas agrkinst the Go- 
vernn\ent of Mexico, is not a struggle against 
tyranny and oppression for the maintenance 
of the principles of political and religious li- 
berty, but a civil war for the establishment 
and perpetuation of S^very and the Slave 
Trade. 

III. — That whereas the ninth section of the 
Constitution recently adopted by the Revolu- 
tionists of Texas, contains the following provi- 
sions: — viz. 

*All persons of color, who were slaves for 
life previous to tlieir emigration to Texas, and 
who are now held in bondage, shall remain in 
the like state of servitude, provided the said 
slave shall be the bona fidt property of the 
person so holding said slave as aforesaid. Con- 
gress shall pass no laws to prohibit emig^nts 
from the United States of America from bring- 
ing their slaves into the Repubhc with them, 
and holding them by the same tenure by which 
such slaves were held in the United States; 
nor shall Congress have power to emancipate 
slaves; nor shall any slaveholder be allowed 
to emancipate his or her slave or slaves with- 
out the consent of the Congress, unless he or 
she shall send his or her slave or slaves with- 
out the limits of the Republic. No free per- 
son of African descent, either in whole or in 
part, shall be permitted to reside permanently 
in the Republic without the consent of Con- 
gress, • &c. Therefore, 

Beaolvedt That the words now cited, are, in 
their tendency, subversive of the liberty and 
happiness of the human race: in violation of 
the plainest requirements of the Divine Law: 
and opposed to the spirit of the Gospel, which 
declares that <God hath made of one blood all 
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of 
the earth,' — that they are regarded by this 
Meeting as a disgrace to a convention of civi- 
lized men, and deserving the unmitigated con- 
demnation of the friends of freedom and reli- 
gion throughout the world. 

IV. — Reaohed, That while this meeting 
deeply regrets the fact, that in the United 
States there is a general sympathy manifested 
towards the Texians, it at the same time re- 
joices in the knowledge that there is also a 
large proportion uf virtuous, enlightened, and 
Christian-minded citizens, who are labouring 
to avert the additional disgrace and guilt which 
the annexation of Texas would bring upon 
their country, — that it cordially sympathizes 
with them in their efforts, earnestly desires 
their success, and would invoke the Divine 
blessing upon all their endeavors for the free- 
dom and elevation of the colored race. 

Mdved by Rev. W. L. Alexander, seconded, 
by John Wigham, jr., Esq., that the cordial 
thanks of this meeting are due, and are hereby 
tendered, to the Right Hon. the Lord Provost, 
for his uniform devotion to the cause of hums- 
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nity, and his conduct in the Chair on the pre- 
sent-occasion. 

(Signed) JAMES SPITTAL, L. P. 

Let us now hear the sentiments of a few 
more of our own public and influential charac- 
ters, who have raised their voices against the 
interference of the United States in the 
contest between Mexico and the insurgents of 
Texas. 

The following is an extract from a Speech 
of the Hon. William B. Reed, in the House 
of Representatives of the State of Pennsylvania, 
June 11th, 1836. He takes a more just and 
comprehensive view of the subject than many 
others had done before him. 

«*In the south-west there is a community struggling 
into independent existence, in whose behalf alTthe 
generous sympathies of this country are excited. 
fHe referred to Texas.) If the swords of the 
Tesians should win for them an existence independent 
of Mexico, it must necessarily be so precarious, that 
application for admission into our Union would 
follow as a measure of necessary self-defence. One 
of the complaints made by the Texians is, that the 
Mexican government will not permit the introduc- 
tion of slaves, and one of the first fruits of independ- 
ence and secure liberty T unnatural as is the paradox) 
will be the extension of slavery, and both the domestic 
and foreign slave trade, over the limits of a territory 
large enough to form five states as large as Pennsyl- 
vama. Such being the result, what becomes of any 
real or ima^nary balance between the South and the 
North, the slaveholding and non-slaveholding inter- 
ests. Five or more wiveholding states, with their 
additional representation, thoroughly imbued with 
southern feeung, thoroughly attached to what the 
South Carolina resolutions, now before us, call *'the 
patriarchal institution of domestic slavery,** added to 
the Union, and where is the security of the North 
and of the intereste of free labor? — ^These are ques- 
tions worth considering — the more so, as the war 
fever which is now burning in tlje veins of this 
community, and exhibiting itself in all the usual un- 
reflecting expressions of sympathy and resentment, 
has disturbed the judgment of the nation, and 
distorted every notion of right and wrong. Let the 
Texians win independence as they can. That is their 
affair, not ours. But let no statesman that loves his 
country, think of admitting such an increment of 
slaveholding population into this Union. He (Mr. 
R.) could not but fear that there was a deep laid 
plan to admit Texas into the Union, with a view to 
an increase of slaveholding representation in Congress, 
and while he viewed it, in connexion with the grow- 
ing indifference perceptible in some quarters, he 
could not but feel melancholy foreboding^. 

Mr. Heed said, he bad referred to this subject of 
Texas incidentally, as forming one of those unpropi- 
tious omens to which he had alluded. That he 
might not be supposed to do injustice to the South, 
or to exaggerate the apprehended danger of the 
North, he would read to the House, as a partial 
expression of feeling on this question, extracts from 
influential Southern papers, which hefound in a very 
able series of essays on the subject df Texas, recently 
published in Philadelphia.*' 

Even the Hon. G. M*Duffie, late Governor 
of South Carolina, entertained very different 
views from the great mass of the slaveholders, 
and opposed the idea of countenancing the in- 



surgents by the official sanction of our govem- 
ment. The following is an extract from his 
Message to the Legislature of the State, in 
1836.— 

<< Entertaining these opinions, I have looked with 
very deep concern, not unmingled with regret, upon 
the occurrences which have uS^en place during the 
present year, in various parts of the United States, 
relative to the civil war which is still in progress, 
between the Republic of Mexico and one o£ her re- 
volted Provinces. 

It is true that no country can be responsible for 
the sympathies of its citizens ; but I am nevertheless 
utterly at a loss to perceive what title either of the 
parties to this controversy can have to the ^mpathies 
of the American people. If it be alleged that the 
insu^^nts of Texas are emigrants from the United 
States, it is obvious to reply, that by their voluntary 
expatriation — under whatever circumstances of ad- 
venture, of speculation, of honor, or of infamy, they 
have f(^eited all claim to our fraternal regwxl. If 
it be even true that they have left a land of fi^edom 
for a land of despotism, they have done it with their 
eyes open, and deserve their destiny. There is but 
too much reason to believe that many of them have 
goce as mere adventurers, speculating upon the 
chances of establishing an independent government 
in Texas, and of seizing tiiat immense and fertile 
domain by the titie of the sword. But be this as it 
may, when they became citizens of Mexico, they 
became subject to the constitution and laws of that 
country ; and whatever changes the Mexican people 
may have since made in that Constitution and these 
laws, they are matters with which foreign States can 
have no concern, and of which they have no right to 
take cognizance. I trust, therefore, that the State 
of South Carolina will give no countenance, direct 
or indirect, open or concealed, to any acts which may 
compromit the neutrality of the United States, or 
b^g into question their plighted faith. Justice — 
stem and unbending justice — in our intercourse with 
other States, would be paramount to all the considei^ 
ati(ms of mere expediency, even if it were possible 
that these could be separated. But they cannot. — 
Justice is the highest expediency, and I am sure 
South Carolina is the last state in the Union that 
would knowingly violate this sacred canon of political 
morality. 

If any consideration could add to the intrinoc 
weight of these hieh inducements to absttun frmn 
any species of interference with the domestic 
aflairs of a neighboring and friendly State, it would 
be the tremendous retribution to which we are so 
pecaUarly exposed on our South Western frontier, 
trom measures of retaliaticm. 

Should Mexico declare war against the United 



war i^inst 

States, and aided by some great European power, 
hoist the standard of servile insurrection in Lcniisiana 
and the ne^boring States ; how deep would be our 
self-repft)adies in reflecting that these atrocious pro- 
ceedings, received even a colorable apology from our 
example, or from the unlawful conouct of our own 
citizens ! 

There is.one question, connected with this contro- 
versy, of a defimte character, upon which it may be 
proper that you should express an opinion. You 
are, doubtless, aware that tne people of Texas, by 
an almost unanimous vote, have expressed their de- 
sire to be admitted into our Confederacy, and 
application will probably be made to Congress f(H* 
ttiat purpose. In my otunion. Congress ought not 
even to entertain such a proposition in the present 
state of the controversy. If we admit Texas into 
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earruptiont under which it i> rapidly iinkii^. 

In thii itste of tilings, ■ war with any ooantry 
would be the ereatest of caUnuties; Bir we oould 
•caroelf hope to oome out of it with anytliiog but 
the mere wreck of a free constitution, and Die ei. 
teiiial rorniB of a fn^e government." 






t Gov. M'Duf! 

major pji-t i 

^:— or, r-liicf, he 



not 
:s of thi 
I'are.— a<it hi 
mdmonitiiins aeemed to have little weight, ii 
this c«w, with ihem, A oommittee of th 
■ame LeglnUturi! that he thus artdreased, o 
which General Hamit'on was chairaiin, made 
an elaborate Bepiirt, differing with him in the 
eipeillency of count enaneiiiK the iniurji-nls, 
and Ktrongly recominendinR encouragement i 
from the Oiiiied States. Some of llie most I 
prnmiTient public men, in that a^ate, exprened 
their approbatiun of Ibc roonstroui scheme uf ^ 
aggresiion. 

1'he sentiments of the Hon. Jdbn Quirgt I 
ABiMi, one of the most able and independent I 
I.eg-alalors and con-itilulion d Lawgivers oF' 
this or any oiher nation, have been staled in 
(he precedinjf pag«s. — Let us, hnwever, hear 
the opinion oT another celebrated American 
■talesman, upon this subject. 

a larfre pu 'lie mcelintt, in NewTork, the 
~ " ■ ^ following 



appropriate remarki: 

"But it cannot be disguised, gentlemen, that 
a desire, or an intention, is already nunifested 
to annex Texas to the United States On a 
subject of siicii mighty magnitude as this, and 
at a moment when the public attention is 
drawn lo it, I should feel myself wanting in 
candor, if I itid not express my opinioni !iince 
■II must suppose, that on inch a queatlon, it 
is impossible 1 should be without some opinion. 

I say then, gentlemen, in all fraukne*!. ihil 
I see oojectiona, I think iusurmonniable objec- 
tions, to Ihe annexion of Texas to the [Tniled 
States. When the constitution was formed 
it is not probable thai either its frsmrrs, or the 
people, ever looked lo the admias'on of any 
•tatea into the Onion, except such as then 
already elisted, and sv.h ai should be formed 
out of territorie' then already helonginu to the 
Uti'ted Stales. Fifteen yean after the adoption I 
<rfthe constitution, howcTer, the case nf Loul- ' 
■iana arose. Louisiana waioblained by treaty i 



.. ilh franc«, who had recently obtained it 
from 9pa'n t butlh«»bject nf ihisacq'iis'lioii, 
certainly was not mere extension of lemlory. 
Olher great polilicHi inlereits were connected 
will) it. Spain, while she possessed l.ouisiBnB, 
had held the mouiha of the great riven which 
rise in the western atates, and flow into the 
Gull of Uexico. She hsd disputed our use of 
these rivers, already, and with a powerful 
nation In possession <^ Iheie outlets lo Ihe sea, 
it is obvious that Ihe commerce of all the west 
was in dinjcer of perpetual vexation. The 
command at these rivers lo the sea, vu 
then^fore, the grt't. object aimed at in the ac- 
qiiitiliun of Luuiiiana. But that acq lisllion 
necessarily brought Icrrltory along witli it, and 
three states now exist, formed out of that an- 

A similar policy, and a similar necessity, 
though perhaps not entirely so urgent, led to 

the acqai~U.on of Plorliia. 

Now, no such necessity, no such policy, re- 
quires tlie annexation of Texas. I'lie accesiioa 
•:[ Texas lo our territory is not nrcesiary'o 
Ihe full and complete enjoyment of all which 
we already possess. Her case, therefore, 
stands entirely dilfereni from that of Louisiana 
and Florida. There beiny then nn necessiijr 
for exlejiding the limits of the union, in that 
direction, we ought, I Ihinkifornurnernnsand 
nowei'fiil reasons, to be content witli our pre- 
, sent boundaries. 

Gentlemen, we all see, that hy whomsoever 
I possessed, Texas is likely lo be a shvchalding 
I country ; and I frankly avow my entire unwill- 
j ingness, to do any tTiing which sball extend the 
slavery of the African race on this continent, 
or adil other slavebolding states to the Union. 
Wlien I say Ihat I regard slavery in itsetr as a 
great morjil, social, and p'ltitical evil, I Onlf 
use Imguage which has been adopted by dis- 
tinguished men. ihemselves ciliiens of slave- 
holding states. I shall do ndthing, therefore. 



We have sUvery already a 
conslitution fuund it among us i it recognised 
it, and gave it solemn guarantees. To the full 
extent of these guannlers we are all bound in 
honor, in jusiice, and by the constitution. — All 
Ihe stipulations contained m the conslitution, 
in favor of the slaveholdmg states, which are 
already in the union, oujfiit to be fulfiilrd, in 
Ihe lulnesB of their spirit, and to the exactness 
of their letter. Slavery, as it exists in (he 
states, IS beyond the reach of Congress. II is 
a concern of the stales themselves ; thry have 
never submitted it 10 Congress, and Congress 
has no rightful power over it. I sluill c<uicur, 

no indication of purpose, which shall inlerfere, 
OP threaten to inlerfere, with Ihe exclusive au- 
iborily of tlie several statra over the subject 
of slavery, is it exists within Iheir respective 
limiis. All Ihis appears to m« to be matter of 
plain and imperative duty. 
But when we come to speilc of admiltinif 
:w ita'es, the subject assumes an entirely 
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different ftspect. Our rights and our duties 
nre then both different. 

The free states, and all the states, are then 
at liberty to accept, or to reject. Whe i it is 
proposed to bring new members into this po- 
litical partnership, the old members have a 
right to say on what terms such new members 
are to come in, an^J what they are to bring 
along with them. In my opinion, the people 
of the United states will not consent to bring 
a new, vastly extensive, and slaveholding 
country, lar^e enough for half a dozen or a 
duzen States, into the Union. In my opinion 
they ought not to consent to it Indeed I am 
altogether at a loss to conceive, what possible 
benefit any part of this country can expect to 
derive from such annexation. All benefit, to 
any part, is at least doubtful and uncertain; 
the objections obvious, plain, and strong. ^ On 
the general question of slavery, a great portion 
of the community is already strongly excited. 
The subject has not only attracted attention as 

, a question of politics, but it has struck a far 
deeper toned chord. It has arrested the re- 

* ligpotu fee'ings of the country; it has taken 
strong, hold on the consciences of men. He is a 
rash mun, indeed, little conversant with human 
nature, and especially has he a very erroneous 
estimate of the character of the people of this 
country, who supposes that a feeling of this 
kind islo be trifled with, or despised. It will 
assuredly catise itself to be respected. It may 
be reasoned with, it may be made willing, 1 
believe it is entirely willing to fulfil all existing 
engagements snd all existing duties, to up- 
hold and defend tl^e constitution, as it is es- 
tablished, with whatever regrets about some 
provisions, which it does actually contain. 
But to coerce it into silence, — to endeavor to 
restrain its free expression, to seek to compress 
and confine it, warm as it is and more heated 
as such endeavors would inevitably render it, 
—should all this be attempted, I know nothing 
even in the constitution, or in the Union itself^ 
which would not be endangered by the explo- 
sion which might follow. 

I see, therefore, no political necessity for 
the annexation of Texas to the Union; no ad- 
vantstges to be derived from it; and objections 
to it, of a strong, and in my judgment, decisive 
character." 

Notwithstanding all the opposition to this 
aggressive scheme, on the part of many of the 
wisest men in our country; notwithstanding the 
NOTORIOUS FACT, that iU character, and 
the persons concerned in it, are precisely as I 
have represented; although the members of 
the National Legislnture, as well as *tlie Exe- 
cutive branch of our government, were ]}os- 
sesssd of a]l the necessary information to prove 
the reality of the monstrous iniqu ty attached 
to it; and even though the President, himself, 
recommended inaction for a longer time — be- 
ing satisfied, from official investigation, that 
any interference would be premature and im- 
proper;— yet, every intelligent reader will re- 



member, that a proposition for recognising 
this band of insurgents, as an independent na- 
tion, was made and hastily sanctioned, just at 
the close of the last session of Congress! Un- 
til within a few hours of the time when the 
vote was taken, no person, perhaps, anticipa- 
ted such H result. — And in what manner did 
the usurpers thus contrive to over-reach the 
opponents of their unhallowed schema ?— Why, 
simpiv, by stealing a march upon them while 
they were asleep— .no, WHILKTHEY WEUE 
AT DINNER! ! ! Even such a veteran states- 
man — such a long-tried and faithful sentinel as 
DANIEL WEBSTER, was found, "nap- 
ping," or lounging away from his post, at so im- 
portant a moment! According to a published 
statement of the proceedings, he, with several 
other members who were opposed to the re- 
solution, "had not fieturned from dinner** when 
the vote was taken, rrue, they subsequently 
moved a reconsideration, but then, as time 
had been given to make a "dough-face** or 
two, the vote resulted in a tie, and consequent- 
ly the motion was lost. 

And it has ever been thus! — The slavehold- 
ers have always ruled, and carried every mea- 
sure they wished, through the negligent su- 
pineness or the political divisions among the 
advocates of freedom and justice. The burn- 
ing rebuke of John Itandolph applies, with 
ten-fold force, in each succeeding collision be- 
tween them. That sarcastic champion of sla- 
vite aristocracy told the northern politicians, 
long since, that they were all "afraid of their 
own dough-faces;'* — and that as many of them 
could be moulded to southern patterns, at any 
time, as might be wanted for any purpose. 
Events have, so far, proved that he was cor- 
rect; — and it remains to be seen, whether this 
state of things is to cnntinue, in all future 
time, or whether THE PEOPLE of the non- 
slaveholding States will take the matter in 
hand, and inspire their representatives with 
political honesty, and courage, and firmness, 
for the faithful discharge of their solemndu- 
ties. 

Immediately after the SLAVEHOLDING 
PARTY had thus succeeded in carrying their 
measures through the Senate of the United 
States, the President (being now relieved from 
all responsibility in the matter) appointed a 
Minister, or Charge d'Aff'aires, to represent 
this nation at the Teadan Court, The House 
of Representatives appropriated the money for 
outfit, &c. Two Ministers Plenipotentiary 
were also accredited here, from that Govern- 
ment. The se ond grand step was now taken 
by the wholesale marauders, for the robbery 
and dismemberment of the Mexican Republic, 
and they felt confident that every thing was 
in proper train for its certain accomplishment. 
A great portion of the people in our northern 
Free States were still dreaming on^ unconscious 
of danger, while the faithless sentinels of the 
Press, with a few exceptions, were themselves 
also asleep, or crying'->"^//*f well I** 



MEXICAN PROTEST AGAINST THE RECOGNITION C 



When thcK meaaurcB beoine known to tht j 
Mezicxn Govei'nment, the General CoiRreo of I 
th»t Republic iuued the roHowmg PRO Vll.% r ' 
■gaiint them.. Tlieir CharKe d' Affairr<i, ' 
reiident in this country, wis ilso directeil ii> j 
break ofT his intercourse with our Gnrem- 
ment, — m the Minister Plenipotentiary hnJ 
previously done. | 

"official protest I 



the National Goiemment, Meiicn, March 31, 

IB37. 

The undersi|;ne<l, Principal Secretai^, diirged 
vith the Depui-tment of Foreign Relstioua of tlii^ 
' Mexicnn Republic, lias the honor of sddreasing tl^c 
Seoretarj of the sanie Department of the Go^^tr- ! 
ment of the United Statea of Araerica, in order to ' 
maniffit to him the Jiut lurpnie, with which It. V,. . 
the Prcsjdentf ad intenm, of tha republic Ijat sern 
the announeentent made ui the New Orleans Bee, »!' 
the 13th instant of the recognition b^ the Congi'etiS . 
of the United Statea of the hidependenee prooliumcil ! 
by the insurgents of TeiBS, and of the sppointrneiu ' 
in conBeqiieoce thereof, hj that Government, of Mt', , 
Aleee Labranehe as their luiniiter plerupolentkry | 
near that of the pretended new repuhlio. 

Those Heps to preinaturelj taken, have causrd 
the greater amazement in the Mexican Govemmei; t, 
aa there was no reason to approbend that such mea- 1 
aures wouW haye been adopted, either oonsii 
the compromises consequent to the fiieodahi 
iating between the two republica, and >ecur< 



~Hai the eueaupposedb^MrForiTth alrea^ 
ired f Do the Teinna find themselvei, with re* 
' " " "' e positioo in wliioh the ." ' 



'espeet to Spain, 






iiendence wa> adinowledged bj the United States) 
Is ^ere anj point of identity between a nation of 
upwards of sis mdiioni of inlubitants, who bj tb^ 
single efforts shook ofi' the yoke (£ oppretsioo, after a 
sanguinary struggle of eleven ycai-9, and east out 
bejond the ocean the domineering boats, — and some 
few thousands of vagrants »■■' " " ■■ - 



without 






w ithout biw >, and threatened 
is marching full of en- 
ds denied to it by ea- 
I? Shall the atrockni 
sappoaing her so weak 
' r^ts to the territoij 



would ivnder his noti 
offend the knowi 



Unii 

liberty to cite the most recent and cfflidusi 

When, on the 24lh erf May, of the year last past. 
SenOT Gorostiia, the Miuluer uf Meiico near the 
the GoveiTimcnt of the U. S ., bv reason of the pn. 
poial made in the Senate, for the ackiwuledgmeLit 
of the independence of Telas— in consequence of the 

reverse Buffered by our troopa on the 2Ut April 

ealled the attention of tliat government to the claims 
of Meiico t3 Teias, and her means of cnfoiBii.g 
them, the Honorable Jolm Forsyth, Secretary of 
Foreign AlfrUrs manifested to him, in answra, of the 
S9tb of the same ntouth, which the undersigned ha^ 
before him, thst he had received inatruclious froni 
the Preaident ol' the Uiuted States to assure him, 
that no decisive rfsolutian whatever upon that quet- 
tion would be taken by that government unleaa 
(bunded upon the same rules and principles whidi 

S tided it in tlie former disputes between Spinn ami 
e Hispano- American Sutes; that, wiien all the 
fiiets were known and not before,— after a comphrt*, 
impartial and careful examination, keepir^ in view 
all the conaiderations due to the [ricndly obllgatioiis 
eiiating between the two republics, that Governraem 
would proceed to dende on a question which it coa- 
sklered, as did the Mexican Minister, of (he utmost 
Importance in its immediate relations, and unavoid- 
able results. 

Sudi was precisely the langitsge used by the St- 
cretary at the end of May of the year last past, im- 
raedialdy after the only trinmjii obtained by the 
bkiui^nti. Now let the nudenigned be allowed to 



Jigbtened undentanding of the 

Another document, no less inlereitbig than the 
one already mentioned, the under^gned has likewiae 
before him. The Honorable Sec»eUry wilt readily 

Broeive that he refers to the messiige addressed 1^ 
. K. the Ptwidenl, General Jackson, to the Hoose 
of Representatives, dated the Slsl December, ult, 

"-'■ - ■- ■' - '--m the report <rf the 

which he had appointed, ai '^ " 

politic 

deelaring that the independence of Teias ahoulV 
acknowledged by that government as soon as Bau«* 
factory accounts were received that a govemmeot 
existed there capable cd* discharging the duties, and 
fulfilling the obligations of an independent power. 

This othsial documeni, founded on the solid bask 
of Justice and equity, snd in which shine the moat 
suhNme principles of the Isw of nations, was published 
in the joomids of the United States, as anolber addi- 
tional ntaninlea nieo to Meiico that her ri^iU 
would be respected. All its contents are interesljngi 
every thing lends to ensure the neutiiility nf the 
United States in the auestion between Mexico and 
Teias. After establishing general principles, it 
eharacterizes the act of the acknowledgment oI* a new 
State HS very delicate, and of great respon^bility: it 
esubliahea that a premature acknowledgment, if it 
is not considered as a justifiable cause of war, it 
always subject to be looked upon aa a proof of a hos- 
tile spirit towards one of the belligereiit parties : it 



of foreign i 



■ery quel 



relativt 



otbeg 



Ltions, has alwB 
LUled States as. seditibits, and that they have 
abstained from giving; credit to tliem until after ob- 
taining the dearest evidence, in ordir not only to 
decide correctly, but also to preserve tlieir decisioaa 
from every unworthy imputation. 

Descendii^ afterwards lo particular cases, it brings 
to mind the prudence which they obs^neil in the 
controveny between Spain and her colonies, wailii^ 
not only till the capability of the new Stales to snp- 
port tfiemselves shonid be fully proved, but UH 
every probability of their being subdued anew rfiould 
■ disappeared : and conhniT^ itself after. 
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new expedition which was preparing, the independ- 
ence of Texas ought to be considered as in a state of 
Buspense. But why should the undersigned weary 
any kmger the Honorable Secretanr by making him 
an exposition of the contents of that official paper 
with which he must be so familiar^ and which besides 
he has at hand in the archives of his office f It will 
suffice to remind him. that the President, General 
Jackson, was of opinion at that date, that prudence 
dictated to the United States to await the result — 

5 reserving the attitude kept till then — if not till 
f exico or one of the great fore^ poNvers should 
acknowledge the new government, at least till the 
process of time, or the course of events may have 
proved beyond a doubt, that the inhabitants of that 
country are able to maintain their sovereignty, and 
turaort the government established by themselves. 

Now, what posterior events have occurred so 
powerful as to have obliged the government of the 
United States to give up the line of circumspect' and 
just conduct, which it had prescribed to itselfr The 
' Mexican government is not aware of them. What 
guarantees are now offered by the Texans, which 
may be conformable to the message before cited, and 
so evident as to have given reason for their acknow- 
lederaent against the considerations due to a friendiv 
and neighboring republic, and the compromises which 
bind me Unit<^ States to her.' None, certainly. 

The Mexican Government deems that of the United 
States too just to suppose that ignoble views and 
purposes of aggrandizement can have induced it to 
take the premature step alluded to : but as it is an 
unquestionable fact that this step lias been taken, 
since it has been announced in an official Journal of 
the United States — the Bee of New Orleans — the 
undersigned has received an express order from H. 
K . the President, ad interim, of uie Mexican republic, 
to protest, as he does in efft:ct protest in the most 
solemn manner before all civilized nations, against 
the acknowled^ent of the independence of the pre- 
tended republic of Texas, made by the United 
States of America, declaring that this acknowledg- 
ment cannot in any way whatever, neither now, nor 
at any future time, weaken, diminish, or invalidate, 
- ki the least degree the rights of the Mexican repub- 
lic to the territory of Texas, as well as those which 
it unquestionably has to employ all Uie means that 
are, or may be, in her power to recover it. 

The undersigned begs the Hon. Secretary of Fo- 
reign Relations, ol the United States, to be pleased 
to communicate the contents of this note and protest 
to H. £. the President of the United States; and he 
avails himself of this opportunity to tender him his 
respect and distinguishea consicferation. 

JosE Maaia Obtiz Mokasterio." 

The Mexicans having arranged their political 
matters, and elected a new President, were 
preparing io proceed against the insurgents in 
Texas agpin. The Government fitted out a 
fleet, to blockade the Texas ports. &c. &c. 
At THIS JUNCTURE, aw slavehoiding rultra 
recollected, that we have large claims against 
Mexico, for spoliations on our commerce!!! — 
And withont stopping to ascertain whether 
Mexico bad not some demands upon us, as an 
(ifTset, at lejtst sufficient to afford grounds for 
f^ little further nejj^ociittion, tiie President 
forthwith despatched ih*» following belli»;erent 
Message to Congiess,— As in the case of send- 
ing the troops into Texas under Gen. Gaines, 
this vfM a munoeuvre well calculated to aid the 



insurgents; and it is generally known what 
course has since been pursued by the U. S. 
naval forces in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Of the President to the Senate upon Mexican 

Affairs. 
At the beginning of this session, Conjg;ress was in- 
formed that our claims upon Mexico had not been 
adjusted, but that notm ithstanding the irritating effect 
upon her councils ot the movement in Texas, I 
hoped by great forbearance to avoid the necessity of 
again bnnging the subject of them to your notice. 
That hope has been disappointed. Having in vain* 
urged upon that Government the justice of those 
claims, and my indispensable obligittion tliat there 
should be * no further delay in the acknowledgment, 
if not in the redress, of the injuries complained of,* 
my duty requires that the whole subject should be 
presented, and now is for the action of Congress, 
whose exclusive right it is to decide on the further 
measures of redress to be employed. The length of 
time since some of the injuries have been committed, 
the repeated and unavaihng applications for redress 
the wanton character of some of the outrages upon 
the property and persons of our citizens, upon the 
flag of the United States, independent of recent in- 
sults to diis Grovemment and people by the late 
Extraordinary Minister, would justify, in the eyes 
of v\\ nations, immediate war. That remedy, how- 
ever, should not be used by just and generous nations 
confiding in their strength for iniuries committed, if it 
can be Imnorably avcHcfed ; and it has occurred to me, 
that considering the present embarrassed condition of 
that country, we should act both with wisdmn and 
moderation, by giving to, Mexico one more opportu- 
nity to atone for the past, before we take redress intb 
our own hands. To avoid all misconcei^tion on the 
part of Mexico, as well as to protect our national 
character from reproach, this opportunity should be 
given with the avowed design and full preparation to 
make immediate satisfaction, if it should not be ob- 
tained on a repetition of the demand for it. To this 
end, I recommend that an act be ^ssed, authorizing 
reprisals, and the use of the naval force of the United 
States by the Executive against Mexico, to. enforce 
them, in the event ci a refusal by the Mexican Go- 
vernment, to come to an amicable adjustment df the 
matters in controversy between us, upon another 
demand thereof made from on board one of our ves- 
sels of war on the coast of Mexica The Documents 
herewith transmitted, with others sent to the House 
of Representatives heretofore, will enable Congress 
to judge of the propriety of tlie course pursued, and 
to deride upon the necessity of that now recom- 
mended. 

If these' views should fail to meet the concurrence 
of Congress, and that body be able to find in the con- 
dition of the affairs between the two countries, as 
disclosed by the accompanying documents, with those 
referred to, any well groundoi reasons to hope that 
an adjustment of the controversy between them, can 
be effected without a resort to the measures I have 
felt it my duty to recommend, they may be assured 
of my co-operation in any other course that sliall be 
deemed honorable and proper. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

Washington, Feb. 6, ISSf." 

Although the Legislative branch of the go- 
vernment withheld its sanction of this Executive 
proposition to grant reprisals, still a squadron 
was imniediately ordered to the Mexican coast 
and the capture of sundry vessels— -amoog 
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them ti MextCBn natfonal armed brig — was the lifted the veil of their perfidy, and exposed 

consequence. Again, however, our government their ultimate designs. The eyes of niany 

has retracted, and censured the conduct of its were beginning to open, and the truth was 

officers, by restoring the captured vessel. Yet becoming visible. They are, therefore, com- 

the purpose of the marauders has been effect- pelled lo hasten the consummation of tiieir 

ed, in a considerable degree, at least, as in the work, or all is lost. The FINAL CONFLICT 

case of Gaines' invasion; and the smugglers, is at hand.— It is **neck or nothing** with them 

contraband traders, and piratical insurgents now! 

have received convoy, piotedUm^ and encourage- I have heretofore made numerous quotations, 
fnent, from the government of the United Statet. showing that it was the desire of the insurgents 
T^e hope is entertained, by those interested to annex the Texas country to the United 
in this unholy crusade, that such an interfe- States ; but the first public annunciation 
rence may create an impression among the (proceeding from a responsible sourc**) of 
Mexicans to dissuade them from making fur- their determination to 'make I.\1 MEDIATE 
ther efforts to quell the insurrection, until ar- APPLICA1I0N TO CONGRESS, is contained 
rangements for the annexation of Texas to the in a Report and sundry Resolutions, lately 
Uniied States may receive the sanction of Con- adopted by the Legislature of Mississippi, 
f^ess. From the indecent haate already mani- This Report is too long to copy entire ; but 
fested, in the premature acknowledgment of the following extracts embrace the substance 
its independence, it is expected that this mea- of the whole, and present a clear view of the 
nure, also, will be acted upon with very little ground assumed fur the determination ex- 
further delay, pressed therein. — 

Henre, it will be seen, that the grand Mar- ** Mr. Phillips, of Madison, from the committee to 

plots of Mexican aggression have, tlius far, whom was referred the memorial of sundry citizens 

been fierfectly successful in their marauding of the county of Hind^ requesting the Legislature to 

and oppressive designs. And in the confident rr^^g^T^J^ ^Se^^^ 

bel.efthat they will speed; y be able to ac- report thereon, to wit: ^ 

complish their object in full, they are said to ^p. Speaker— The select committee, to whom 




remains a part of the Mexican Republic. — relation to the expediency and necessity of receiving 

Iknd I he time is, probably, not far distant, Texas into the Union without delay, and desiring 

when the question must be dt-cided— whether ^} the Representatives of this State in Congress, 

the ADVOCATES OF FREEDOM^ in Mex- «nd the Senatoi-s, be instructed to vote for the same, 

ieo np ti.e miPPORTPRJ* OP nK'tiPOTKiM "*^® "*° "^^ **™^ ^""®^ consideration ; and having 

aM\?fTM?^Poc A t o^ooi/?,^ • I T^ ^A gi^«n to ^*>« ^"g^»'7 imiwrtant subjea as thorough aS 

AND UNIVERSAL ROBBEUY, in the United fnvestigation a? the ifraited time will permit and 

States, shall be triumphant ' [^ havmg duly considered the many important circum- 

It has ever been the praciTce of tyrants, and stances connected with this subject, have instructed 
usurpers, to conceal their designs from the me to make thelWlowin|f report m the rwult of theip 
public in the commencement of ther ope- fif^***!^**^*' That their decided conviction » Uiat 
L..*:»... TK-. :«- - . • •■• « J *u •' the speedy annexation of Texas to this Republic IS a 
rations. 1 he insurgents in I exas and their nieaslirriiighly advisable in a national point of new. 
Abettors, as I have before shown, at first and of most imperious necessity to the future safety 
merely demanded the estahlishment of a State and happiness of the Southeni States of this Confe- 
Government, under the Mexican Constitution deracy ; and they feel fully assured that every coo- 
of 1824. At length, they declared for inde- sideration will most completely sanction and justify 
pendence of all governments. And not this important measui'e. 
until within a very recent period, have they, ♦ • ♦ ♦ ♦ 
generally, procUimed their original intention In recommending the speedy annexation of Texas 
of joining the confederacy of the United States, to the United States, the committee are influenced 
By this clandestine course of proceeding, they greaUy by the following cogent reasons, 
lulled the people of the North into a perfect U is evident tlmt Texas is, at present fully authoriz- 
annthv tvh'iUfhov t>/»..« oao-.tiu. »«»L^f:»». ed by the lawsofnatjons to form commercial treaties, 
ff^Y. Lo^.. « ! ^ were secretly perfecting ^^^ (^^^^ ^^^^^.^^ ^^^ defensive, if she choose so t^ 
Jeir measures to secure their ulterior objects. ^^ ^-^^ ^^^j ^^^^ TreaUes of the former 
Even the lynx-eyed guardians of northern kind, varying almost infinitely in their stipulations, 
interests — the most zealous advocates of free exist between all the civilized nations of the world, 
republican principles — statesmen who had Treaties of the latter kind have been frequently en- 
long acted as sentinels on the watch-towers of tered into, both in ancient and modern times; and, 
American Liberty — were all deceived by their indeed, several of this class are now known to exist, 
aham professions and surreptiiious policy. ^^ ^^uld be easy to imamne a commercial treaty to 

But the time has come, when thev consider be effected by her with Great Britain or France, tor 

It EXPEDIENT TO THROW OFF THE e«»rap»e, which might prove h«hly^^^^ 

xMActr Tu « I 1 u 1 II I- I commercial interests of the United States; as, for 

MASK. 1 hey now openly and bolclly divulge -^^^^^^ ^ ^^^y by which, for a limited time or for 

the'r secret purposes. They frankly unfold years, commodities of British or French growth or 

their deep-laid plans and real objects. It is manufactures, should be admitted into the ports of 

true that a few of the advocates of justice had Texas free of duty b consideration of reciprocal ad^ 
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TBntages to ho^elf. Sueh a treaty would have in it 
nothing offensive to the laws of nations ; and yet it ts 
▼ery manifest that the amount of detriment resulting 
from its formaticHi, would be very great to the 
re^H:nue system, as well as to the domestic manufac- 
tures of this Republic, now asserted to need protection 
from congressional legislation toenable them to compete 
auccessf u Uy with foreign fabrics . A treaty offei isi ve or 
defensive, with either of t\\e above nations, might by 
possibility, at some future day, afford the opportunity 
of conveniently introducing within our limits the em- 
battled legions of a foreign foe, against whose assaults, 
were Texas a part of this Republic, we would be 
effectually fortined, except on our Atlantic coast and 
northern boundary. 

• ♦ • 1^ * 

But we hasten to suggest the importance of the 
tnnexation of Texas to tiiis Republic upon grounds 
somewhat local in their complexion, but c^ an import 
infinitely grave and interesting to the people wlio 
inhabit the southern portion of this Confederacy, 
where it is known that a species of domestic slavery 
if tolerated and protected by law, whose existence is 
prohibited by the legal regulations of other States of 
this Confederacy ; which system of slavery is held 
by all, who are familiarly acquainted with its practical 
effect^, to be of highly beneficial influence to the 
«ounti7 within whose limits it is permitted to exist. 

The committee feel authorized to say that this 
system is cherished by our constituents as the very 
palladium of their prosperity and happiness, and 
whatever ignorant fanatics may elsewhere conjecture, 
the comnuttee are fully assured, upon the most 
diligent observation and reflection on the subject, that 
the South does not possess within her limits a blessing 
with which the affections of her people are so closely 
entwined and so completely enfibred, and whose 
Talue is more highly appreciated, than that which we 
are now considering. 

* « ♦ « > 

It may not be improper here to remark, that 
during the last session of Congress, when a Senator 
from Mississippi proposed the acknowledgment of 
Texian independence, it was found, with very few 
exceptions, the members of that body were ready to 
take groand upon it, as upon the subject of slavery 
Itself. 

With all these facts before us, we do not hesitate 
in beiieviriffi; that these feelings influenced the New 
Bngland Senators, but one voting in favor of the 
measure; and indeed Mr. Webster has been bold 
•enough, in a public speech delivered recently in 
New York, to many tliousand citizens, to declare 
that the reason that influenced his opposition was 
his abhorrence to slavery in the south, and that it 
miglit, in the event of its recognition, become a 
slaveholding Slate. He also sprite of the efforts 
making in favor of abolition ; and that being predi- 
cated upon and aided by the powerful influence of 
religious feeling, it would become irresistible and 
overwhelming. 

This language, coming from so distinguished an 
individual as Mr. Webster, so familiar with the 
feelings of the North, and entertaining so high a re- 
spect for public sentiment in New England, speaks 
80 plainly the voice of the North as not to be misun- 
derstood 

We sincerely hope there is enough good sense and 
genuine love of co«intry among our fellow country- 
men of the Noithem States, to secure us final justice 
on this subject; yet we cannot consider it safe or 
expedient for the people of the South to entirely 
disregard the efforts of the fanatics, and the opinioiii 



of such men as Mr. Webster, and otiiers who coun- 
tenance such dangerous doctrines. This unholy 
crusade has not only a potent band of moral agitators 
in our own country, but they are encouraged and 
stimulated to action by a hypocritical fraternity 
of polar philanthropists across the AUantic, headed 
by the recreant and puixshased champion of Ireland's 
wrongs, wliose eyes have ceased to weef over the 
notorious griefs of his own countrymen, that they 
may more convenientiy distil the tears of briny sym- 
pathy over the fancied ills which appertain to a 
foreign land. It ts true tiiat the President, in his 
inaugural address, has taken a decided stand in favor 
of the rights of the South ; but this affords us a very 
precarious safeguard i^nst the tide of fanaticism 
which is rapidly setting against us. The time is 
rapidly approximating when our northern territwy, 
which is fast populating, will claim admission into the 
Unbn, and when those who now avow the opinion 
openly that the crusade t!iat has been commenced 
against slavery in the South, is instigated and sustain- 
ed by religious feeling, will be able to give us more 
serious annoyance than we have heretofore experi- 
enced. 

The Noilhem States have no interests of their 
own which i-equire any special safeguards for their 
defence, save only their domestic manufactures ; and 
Grod knows they have already received protection 
from Government on a most liberal scaler under 
which encouragement they have improved and 
flourished beyo»<l example. The South has very 
peculiar interests to preserve* interests already 
violently assailed and boldly threatened. 

Tour committee are fully persuaded that this pro- 
tection to her best interest will be afforded by the 
annexation of Texas ; an Ea^ipoiss of influent^ m 
the halls of Congress will be secured, which \(m 
furnish us a permanent guarantee of protection. 

• • • * • 

It has been urged by sectional pmudice, that the 
recognition by the United States of Texian indepen- 
dence is of too recent orisin to justify her immediate 
admission into the Confederacy. 'The committee 
confess that they can see no force, or even plausibility, 
in this objection. When a foreign Government has 
been once fairly recognised, as Texas has now been, 
by the United States, and even diplomatic relations 
having been established with her. she is evidentiy as 
fully entitied to be considered, by the nation recog- 
nising her, as being fully possessed of all the attributes 
of national sovereignly, as it is possible fcH* her to 
become at any future period ; and, therefore, Texas 
must be deemed, by our Government, at least, as 
fully authorized to enter upon a treaty of annexation 
now, as if she had existed as an independent nation 
for centuries. Upon the question of recognition, 
every government is considered as acting absolutely 
on its own judgment; and when her opinion shall 
have once been distinctly expressed, a decent regard 
for her own dignity will admonish her that she is 
bound to act, in all respects, in strict accordance with 
that opinion, without regard to the views or o{Hnions 
of any otiier nation whatever. The United States hav- 
ing recognised the independence of Texas, is bound 
to con^der her, in all respects, as capable at once to 
enter upon the work of annexation. 

• * • • • 

The extent of fertile soil, with salubrity of climate 
so remarkable in Texas, would furnish in its annex- 
ation to the Union, homes and fortunes to many of 
our needy citizens; with a great increase of the 
valuable staple exports of the eoantry greatly aug- 
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menting; oar vealth, importance, and national great- every principle that led to and sustains the 

neas. In all the various bearings in which the Uiiion of the States. The South cannot ad- 

eommittee have been able to view thte important ^^^ ii_cannot countenance it for a moment, 

wibject, they are thorouglily convinced ot tlie ^^^ j^ ^^^^j^ jj^^g^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^ 

:S;:"Tndfn ^irrrid^A^to^X thing like.,ua/.7,,o/ rightsuncler the ConJ. 

the following resolutions for the consideraUon of Uie tulwn, and doom them and their posterity to 

Legislature: perpetual imbecility. 

Resolvedy That it is expedient, in a national point It is not for us to anticipate the result, 

of view, to comply with tlie desire of Texas to The contest will probably be violent — and 

become an integral portion of this Confederacy with- thoucrh we cannot hope for much from the 

out delay. nia(! fanaticism which is abroad, we still in- 

Resolved, Tliat tlie annexaUon of Texas to this ^^^j ^^^ belief that the good sense and pa- 
Republic IS essential to the future salety and repose . 7. - . g^ ,„^,J1, «r ♦u^ ft^u^j 
of tL Southern States of this Confederacy. triotism of the Congress of the United 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be in- States will triumph over the narrow bigotry 

structed, and our Representatives be requi^ted, to and blind fanaticism of reckless faction, 

use their best exertions to procure the annexation Should we be disappointed in this expecta- 

of Texas to the United States as early as pi-actica- tion, we shall look forward with fearful fore- 

hle." bod ings to the consequences. The question 

Of the public Presses, in the United States, must test the patriotism of public men— 

that now openly and zealously advocate the for on it, we verily believe, hangs the desti- 

immediate action of Congress upon this sub- ny of this Union." 
ject, the most prominent are — the ^'Reformer" 

at Washington, and the ** Evening St ir,** &nd There can be no mistake in language so 
the ** Courier ^ Enquirer," tXifew York. The plain as this. The real o6;>c/, in advocating^ 
first named is the principal organ of the Slave- the annexation of Texas, is here distinctly ad- 
holding Party in the United States. In noticing mitted: and comment would be altogether 
the Report and Resolutions of the Mississippi superfluous. 

Legislature, which I have inserted in a pre- Thcf other Presses to which I have adverted, 

ceding page, the editor remarks as fullows: — are not less decided in their advocacy of the 

"We lay before oar readers th« report of the annexation. They represent both the interests 

, Select Committee of the Legislature of Mis- f *'»« slaveho'ders and the Texas land specu- 

^^Mpi on the subject of Texian aflfairs. It ***^?^'--*"'^ '^ ** ^^'^'- busmess to maintain and 

pfesents a clear and forcible view of one of l^'^"^* ^'^f'- P*"'^^^"*'°"» ^"'^ ^^^'^ measures. 

the most important questions which ever came X"" '*'°*' ^' • T?"^' ?, ^«V°"'"^"°'; ''*t •"^mS 

before this country. The manner in which ^^^'^ "nprmcipled mode of argumem-I will 

it is treated reflects o-reat credit on the abili- P^^*^"^ »'^e reader with some brief extracts 

It IS treated renecis great credit on tne abiii- ^^^^ ^^^ <,f them. Theeditor of the Courier ^ 

ty,patriotism,and8oundsense of thech^ ^ .^^ has very lately published a series of 

man of the committee, Mr. Phillips of the ^^^l ^^^ subject before us, from one of 

county of Madison. He exhibits a perfect which I copy the following:- 

knowledge of the whole subject — ajustesti- ° 

mate of the importance of the considerations " ^^ our two previous numbers on the subject oS 

involved— as well as of the difficulties and Jexas, we have confined ourselves first, to 

, * *u » -. J 4.U 4* fiable causes which induced 1 cxas to declare herself 

embarrassments that surround the question, independent of Mexico; and secondly to a considei-a- 

He anticipates every objection, whether on tion of the effects which the admission of Texas into 

principle, policy, or feeling, and triumphant- the Union would have upon Slavery and the Slave 

ly answers them. So thoroughly convinced Trade. On this point the favorable effects are so 

was the House, of the fullness and conclu- obvious, that a gentleman who has been somewhat 

eiveness of the argument, that they adopted conspicuous as a member of the Colonization Society, 

•u« -«««.«. ««^ *»o^i»«;»r>a «t;«u«.,/ « A\Icr.r. callcd upon us and delared that he was so well satis- 

the report and resolutions without a dissen- ^^^ ^^^^^^^^ admission of Texas would kssen both 

tient voice. , , , , . - ^he extension and the evils of slaver)', that he was no 

There is no doubt that the annexation of longer opposed to the measure. 
Texas to the Union will be distinctly and But the best grounds on which the admission of 
urgently pressed at the next session of Con- Texas into the confederacy can be urged, are to be 
ffress— and we shall see whether the love of ^^und in her position, the character of her soil, her 

TJnion is so far gone, or fanaticism so mad, Pr-^^J^^^ir** ^^!, T^°?^^^^^^^ P^''^^**^ 

,, .„ ^* ,, . ., ,,, ' pnnciples 01 her people. Until Mr. Adams verv 

a8 eubstantially to avow the principle that no [^wisely concluded the Treaty for the purchase 6f 

farther acquisition of territory shall ever be Florida, and therein gave Spain a quit-claim of our 

allowed on our southern frontier, because the interest in Texas, there can be no doubt but 

South tolerates domestic slavery. No one we had a legal claim to the sovereignty of the greater 

can doubt that the only objection ishased on P*'*^ o^ ^bat beautiful region- a claim which might 

this prejudice against slavery, and terminates «;««« bave been amicably settled witli Mexico, V 

'j''. .^:,: ■'.. J the mere running ot a boundary line satisfactoiT to 

ID a desire to maintain an unjust preponde- bothparties. Buttheaspcctof affairs is now chan^d, 

ranee of political power. i>uch an objection Texas has established her inde^jendence of Mexico, 

eannot obtain bat by disregarding totally and the United States liave recognised her as a free. 
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tmereisn, uid indepciidmt rmtior. Slie U, Iwwever, 
tettledbv people from the United SlatetAad Ibej 
haling eatibli^ied Uie iiidepenk'ncG ol' Ilffir couiitrj, 
mprOTu our goiemmeiit kikI uk to b/admittHl tit 
the piivileeea of nuMiiberBliip with llie cXiier »on- 
rdgnliet (rfour eonfcileralion. Thej have m r^il 



In the eiefcise of 



in the United 

t will but Hdd 
beeomei wir 



lelvea of the ac 



tETcM tn vield a |iroii>tit ua 

■udi ri^t we might gire 

that vould be eaiiij obvixteu dt me 

Ur equivalent, bihI no otiier nation w 

right to meddle with the sITair. 

The cotton landi oT Teiaa are more 
tboae of the United States; they are i 
located ; and m eonaequtnce t^ their r 
greabrr miidnen cf the climate, the d 
not require to be annuallj' renewed an 
Btates, whereby, a yery great Mving 
planter in iu euliiratMn. If Texas i 
■ pan of the Cnion, their eolton-fieli 
to our eommerM and our wealth; I 
OTerturei for onion, aiid she at oiice 
■ueeenTul riral in the cotton marke 
when alie viU not onlv be able to on 
fiiNn wiiich tlie will Bbaoluli:lT drive oi within ten 
yt«r»!_Are»e of the north prepared to witiien this 
we nrepHreil to deprive our- 
es of Uk immrnae ncrease oT 
our oommerM wliicli [he aoneiation of Teiaa would 
give u<' Nay.are we willing to see our present ijom- 
meree destroved bj driving I'eias into a union with 
a foreign cokmtrv snil giving eTnplojmenl to its ship- 
pil^at the evpiiiie ofour own.' If Teiascan grow 
•otton ebeapt'r than (he United Sutes; and if from 

the demand of'Kuropc, will we not lose the advan- 
tage of shipping this cotton to Euroj 
iti value in our siiipping, and al 
depriied of our present valuabli 
aniole by reason of its having bren driven from 
the foreign market hj tlie cottoti growers of Texas ? 
Thui much fcr our in(er«sl in the admission of 
Texas. Now let us sujjpose that Ttias, finding 
Iwrself spnmcil bj (he Unilul States, and in want 
of funds to carry on her Government until aitch times 
■I her resoitrct^ are dcveloueJ. mslies Bn[>licatian to 
England for aid ; and in order to induce her togrant 
it, not only forever givi-* tier ■ preference in her 

ea and eicludca all but her from pfuticipation in 
earryii^ trarle, but enters inlo a treaty of alliaitee 
offensive and defensive, by wliicJi England sliall 
guarantee to Teisa her separate indenemlence, and 
TeiBi be bound to aid Kwhuid in all licr strug^es 
on the Amt-rican continent! Such an airumcc is not 
only poiiible, but we speak advise<lly when we lay, 
it ia mora IhaoproiflMe if tlie L'uiled Stales refuse 
to receive Teias into the Union. And wtiat would 
be our politiciil positioa then? Would webewiKin 
tho* placing an English province, or an English ally 
«n our South-western border whence we mi^t, at 
any time, be aerioualy aiii>oy<'d ' ""' ' ' 



without being recreant to the beat interEsti ol 

trust that every >Titelli(fent reader will 
ceivtthat thir GltANDCOMBINATIOll 
laveholfling despots and atarieious 
are determined lo push their 
emes of outrageous wickednett to 
I of Ihrir power, without a moment' 
luld multiply quolaliong, aimilar to t 
goingp, but 1 consider it altogeiher u 



and u 



■ Arej . 

■ freebiioter 
willing lo be 

MKNTSoflhese w 
ing Iheir unholy pi 
excite the aymnathi 
human powers, but alau 



MADE THE INS rKtf 

ntonapgressoni. in-rfl 

rposFs, and thus nol i 

lingr maledictions of o 

'uketbeaHfnlji 



vrope anil importing 



id we tliink it need hi 



imple form, 

a ftvorable omuderation. It is a question of v 
imnorlanie to tJie JVor(/i far mora than lo die Sol 

men will meet this question as it should be met, 
by boldlr cxgioting tlie deee|itions whicli have h 
practised upon the people, satisfy ihei '' ' 



M o[i[>o9e the admissioa ol' Tei 



•f HeaTcn sgain'-t yoii? 

:>r their deed*; and the pab-ial 
duc'ors of the Press are likewiae hegitii 
iken the public attention to ihem. 
'du see that they are now fully re'^oi 
make a apeedy application to Congr> 
he inc or, I oration of the pivernment 
hey hiive thus assumed into ihe ontifcd 
>f the United Siaiea. Tliii mill be attempted t\ 
}ery mmntnt thai an oppnr-lanili/ It prtienltl 
PEOPLE OF THE NORTH! WILL VOB 
PEEtMIT IT?— Willyou saneiion II 
jtrigr; involve yourselves in 
tit V, and perhaps the horror 
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OK BLAvl 
RV IN A LaMD of FRBKnOM; and III 
put your necki an-l the necks of your post 
lie feel of the domineering tyra; 
ith, for centuries lo comt ' '" 
greiit moral and political campuign 
fjirly opened. Your guTcriimeiil hia 
poiiaed the cause of Ihese l«nd-p rs 
freeboiitera. Can you still remain sih 

lend ytiur sanction to the unpaii.lleled nr 
ven daring uaurptliun? With ileep an 
, I await your response ;r-^nd irusi ii w 
e in the loudest tunes of a ihnnderi: 
NEG.VI'IVE, reinunding o'er your gr^in 
ntaini, and echoing through eteiy vallfl 
I of "Masun and Clion's Li " 
'IX have been warned, again 
leep machinations, and the u-ickeJ a 
greasive policy of this despotic " SLAVll 
HOLDING PARTY." I have unfolded \ 

irauding designs, and po nied out it 
plans and movements. You would n 

Vou have slumbered in Ihe arms of politiA 
harht; until they have ne^irly shorn your 
your locks, and bound you with Ihe binnj 
jords prepared by the Philiatine horde of tl 
rannical desperarfoes. Arise!— *«i« aoiCKL^ 
>nd burst those bands, 

posterity, is aealed perblips f<l 
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A CITIZKM OF THE ZmiTED STATES. 



